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§ 20 earthly Bleffins is more precious thait 
Liberty; and as no People poſſeſs it more 
eminently, or know how io efleem it more juſtly, 
than TRUE BRITONS ; the Contents of the 
following Sheets cannor fail of being truly affect= 
ing to our Readers. Born and educated under 
the mild and equitable Government of the Laws, 
{of which' the King hineſelf is not a Maſter, but 
the Miniſter) She Sentiments of Benevolence and 
Humanity, and a Deteflaticn of Tyrauny and 
| Deſpotiſm, become natural Principles in a Britiſh 
Boſom. A Public thus grincipled will be deeply 
touched by this affefling Narrative of real and 
indiſputable Facts, related by an unfortunate 
*  oufferer under the wild and untameable Ferocity 
of a Barbarian, whoſe twretched Suogedts knew 
no Law but his licentious Will, and whoſe Dic- 


. n 
* IT, 9 7% I» : : * 


'1 tates, however irrational and inhuman, mufl on 
| no Pretext be diſobeyed. 2 
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EFT xCT.E 
he Truth of this Narrative is eftablifhed. by 
the following Atteſtations, © given by the Perſous 


who ſurvived the Five Years N. ſeries of their 
horrid wy. 


+ 
i - 


HOMAS TROUGHTON, of Golden- : = 
Lane, in the Pariſh of St. Luke, Mid- 1 


dleſex, Plaiſterer, maketh Oath and ſaith, tba, $ 
in October 1745, he, this Deponent, ſhipped 4 
himſelf on board the Inſpector Privateer, Capt. "Is 

J 


Richard Veale, Commander; and was fhip- 


wrecked on the Coaſt of Barbary, the 4th of g 
January 1745-6 and was there detained Pri- | j 
ſouer, with upwards of eighty other Chriftian 


Slaves, until the 8th of December 1750, at 
which Time, he, this Deponent, with the Re- = 

maindor of the Slaves, was releaſed by William 
Latton, Efq. his Majeſty's Ambaſſador to the k 
Emperor of Fez and Morocco, and arrived at 
Portſmouth, the 22d March 1751, on board 
bis Majeſty's Ship the BlandforG. - 1 


. | | 
Aud this Deponent further faith, that he has | 
given a juſt and true Account of all the Haraſinps | | 
and grievous Sufferings, which he, this, Depo- 0 

nent, and the reft of the Chriſtian Slaves, under- | 
„ Quan? | | 
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PREFACE. X 
zoent during the whole Time of their Slavery : 
Likewiſe 4 Deſcription of the Country and its 


 Tubabitants,, with their Methods 8. pun Ping 


the Chriſtian SIavss. 
THOMAS TROUGHTON. 


 Seoorn before me, this 220 of April, 1751, at 


\ Juſtice-Hall, in the Old-Bailey. 
OY EF, COKAYNE E, Mayor. 


Witneſs T. Ea 
John Sinklair 


ATT E STATION. 


E, whoſe Names are underfigned, Part 
of the Crew of the Inſpector Privateer 
of London, Capt. Veale, Commander, who wwere 
ſhiptorecked in Tangier-Bay, on the Barbary 
Coaſt, on the 4th of January, 1745-6, and 
afterwards became Slaves to the Moors, under 


Muley Abdallah, Emperor of Fez and Mo- 


rocco, till we were ranſomed by his preſent 
Majeſty King George, in December /aft ; 
having peruſed and exaniined the Manuſcript 
Copy of the Account of our unparallelled and 
almoſt incredible Diſtreſſes and Sufferings during 
near Five Tears Captivity, by Thomas Trough- 
ton, and other Accounts delivered by many of us, 


Ao 


nE FACE 


do unanimouſly approve of the ſame, and do aver, = 
that the Incidents therein related are Fatts, with- - '# 
out Exaggerations ts repreſent our Caſes more 
deplorable than they really were. As witneſs 
our Hands, this 7th of May, 17 51. 


Ozborn Noble, Carpenter. 
Wm. Lucas, Surgeon's Mate 
Thomas Troughton _ 
John Haynes ; | 
Arthur Price's + Mark | 3? 
Thomas Hughes's + Mark | 
James Macdonald 
Mugford Dampier 
Tho. Lawſon's + Mark 
Thomas Chapman 
William Scotney 
Charles Porcas | 
Robert Ray | 0 
John Gifford . ‚ 
Alexander Scott 
Thomas Sear! 
Peter Bouhier 
| Thomas James 
3 =: John Cannon. | 1 
Samuel Morris 6 
Chriſtopher Graham 
TIMOTHY LE BEAU * 
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1 TRUE: 


NARRATIVE "ns 


TE ſailed out of the Downs, on the 
24th of October 1745, on a cruiſe; 


and having met with pretty good ſucceſs, by 


taking two prizes, purſued our courſe as far 


as the Streights of Gibraltar, into which we 


entered about the 1ſt of January in the year 
following. The next day in a very briſk gale 
our ſhip ſprang a leak; and notwithſtanding 
our utmoſt endeavours, by plying our 
pumps night and day, it was with the greateſt 
difficulty imaginable that we kept her above 
water till the 4th ; at which time all our 
eflorts failing us, and finding that ſhe would 


Inevitably ſink in a very ſhort time, we ran her 


aground in Tangier Bay, where we were in 


hopes, that, under our preſent calamity, 


we ſhould find a favourable reception and 
imme- 


EE”; 
immediate relief from the Moors, as the 
emperor of Morocco was at that time under. 
a treaty of peace with the Britiſh court ; 
but alas! to our no ſmall mortification, we 
found our hopes entirely fruſtrated ; and 


inſtead of finding friends in our diſtreſs, the 


moſt inhuman Moors came down upon us, 
like ravenous rs ready to deyour their 
prey. | 
Thoſe who thought - themſelves happy 
in reaching the ſhore with their lives, 
were uſed by the Moors with the, utmoſt 


| barbarity, and ftripp/'d of every rag they had 


about them ; and ſome, who preſumed to 
make the ſmalleſt reſiſtance, were with- 
out the leaſt mercy immediately butchered 
or drowned. | 

A ſmall number of us, deed, got into the 
town before night, which is a ſoa- port of 
Africa, ſituate at the entrance of the Streights 


of Gibraltar, in the empire of Morocco, and 


kingdom of Fez; others lay without the walls 
all night; and as the ſeaſon was then very 
ſharp and inclement, the miſeries of cold and 
hunger were added to the barbarous treat- 
ment they otherwiſe met with. 
Twelve of our unhappy crew continued 
on the wreck all night, where they ſpent 


their melancholy hours in doleful outcries, 
expecting 
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expecting every moment to be ſwallowed up 
by the roaring waves, which fwell'd like 
mountains, and broke almoſt every minute 
over their heads. 

Providence, however, thought proper to 
preſerve them from the impending danger; 


for in the niorning they were brought-aſhore 


by a boat, which the Moors ſent out for 
that purpoſe. Happy they thought them- 


. ſelves in a profpect of relief; but no ſooner 


were the poor .half-periſhed wretches got 
into the Moors boat, than theſe unmercifully 


ripped them of every thing that was of the 
leaſt value, and inſulted them to the laſt 


degree, calling them Chriſtian Dogs and 


Unbelievers, fellaws that deſerved no mercy; 
tho' the Moors had at the ſame time a ſuffi- 


cient recompence for their trouble. 


Out of the whole crew, amounting to 183, 
96 periſhed in the waves, or were killed in 
endeavouring to get on ſhore---happily thus 
delivered from the hardſhips, which the 
ſurvivors afterwards underwent. 

Eighty- ſeven of us, the whole remains of 
our unhappy crew, with great difficulty got 
permiſſion to go to the Britiſh conſul's 
houſe in a body, in order to communicate 


our unhappy cafe and get ſome ſubſiſtence. 
= B The 


( 16:3 
The conſul being at Gibraltar, we applied to 
his deputy; but after continuing ſix days in 
a moſt deplorable condition, ſome almoſt 
naked, and many deſperately wounded: by 
the Moors, we received no comfort or con- 
ſolation from that quarter. 

Before we proceed further, it may be pro- 
per to give a liſt of our crew, that the friends 
of thoſe who were drowned or periſhed other- 
wiſe may know what became of them. 


Lift of thoſe 2vho were drowned or murdered by 
the Moors, when the ſhip was wrecked, being 
96 in number. 


John Judges, gunner Joſeph Miles: 
John Mountjoy, boatſwain James Hayes 
Richard Ruſſel, ſurgeon James Current” 
Tho. Finmore, his mate Joſeph Bowman 
James Roſs, maſter's mate Richard Monton 
John Hunt, ditto William Whitethread 
W. Gale, carpenter's mate William Flinton 
W. Hickman, midſliitpman John Pearce 
George Buckmaſter, ditto William Bradſhaw 
Francis Goodfellow, ditto Robert Coney 
Michael Dellaynee, ditto Francis Morris 


H. Rogers, boatſw. mate ohn Adams 

John Sheppard, armourer illiam Haynes 
Ingram Chandler Anthony Johnſon 
William Smith _—_ Matthias Boatman 
James Meadmore Coart Johnſon 
John Eves LP Richard Wedger 
James Buoy Henry Curtice 
William Triggs | Gray Hardy 
William Dolphin James Simſon 
Thomas Wallis | Robert Stanion 
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George Clarke 
Thomas Graham 


2 Guy 


ennis Settry 


Bartholomew Darroty 


2 Marſhall 
aurence Longgreen 
Tohn Hill 

Villiam Barker 
William Baker 
William Meads 
Patrick Macguire 


| * Clements 


Robert Robinſon 
William Breedon 


John Savage 


Philip Munleſs 
Tobias Rutler 
Charles Harriet 
Richard Berryman 
William Maſkfield 
Abraham Declew 


William Chriſtmas 


Charles Sharp 
Richard Sutton 


* 


Francis Maſon 

James Stone 

Jacob Elles 
Richard Carder 
William Meadmore 
George Pomphret 
Thomas James 

Rie hard Groves 


Nicholas Hickman 


George Thomſon 
Joſeph Harley 


Ln Michael 


rancis White 
Daniel Stringer 
Robert Sculithrup 
Edmund Smith 
Thomas Linnet 
John Tyler 
John Holland 
Aaron Robinſon 
James Martin 
= Moſs 
cter Pott, purſer 
And 6 more, whoſe names 
were omitted 1n the lift. 


Lift of thoſe that eſcaped the wreck, being 87. 


Theſe 7 eſcaped flavery. 
Rich Ve e 
Wm. Johnſon, lieutenant 
Wm. Mallet, ditto 
_ Stott, ditto 

Tichael Todd, lieutenant 
John Clarke 
Philip Obrien 


Theſe 22 were releaſed from 
Jlavery March 1748-9. 

Edward Hutchins 

William Earl 

John Linguiſt 

Thomas Jones, a Black 


Kinſbe Betten 
Arthur Price 
John Haynes 
Thomas Pearce 
William Hudſon 
John Trott 
Thomas Lawſon 


Thomas Bell 


John Gibſon 
George Edger 
2 Croak 
phraim Mqore - 
James Wells 
lohn Buckland 
James Pridham 
; Richard 


Riehard Goff 
Joſeph Bartie 
Alexander Hamilton 


Theſe 24 were releaſed from 
Slavery Dec. 1750. 
Oſborn Noble, carpenter 

Tho. Nelſon, midſhipman 


Wm. Lucas, ſurgeon's mate 


John Price, ſteward 
Charles Milſon 
Thomas Troughton 
Thomas Jones 
Thomas James 
John Gifford 
Thomas Hughes 
Chriſtopher Graham 
Peter Bouhier 
Henry Roſewarn 
William Spurl 
William Barker 
Timothy Le Beau 
Thomas Chapman 
Charles Porcas 
Mugford Dampier 
John Cannon 
Alexander Scot 
ames Macdonald 
William Scotney 
Thomas Searl 
Samuel Morris 


Theſe 4 were flopt by the em- 
, peror, to be preſented to his 
majeſy auithout ranſom. 
Edward Fitzgerald 

Thomas Stanton 
George Beale 


* 


Emanuel Rocheſter 


Theſe 8 died in the country, 
George Kilbs, maſter 
3 Parlow 

rancis Strong 
Benjamin Barton 
_ Neal 

avid Foſter 
gona Torrington 
William Richards 


Theſe 21 turned Mahometans, 


Richard Marlow 
- Stephen Barlow 
ohn Meekings 
homas Wiſn 
Joſeph Gingell 
Thomas Mears 
. Hercules Birk 
Peter Carter 
John Amous 
Thomas Mitchell 
John Howell | 
John Armatage, a Black 
George Hall 
William Steward 
Thomas Saint 
John Matthew 
Richard Black 
Daniel Crawley 
John Draycoat 
ee Butler 
TJenry Drew 


John Smith, born at Tetu- 
an, went thither after he 
got aſhore. 


Lift of thoſe who left the ſhip before the wreck. 


Left at Liſbon, on board the Black Cat, our prize. 


John Veriel J 


ohn Morris, linguiſt 
225 Left 
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= Left at Gibraltar, on board La Bella Morea, another prize, 
[1 Tho. Slugbrough John Primroſe Geo. Sampion 
A | Ran away at I. iſbon. 
Cornelius Sullivan Thomas Webb Peter Coufins 
Francis Morris John Planton 


Ran aabay at Gibraltar. 
Jervis Houber William Bennet Tho. Marn-al 
John Reynolds Nicholas Cormack 


Pat on board the Rupert for mu, ay. 
Daniel Gillet George Sampſon 


Died on board. | 
John Dennis Nicholas Maxfield Edward Holland 
| Aaron Robertſon 


Perſons in Barbary before our ſhipwreck. 


| Redeemed abi 45. Leal 
Thomas Belſon Felix Connaway Robert Ray 
Timothy Sullivan Peter Milton 


Turned Mahometans, 
| John Allen John Spicer James Towns James M'Gee 
„ Jeremiah Rowland Nich. Sykes Simon M' Kenzie 
Gn John Wright Cha. Lazenby Benz, Berkley 


Mr. Petticrew, the conſul, who was at 
Gibraltar when the wreck happened, came 
over in the Phoenix man of war a few days 
afterwards, and went to the alcaide fo obtain 
liberty for us to go to Gibraltar; but his 
reply was, that he could not grant it without 
orders from the emperor. Upon this, Mr. 
Petticrew ſent us word, that he would give 


us ropes to deſcend from the walls of the 
| towa 
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rown at night, and carry us off in a ſettee 


that ſhould be ready to receive us. 
Soon after this, we received the mortify- 
ing news, that there were no hopes of our 
getting out of the country ; and that a ſtate 
of ſlavery would be our portion, till the 
Britiſh government had diſcharged an old 
debt, claimed by the emperor, for the ran- 
ſom of a number of Britiſh captives, who 
had been delivered to John Leonard Solli- 
coffre, eſq. and returned to England about 
feventeen years ſince. 

This information was received by the 
officers before the reſt ; and they loſt no time 
in eſcaping, which they happily effected by 


means of the Phœnix's barge, the captain 


having ſent it to ſhore well manned and 


armed for the purpoſe. . 

The officers imagining that an attempt 
to eſcape all together, being ſo numerous, 
might endanger their own liberty, ſent us 
advice to lay ſtill, and the conſul would 
next day carry us off with fly ing colours. 

Thus eſcaped our captain, his three lieu- 


tenants, and the lieutenant of marines; and 
aſter theſe had got on board the Phœnix, 


the captain ſent a boat in the night, to ply 
along ſhore and carry off as þ many of us as 
"ney 
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they could find. But we were now afl put 
into goal, except Philip Obrian and James 
Clarke, who had luckily ſecreted them- 
ſelves under a rock, and being left without 


the walls, were taken in by the boat. 


No ſooner had the barge got the officers 


about a muſquet-ſhot from ſhore, but the 


town of Tangier was alarmed ; and finding 
part of their booty irrecoverably loſt, the 
Moors ſurrounded us, and breathed revenge 
for their diſappointment. We were accord- 
ingly drove to the town-goal with every 
mark of infamy and reproach. 

We cannot poſſibly convey to the mind of 
the reader an adequate idea of the goal to 


Which we were hurried. The cells at New- 


gate, deſtined to receive the moſt atrocious 
criminals, could not ſtand in competition 


with this loathſome place. 


The conſul having abandoned us, we 
knew not where to ſeek the leaſt redrefs. 
The poor pittance that had been allowed us 
at firſt, was ſtopt, and we had nothing but 
death before our eyes. For near three days 
ſucceſſively we received no manner of ſuſte- 
nance; and the alcaide, or governor of 
the town, was ſo cruel and hard-hearted, 
that when our deplorable ſtate and condition 

was. 


n 42 


6 
was laid before him, he only anſwered with 
a ſmile, If the en dogs are bung: let 
them eat the ſtones. : 
One, however, who had ſome 8 of 


humanity in him, and was not ſo much a 


barbarian as the alcaide, pleaded in our fa- 
your, and procured a licence for us.to beg 
in the day-time, with a 3 to follow us 
about the town. 

Though this, doubtleſs, was an at of 
indulgence, yet were the inhabitants endow- 
ed with ſo little charity or, compaſſion, and 
our ſubſiſtence was ſo ſmall and indifferent, 
that when one of us accidentally ſucceeded, 


the others were ready to tear him to pieces 


for part. Such animoſities amongſt fellow- 
ſufferers ſavour ſomewhat. indeed of that 
inhumanity we are inveighing againſt ; but 
neceſſity has no law, and abſolute hunger 
muſt plead our excuſe. Every night, how- 
ever, we were obliged to return with reluct- 
ance to our dark and diſmal dungeons. 

In this deplorable condition we continued 
above two months, begging all day, and lay- 
ing cloſely confined on the hard ſtones all 
night ; and we were drove to the brink of 
deſpair, being told we ſhould ſhortly be con- 
ducted to the emperor, whoſe preſence we 
dreaded. Conſcious of his arbitrary and 

; deſpotic 


N 


deſpotic power, we unanimoufly agreed, if ir 


were poſhble, to break out and make our 
eſcape, before. a command ſhould be iffued 
out for our journey up the country, in order 


to be reviewed by him. 


Accordingly we made the attempt, but 
were unhappily diſcovered. 

After ſuch an act of rebellion (as they 
termed it) we could not reaſonably expect 
any future indulgences ; nor were any ſhewn 
us ; for immediately large iron chains wete 
lock'd round our necks, and twenty of us 
were link'd together in one chain. 

Before this additional misfortune aroſe, 
we imagined our miſeries too heavy for any 
mortal to bear ; but no man, on this fide the 
grave, can form any idea of what afflictions 
he can ſuſtain, till put to the trial. 

However deplorable our caſe was before, 
it was now much worſe. We were deprived 
of ſuſtenance, locked up in a dungeon where 
little day-light entered, and began to enter- 


_ tain thoughts of killing one of the company 


by lot, for ſupport of the reſt. No words 
can expreſs the ſhock ſuch a propoſal gave 
us. The thing, however, was (thank God) 
never put into execution; and we all happily 
ſurvived this confinement, tho' fo hunger- 

O pinched 
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pinched, that each of us was ready to eat the 
fleſh trem his own bones. On our com- 
plaining to the gaoler, that moſt of us were 


periſhing with hunger, he remonſtrated to 


the town's people, who ſent eight ſmall ſheep 
to us, with two little cakes for each man. 
Two of the ſheep we inſtantly devoured 
without dreſſing, having been four days and 


nights without food. 
Mr. Petticrew, the conſul, being at Gib- 


altar, the alcaide ſent up to the emperor, 


Muley Abdallah, to know what he muſt do 
with us. Orders were returned, that he, 
the late baſhaw's ſons, and other principals 
of the town, ſhould bring us under a proper 
guard to Bufcoran, diſt int about 200 Engliſh 
miles, where he would receive us in his 
camp. 

On the 16th of May, after we had been 
four months at Tangier, Mr. Petticrew 
returned from Gibraltar, and entreated the 
governor that we might not be carried to 


the emperor, till the arrival of his excellency 


William Latton, eſq. ambaſſador from his 
Britannic majeſty, who was daily expected. 
The alcaide refuſed to do this, unleſs Mr. 


Petticrew would go with him to the emperor, 


and ſatisfy his majeſty that the ambaſſador 
| | SE: was 


PP 0 19 ). - 
Was fo ſhortly to arrive ; but this Mr. 
Petticrew declined, ſaying, he had no orders 
To to do, nor any. preſent for the emperor. 

On the 18th, of May, about nine in the 
morning, we were drove out of the priſon 
unchained, and conducted without the towns 
walls, a guard being ſet over us. "There 
we continued till the governor, the late 
baſhaw's ſons, &c. came to us; and about 
eleven o'clock we proceeded on our journey 
to Bufcoran. 

This day we marched about 10 cates ; and 
at night our guard, being about zoo men, 
encamped in a circular form. We lay on 
the ground, like a flock of ſheep, in the 
center, the {ſky being our only canspy. 

Next day we travelled about 35 miles to 
Arzelah, a ſmall walled town on the ſea- 
conſt ; where we were quartered in the Jews 
houſes, and lay on the bare boards ; but 
this was better than the preceding night's 
lodging in open camp. 5 
As ſoon as day-light appeared, we were 
rouſed; and proceeded, tho' very ſore- footed 
and lame, along the coſt about 25 miles, to 
a walled ſea-port, called Larach. There 
we continued for twelve days in the town» 


priſon. 
| C 2 During 
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During o our three days march, bread and 
water were our only allowance; and we 
were greatly diſtreſſed even for the latter 
in our journey from Arzelah to Larach. 
The reaſon of our ſtay at Larach was, that 
a meſſenger was ſent to the emperor, to 
know if it was his pleaſure that the governor 
of Larach ſhould accompany the governor 
of Tangier. Accordingly the caliph, cr 
town-major, and part of the guard of La- 
rach, were ordered to attend us. 

On the 2d of June, early in the morning, 
we proceeded for Bufcoran, encamping every 
night; and we lay on the ground without 
covering as before. The fourth night we 
reached a ſmall town called Cedee Caſtle, 
where we lay in a. meadow by the fide of a 
river ; and on the gth of June we arrived at 
the emperor's, camp at Bufcoran. | 

On our arrival within half a, mile of the: 
emperor's tent, 10 miles from Mequinez, 
we ſtaid half an hour, waiting his commands 


to be drawn. up before him. During this 


time, the countenances of the alcaide and 
others ſhewed that ſomething dreadful was 


expected from the emperor. Indeed, it is 


cuſtomary for the Mooriſh ſubjects, though 


at a confiderable diſtance from the ſovereign, | 
not 
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not to converſe aloud, but to lay their heads 
cloſe and whiſper. 


Juſt before the meſſenger came from the 
emperor, the alcaide and - chiefs of ous 


guard ranged themſelves in a line, and, ac- 


cording, to their mode, prayed in the moſt 
devout manner. The alcaide and ſeveral 
others wept much ; which made us unagine 
that the miſeries we had before expected 
were not half fo terrible as thoſe that were 


ready to befal us. 


Aſter they aroſe from prayer, A meſſenger 
from the emperor commanded them before 
his tent. They immediately got themſelves 
in order, drawn up in ene line, and placed 
us in another. The Moors procecded bate- 
footed, and we barc-footed and bire-headed. 
The ground being overgrown with prickly 
weeds, we, who were unuſed to walk with- 
out ſhoes, ſuffered inexpreſſible pain, and 
continued lame for a conſiderable time. 

We halted about the diſtance of ſixty 


paces from the emperor's tent; and the. 
guards immediately ſurrounded us. A few 
minutes after, his majeſty came forth and 
mounted his horſe; and the ſun being ex- 


ceſſively hot, an umbrella was in an inſtant 
pread Over him. He they ordered the 
oy alcaide 
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alcaide and his attendants to advance nearer. 
They all anſwered, Nama, ſede, that i is, Tes, 
maſter ; and ran to him as haſtily as if going 
to ſeize him. This is regarded as a mark of 
reſpect to the ſovereign; as it is likewiſe to 
look ſtedfaſtly in his face when before him; 
but the greateſt man in his dominions dares 
not walk in his preſence. | 
When near enough to hear him ſpeak, 

they fell on their knees, and bowed their 


faces to the ground, till he ſpoke to them. 


Then they held up their heads; and (no 
one approaching him without a gift) they 


offered a preſent they had brought, con- 


faſting of money, powder, cloth, &c. and 


ftkewiſe us poor captives. Having ſurveyed 


the things, he accepted them; and then 
ehquired Bf the alcaide what was become of 
gur captain and lieutenants. The alcaide 
anſwered, that they had eſcaped. His ma- 
jeſty then let them underſtand, that he con- 
fidered them as diſaffected villains, unworthy 


to live, as having received money for ſetting 


the officers at liberty. 

Aftel this the emperor ſent for four Eng- 
liſhmen, who had deſerted from the Spaniſh 
ſeryice at Cadiz, and had ſerved in Morocco 
about 2 year. Theſe conducted us to a caſtle 
at 
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at a little diſtance, there to remain till fur- 
ther orders. 


Having got thither, our firſt 1 was, 
that our countrymen would give us water; 


for, not having drank all day, and walked 


bare-foot on the prickly ground in a moſt 
intenſe ſunſhine, we were ſo weakened by 
pain and thirſt that we could hardly ſtand 
or ſpeak. Accordingly they brought us 
water, which we ſwallowed with a degree of 
greedineſs that cannot be ſur paſſed. 4 

We had not remained here many hours, 


before the alcaide and his attendants were 
driven into the ſame caſtle, and ironed in the 


manner as they had ſerved us at Tangier. 
Now, we imagined, he might repent having 


told us, that we may eat the ſtones to ſatisfy 


our hunger: But, notwithſtanding that in- 
human ſaying, many of us gave him bread, 
though we had but two pence a day to ſub- 
ſiſt on. 17 
Two days after this, the emperor ſent for 


us, and ordered us to ſtand in a line before 


his tent. Having placed ourſelves, he choſe 
ſix of the youngeſt, and ſent them to the 
caſtle to aſſiſt the Moors that had the eare 
of his arms; and to the remainder he or- 


dered each a pickax, and ſent us to Bufcoran 
— 
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Caſtle, #bout + mile diſtant, to begin that 
ſlavery fo much abhorred by Britons. 

Immediately on-our reaching the caſtle, 
we were ſet to pull down a large houſe that 

ſtood within it. The walls were as thick and 
' Krong as any firucture in England. Our 
method of getting them down was by un- 
dermining them; but moſt of us being 
ſtrangers to the bufinefs, wanting proper 
tools, and our attention being often diverted 
by the ſtripes of our ſevere taſk-maſters, we 
were in frequent danger of being cruſhed by 
the failing ruins. | 

The emperor often came and gave direc- 
tions about the rembval of the rubbiſh, and 
frequently ſtaid five or fix hours, ſometimes 
a whole day; during which time, to gratify 
his impatience. for the completion of the 
work, we were not allowed a moment's reſt, 
not even to ſtand upright to cafe our backs, 
or to get a drop of water, though the ſun's 
heat was ſo great, that our heads and back 
were one entire bliſter. 

In theſe diſtreſsful n many 
of our people were for conforming to the 
laws of Mahomet, that being the only terms 
vbereon they could obtain an immediate 
releaſe from their horrid flavery. Accord- 


ingly, 
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cordingly, in leſs than a month, twenty of 
our people, and eight who were in the coun- 
try before, as named in the preceding liſt, 
reſigned theinſelves to the laws of that falſe 
prophct. 

When a Chriſtian turns Mahometan, he is 
introduced to the emperor, to whom he 
makes a low bow, holds up the fore- finger of 
his right hand, and cries aloud, that his 
majeſty may hear him, Mooro feeno; Li ba 
cama, ſeede.; that is, Tama convert; long life 
to you, maſter. Then the emperor orders 
him nearer; and, perhaps, will call him 
Brother, kiſſing his head as a compliment 
on the occaſion. After this the emperor 
ſays (which he muſt repeat after him) Li 
elau Li; en elau ſeede Mahomet a ruſulau ; that 
is, God is a great God; and Mahomet is his 
prophet in heaven. This done, 'tis likely he 
will be invited to eat out of the ſame diſh 
with the emperor, who afterwards ſends him 
to Mequinez or Fez, to be circumciſed. 
As ſoon as the convert has recovered from 
the effects of circumciſion, he is again con- 
ducted to the emperor, who, having heard 
him agian repeat his renunciation of chriſ- 
tianity, gives orders for clothing him in a 
| Mooriſh habit, and preſents him with a 
. D ducat 
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ducat (68. 8d. ſterling) or ſome ſuch trifle, 
as a token of his 1 N towards a 3 
of Mahomet. 

- Thenceforwards he ho the emperor v no 
more on account of his converſion; but is 
obliged to take arms in defence of the coun- 
try as occaſion offers, and get his livelihood 
in the beſt manner he can. The Moors, 
however, conſcious that his profeffion of 
their faith aroſe rather from a wiſh to be 
releaſed from ſlavery than from any reſpect 
to Mahomet, will ſcarce have any converſa- 
tion with him, and treat him as an object of 
contempt. e 

On the fourth day after our arrival at Buf- 
coran Caſtle, about ſeven in the morning, 
his majeſty came thither, ſurveyed our work, 
and gave inſtructions for proceeding in it. 
About ten o'clock, he went to the other 
caſtle, where the alcaide and his miſerable 
companions had lain in chains, for five days, 
on the bare ground, without the leaſt allow- 
ance of proviſions ; and it they got a little 
water to allay thirſt, it was clandeſtinely 
conveyed to them by ſome. co npaffionate 
friend, who hazarded his bwn life, in caſe 
the circumiltance had reached the ears of the 

EinPcrore | 


Having 
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Having reviewed the miſerable wretches, 
he withdrew about ſixty paces from the 
There turning 
about, he gave orders that they ſhould be 


brought before him in a regular manner. 


As ſoon as they were ranged in the form 
required, the alcaide, the three ſons of the 


late baſhaw, and another principal of Tan- 


gier, were unchained and ſet apart from the 
reſt, Then, with all the apparent ſerenity 


 1maginable, he bid his ſword-bearer bring 

him his ſcymeter ; which being delivered to 

him, he drew it from the ſcabbard with a 

_ . countenance as compoſed as if he were only 
going to exerciſe a body of troops. 


One of the delinquents being, by com- 
mand, looſed from the chain and brought 


before him, the unhappy man, conſcious of 
his approaching fate, fell proſtrate and with 


tears implored his mercy. All entreaties 
were vain ; for the emperor, without parly, 


_ exclaimed, E, me Li; that is, In the name 
of God; and at one blow ſtruck off his head. 


Having thus commenced the maſſacre, 
he redelivered the ſcymeter to his fword- 
bearer, with orders for him and his aſſiſtants 


to follow che bloody example he had ſet 


them; and then retiring to a little diſtance, 
D 2 he 
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he ſtood ſtill to ſee his diabolical commands 


punctually executed. 


No leſs than 334 victims to barbarian. ty- 
ranny were thus ſacrificed, including 39 


offenders that had been in chains for ſeveral 


days before our arrival at the camp. A 
fortieth eſeaped the ſword; for he died 
whilft linked by the neck in the ſame chain 
with his wretched comrades, who were ob- 
liged to drag with them the noiſome carcaſe, 
which ſent forth a horrid ftench; no one 
daring to remove it without an expreſs 
command. 

A perſon endowed with the leaſt degree 
of humanity might imagine, that the decapi- 
tation of ſuch a number would have fatis- 
the moſt brutal reſentment. This vengeance, 
however, the emperor deemed inſufficient. 


In order, therefore, to ſtrike deeper terror 


into the minds of his ſubjects, he ordered 
all the heads that had been cut off to be 


collected in hampers, and ſent forthwith to 


the alcaide, or governor, of Mequinez, to 


be nailed upon the walls of that city in 


public view. Their carcaſſes were dragged 


about a mile from the place of execution, 
and there ſcattered like manure in a field, 


to be' devoured by the birds and beaſts of 


Prey, 
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prey, or moulder into duſt through length 
of time. | 
Sometimes, however, an act of profeſſed 
lenity is ſhewn by the ryrannical ſovereign. 
As no friend durſt ever preſume to cover 
one of thoſe bodies without his expreſs 


licence, he now and then graciouily permits 


their interment. The ceremonial of this 
is worthy notice. 

A ſpecial meſſenger, or one of his guards, 
approaches the dead body, and addreſſes it 
in the following terms: O thou imprudent, 
. preſumptuous, and difloyal toreteh ! notwith< 
landing thou didſt in thy life-time commit fo 
many and fuch enormous crimes againſt God and 
' thy king, I do now, in his name, and by bis 
expreſs order, to ſhew his ov? and affetion for 


- you, though altogether unworthy of the leaſt of 


his royal favours, freely forgive you all your pajt 
trauſgreſſions; and in conſequence thereof, as the 
fame are from this time to be buried in oblivion, 
I am come to befſiow on thy remains a decent 
interment. | | | 
We have ſaid, that before the maſſacre 
commenced, the alcaide, three of the ſons 
of the late baſhaw Hamet, and another per- 


ſon of rank, were releaſed from their chains, 
and reſerved as ſpectators of the bloody 


ſcene. 
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ſcene. We have not words to expreſs their 
horror at fight of the inhuman ſlaughter, 
whilſt they remained ignorant of their own 
fate, and feared that they were reſerved only 

to experience ſeverer tortures. | 
At length the emperor went up to them, 
and without any extraordinary emotion, ad- 
dreſſed them in the following terms: Behold 
the headleſs bodies of your iniquitous confeder ates. 
J have now given you an inconteſtible proof of my 
reſentment for your traiterous proctedings ; and I 
have in ſome meaſure ballanced acconnts with you. 
I ſball carry my vengeance no further at preſent ; 
But, as a teſtimony of your ſorrow and contrition 
I expect rat you ſend forthwith to Tangier, aud 
take care that my a fairs are duly. adminiſtred. 
This J expect from you ; and truſt that this lenity 

dull produce a reformation, and render you pevter 
ſubjects in future. 
The perſons thus maſſacred, except the 
forty offenders who were in irons before we 
came, and about fifteen leading men of 
Tangier, were poor, innocent, undefigning 
men, who had never wilfully commitred any 
act that could be conſtrued into an offence 
- againſt their emperor. Whatever they did 
vas merely through a ſonſe of civil ſubordi- 
| nation „and in compliance with the command 
of 
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of the late baſhaw Hamet, and the alcaide 


of Tangier. 

This fufficiently proves the emperor's 
tyranny. and oppreſſion; but freſh inſtances 
may be given, to ſhew how ſtudiouſly he 
ſqueezes his ſubjects property from them by 
enormous taxes; and what dreadful puniſh- 
ments attend the non-compliance with his 
demands. | 

In this caſe, he lets looſe his Black army 
on the defaulters. A general terror ſpreads 
over the devoted country, and deſtruction 
marks the footſteps of the barbarian troops, 
whoſe vengeance ſpares not even the infants 
of ſuch as cannot pay the contribution re- 


quired. 


Tho' the emperor told the alcaide, &c, 
that he had no thought of carrying his re- 


ſentment further at preſent, yet it was with 


a proviſo, that they ſhould take care that his 


demands ſhould be punctually anſwered by 


their friends at Tangier. He intended by 
this to extort a round ſum from each of 
them ; but finding himſelf diſappointed, 
he gave them to underſtand, that they had 
not fulfilled the terms of pardon, and muſt. 


therefore expect a more lingering, though 


different, death than the others had ſuffered. 
He 
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He ſummoned them to appear once more 
in his preſence, and gave orders for their 
immediate execution; but previouſly told 
them, that having promiſed they ſhould not 
dic by the ſtroke of the ſword, as they had 
forfeited their lives by a ſecond neglect, he 
had determined they ſhould all die by the 
bow-ſtring. 
on he ſelected two of the weakeſt 
men of his guards, and gave them orders to 
faſten a cord about each of their necks, and 
ſtrangle them one after another, taking a 
moderate time in the execution of their 
office. This they performed with all the 
deliberation imaginable, to aggravate the 


torments of the dying, and gratify the in- 


humanity of their deſpotic maſter. 

In this barbarous execution, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſmall number of the victims, they 
ſpent two hours; the emperor himſelf 
rejoicing in their agonies, and änmrtiag 
over them as traitors. | 

This ſcene being concluded, he are 
the carcaſes to be dragged by the heels to a 
confiderable diſtance from the place of 
execution ; but on the third day after, ac- 
cording. to his idea of mercy, he exerciſed 
his clemency in orcering their interment. . 


Such 
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Such a frequent repetition of barbarous 
acts, during the ſhorr acquaintance we had 


with our inhuman lord and maſter, could 
not fail to impreſs our minds with the moſt 
_ gloomy apprehenfions ; eſpecially as we had 


been ſeveral times informed, within the 14 
days we had been in the country, that he 


_ conſtantly ſpoke of the Britiſh nation and 
government in terms the moſt diſreſpectful ; 


and declared that he would loſe no oppor- 
tunity of taking vengeance for the diſap- 


pointment he had felt through the non-pay- 
ment of the ranſom for which we were now 


detained. The flagrant inſtances of his 
cruelty towards his own ſubjects left little 


doubt but a more exceſſive portion of mi- 


ſery was intended for thoſe of a foreign ſtate 
which had, by a non- performance of con- 
tract, as he thought, juſtly provoked his 
reſentment. 

Whilſt we were thus doubly afflicted, 
both in body and mind, by exceffive labour 


in a ſcorching climate, under the miſeries of 


hunger and thirſt, aggravated by the con- 


tinual ſtripes and reproaches of our ſtern 


overſeers, and ſtill dreading further afflic- 
tion, a ray of comfort reached us with the 


following letter from Mr. Petticrew : 
E Larach, 


E 
Larach, Friday, 24th June, 1746. 
Mr. Kills and Countiymen, 


T ſend this courier ta adviſe 500 of 
my arrival here, where I ſhall reſt ou account of 
my lameneſs till Saturday, and then procted for 
Mequinez ; and on Wedyeſday or Thurſday next 
ſhall ſee you. 

By letters lately received from the ambaſſador, 
he wwas to leave England the 28th of May, fo is 
hourly expected at Gibraltar ; 3. which I wiſh may 
be ſpeedily for your fakes ; and Gad ſend oon an 
immediate delivery. 
Jam, firs, 

Tour very humble ſervant, 
William Petticrew: 


On the 29th of June, we received advice- 
of Mr. Petricrew's arrival at Me quinez 3 and 
ſent. him ſeveral letters immediately, where- 
in we gave him a faithful repreſentation of 
our unhappy ſtate, and entreated him in the 
moſt preſſing terms to uſe his intereſt in our 
behalf, not doubting but he might be of 


| eſſential ſervice tous, when admitted to the 


emperor's preſence. 
This day the emperor ordered us all to 


appear before. him. Accordingly we were 
drawn 
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drawn up in his view; and having attentive- 
ly ſurveyed us, he (cle&ted ſixteen of the 
youngeſt, and aſked them, if they would 
tura Mahometans. This they refuſed, and 


then he diſpatched them, under a proper 


guard, immediately to Fez, to affiſt the gun 
ſmiths there in ſuch branches of their pro- 
feſſion as they might judge them moſt 


capable of. The remamder of us were 


remanded to the caſtle, with ſtrict orders to 
be kept as cloſe as poihble to our uſual 
labour. 


The Ihm are the names of the fixteen ſent to 


Fes. | 
David Foſter Alex. Hamilton 
Charles Milſon John Buckland 
Thomas Searl James Pridham 


Thomas Chapman James Macdonald 
Thomas Lawſon William Spurll 
Thomas Bell Thomas Hughes 
Mugford Dampier Richard Gough 
William Barker James Wells 


Theſe young men, in their march to 
Fez, had an opportunity of paying their 
perſonal reſpects to Mr, Petticrew at Me- 
quinez; where they lay in the very houſe, 

EZ in 
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in which that gentleman had taken up his 


quarters for that night's refreſhment. 

On the 3oth of June, Mr. Petticrew had 
admiſſion to the emperor, and delivered him 
a very handſome preſent from his majeſty 
king George, conſiſting principally of paw- 
der, ball, muſquets, fine cloth, ſuperfine 
teas, and the beſt Brazil tobacco, which 
was received with marks of pleaſure and 
approbation. 

This ceremony being over, Mr. Petticrew 
informed him, that his excellency William 
Latton, eſq. his Britannic majeſty's plenipo- 
tentiary and conſul-general, was daily ex- 
pected at Gibraltar, where, it was propoſed, 
he ſhould wait for the emperor's directions, 
in reſpect to his landing at Tetuan with the 
tokens of friendſhip committed to him by 
his maſter for the emperor's acceptance; 
after the deliyery of which, he was, if agree- 
ble, to ſettle a treaty between the two crowns 

on the moſt beneficial and permanent foun- 
dations. = 

To this the emperor anſwered, that he had 
long hoped for the arrival of ſuch an ambaſ- 
ſador from the king of Great- Britain ; and 
therefore defired Mr. Petticrew would re- 


turn, and forward him without delay. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Petticrew thereupon took leave, with- 
out noticing our deplorable circumſtances 
in the leaſt, and made the beſt of his way to 


Mequmez. Notwithſtanding his route lay 
within a mile of the caſtle in which we 
| ſlaved, he gave us no opportunity of ſpeak- 


ing to him. However, having totally neg- 
lected us when with the emperor, he could 
have given us but little comfort by ſuch an 


interview. 
Being thus deprived of a perſonal confe- 


rence, we ſent him, on the iſt of July, a 
letter, enclofing a deputation to him to re- 
ceive, in our names, the prize-money due 
to us for the French veſſel we had captured 
and ſent to Gibraltar. This, however, did 
us no ſervice; the only effe& was the pro- 
duction of the following letter from Mr. 
Petticrew : 


Gentlemen, 
I this day received your letter with 
the powwer of attorney, and ſhall do all that is in 
my power to recover your parts of the prize, which 


ſhall be farthingly reſerved for you. I ſhall 


—— —— 
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* The meaning, no doubt, is, that not a farthing of 


the money ſhould be diminiſhed, 


„ | 
alſo endeavour to collect ſome charity at Gibraltar. 
T aſſure you, I. hall do and act in every thing in 
my pozwer, to get you out of the country, ds if the 
caſe was my own ; ſo hope no more of you will be 
fo mad as to renounce your faith. The people the 
emperor has ordered to Fez lay with me laſt night, 
It makes my very heart bleed, to fee their naked 
miſeravle condition; but one comfort is, it cannot 
be long, as J expect the ambaſſador will be at 
Gibraltar before I get down. I wiſh you all 
health and happineſs, and am, firs, 

Your affectionate friend, 

| William Petticrew. 


The people, who were ſent by the empe- 
ror to Fez, remitted us information, that 
notwithſtanding they were at the conſul's 
houſe, it was with great difficulty they got 
admiſſion to his preſence; and that they 
could procure no further comfort from him, 
than a bare aſſurance that he ſhortly expected 
to ſee the ambaſſador at Gibraltar. 

The hopes of fir William Latton's 3 
- arrival were now our chief ſupport; and we 
conſtantly prayed God that the event might 
take place; eſpecially as we now found that 
even fickneſs could not procure us any re- 
ſpite from the exceſſive labours of the day. 

Indecd, 


( 38 ) 
Indeed, had the overſeers been inclined to 
indulge us, they durſt nor have done it, for 
fear of being puniſhed themſelves. 
At length Mr. Kilbs, who had been maſter 
of our ſhip, having ſtood to his work till 
nature was worn out, fainted under the 
fatigues he had endured. The emperor 
ſeeing him extended on the ground, aſked 
one of the overſeers the reaſoa of his lying 
in that indolent poſition, and why he was not 
ſpurred up to his work. Being informed 
that he could not ſtand, he ordered Mr. 
Kilbs to be brought before him, that he 
might be ſatisfied of the truth of the caſe. 
Three Moors thereupon took him up and 
bore him to the emperor, who, perceiving 
the unhappy man to be really in the agonies 
of death, ordered him to be conveyed to the 
outer part of the caſtle, the place appointed 
for our lodgings, where he ſoon expired 
in ſolitude, without a roof to cover him, or 
a friend to cloſe his eyes and firetch his 
ſtiffening limbs. However, when our day's 
labour was ended, we paid him the laſt 
good office of humanity, and interred his 
remains with all the decency that could be 
ſhewn them by perſons in our moſt unhappy 


eircumſtanc es. 
The 


„ 
The news of the inhuman maſſacre that 


had been executed on the alcaide of Tangier, 
&c. ſoon ſpread to the remoteſt parts of the 


empire; and it may naturally be imagined, 


that a proceeding ſo cruel and deſpotic 


would rouſe a ſpirit of indignation and pro- 
duce an oppoſition to the tyrant, wherever 


there could be a hope of attacking him with 
ſucceſs. 

In many places, even among the vaſſals of 
ſo powerful and terrible a deſpot, human 
nature revolted at idea of his tyranny ; and 
public deteſtation began to be manifeſted 
in murmurings and expreſſions of diſcontent. 

Mutey Muſtudy, brother to the emperor 
Muley Abdallah, baving long meditated an 


attack upon the throne, judged this time 


of public clamour, to be a moſt favourable 
opportunity for an attempt to accomplith 
his wiſhes. Accordingly, he uſed every 
artifice to increaſe the people's hatred of his 
brother; and diſpatched his emiſſaries to all 
quarters, to ſound the inclinations of the 


people, and to excite the moſt diſcontented 


to an immediate revolt, promiſing to head 
the inſurgents in perſon as ſoon as they 


ſhould have collected their forces at a gene- 


ral rendezvous. 
According 
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According to his wiſhes, the city of 


Tangier moſt readily eſpouſed his intereſt ; 


and the city of Larach, ſtill mourning the 


deaths of ſeveral of its principal people, 
who had ſhared the untimely fate of the 
alcaide of Tangier, were no leſs inclined to 
avenge their blood. The inhabitants of 
the ſea-ports of Arzelah and Saffaah alſo 
entered into the meaſures of oppoſition ; 


and the ſpirit of inſurrection extended itſelf 


with greater rapidity than Muley Muſtudy 
had at firſt imagined to have been poſſible. 
Application was likewiſe made to Old Fez 


for its affiſtance in the important attempt. 


Old Fez, taking their remonſtrances into 
conſideration, and reflecting with reſentment 
on the arbitary proceedings of Muley Ab- 
dallah, fent deputies to the Beneceens, or 
farmers, to lay before them the ſtate of the 
rebellion now commenced, and ſound their 
inclinations in regard to an affair of ſuch 
importance; defiring them to communi- 
cate. their thoughts freely, if they were 
under the leaft uneafineſs through immode- 
rate taxes, or impoſitions of any other kind; 
and if they were inclinable to ſeek redreſs, 
to aſſure them, that Old Fez would aſſiſt in 
their endeavours to pull down the tyrant 

F Abdallah, 


8 


( 42 ) 
Abdallah, and eſtablith Muley Muſtudy on 
the throne. 

Theſe 88 were approved of by the 
Beneceens, who joined without the leaſt 
heſitation, and uſed their utmoſt intereſt and 
endeavours to bring over the inhabitants of 
Mequinez to eſpouſe the cauſe of Muley 
Muſtudy ; but theſe were too ſtrongly attach'd 
to the government of Muley Abdallah, for 
any argument to have the leaſt influence 


upon them; tho' they acknowledged the 


maſſacre to be ſoraſh a diſplay of his power 
as they conld. not approve of. 
Tho' this refuſal proved in ſome: meaſure. 

mortifying, yet an application was made 
directly to the natives of Hianiah, another 
populous part of the country, who had not 
reſolution to-embark in the plot, fearing the 
conſequences of failure, as they ſtill remem- 
bered the ſevere hardſhips they had ſuffer'd 
ſome years before on a lixe intendel revolu- 
tion. 

Not diſheartened even by this ſecond 
repulſe,, they ſounded the diſpoſition of 
the people of Sallee ; and here they received 
all the encouragement they could wiſh. 


| Theſe joined the Beneccens with the utmoſt 


alacrity, openly exclaimed againſt deſpotiſm 
| and 
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( 43 ) 
and arbitrary power, and promiſed to ſup- 
port the intereſt of Muley Muſtudy at the 
hazard of their lives. 

Things being now ripe for execution, 
the malecontents aſſembled their forces, 
forming an army near 30,000 ſtrong, and 
unanimouſly determined to give battle to 
Muley Abdallah. 7 

The emperor had conſtant intelligence of 
theſe operations; and on receiving advice 

of their intended march to attack him, he 
inſtantly removed from Bufcoran Caſtle, 
and gave orders for bringing us to the other 
caſtle, which lay nearer to the place of his 
encampment. 

On eur arrival there, one part of us were 
employed in aſfiſting their maſons ; and the 
reſt were ſet to levelling the rocky irregu- 
larities which disfigured the road between 
the caſtle and his mehullo, or camp. 

As the emperor fat for ſeveral hours every 
day to be an eye-witneſs of our progreſs in 
the work, we were kept to it ſo cloſely that 
it is impoſſible for us to deſcribe the toils 
and fatigues we were obliged to undergo. 
After the rocky prominences were reduced 
to the emperor's ſatisfaction, we were ordered 
to convey the huge pieces which had been 

5 cut 


1 
cut off to one corner of the caſtle. A work 


like this was more fit to be performed by 
| horſes than human creatures; and, as may 


eaſily be ſuppoſed, the few rags we had to 


cover us were ſoon torn from our backs; fo 
that moſt of us, by the time this job Was 
completed, were obliged to work nale as 
low as our waiſts. 

The revolt of the emperor's ſubjects took 
place at the latter end of July. This being 
the hotteſt ſeaſon of the year, and our duty 
being rendered exceſſive by the diſpatch 
required in the preſent ſtate of his affairs, 
we were conſtantly bliſtered by the ſcorch- 
ing rays of the ſun, till at length we became 
enured to it, and our hides were ſo perfectly 
tanned, that it would have been difficult for 
our moſt intimate e to have 
recognized us. 

About the middle of Auguſt, the male- 
contents began their march towards Buf- 
coran; and on the 20th of the ſame month, 
they ned their tents within two miles of 
the emperor's camp. | | 

On the 3oth, they began to block up the 
road, in order to cut off his communication 
with the city of Mequinez. To prevent the 
completion of this defign, Muley Abdallah 

deter- 
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determined to march at the head of his 


Black army, which equalled the enemy in 
number, and give them battle at all ad- 
ventures. 

Accordingly, on the 2d of September, 
an engagement commenced, which was 
continued by repeated attacks and ſkirmiſh- 
ings for three days, with various ſucceſs. 
Both parties had at times ſhewn inſtances 
of courage and vigour ; but at length the 
forces of Muley Muſtudy obliged the Blacks 
to fly to the caſtle in the utmoſt confuſion, 
though the emperor Abdallah had uſed 
his utmoſt endeavours to inſpire them 
with courage by his preſence and intrepid 


example. 


On the 4th, in the night, the malecon- 
tents ſet fire to the emperor's camp; and 
by deſtroying his whole magazine of powder, 
which had been treaſured up in a particular 
tent, they diſabled him from making any 
further attacks at that time. 

All that night we kept cloſe within the 
caſtle; and early next morning, having 
muſtered all his force, the emperor marched 


out. Having divided his Black army into 


two parts, he placed one on the right, and 


the other on the left, of his-body-guards ; 
and 


(46) 


and ordered his baggage, with the women, 
children, converts, and Chriſtian ſlaves, to 
advance in front. In this order we moved 
forwards for Mequinez; but the enemy 
having poſſeſſed themſelves of many advan- 
tageous poſitions on each ſide of our route, 
we were continually harraſſed in our march, 
{Kirmiſhing all the way, whereby numbers 
were killed and wounded on each fide. 

Being at length arrived within a mile of 
Mequinez, whilſt croſſing a river, we diſ- 
covered about 200 armed men advancing 
towards us, whom we at firſt took for a party 
of the enemy ; but on a nearer approach, 
we perceived the butt-ends. of their muſ- 
quets extended towards us, intimating that | 
| they were friends; and we afterwards found ö 
1 they had come from Mequinez to aſſiſt the | 
| i emperor. On diſcovering them to be auxi- 
| liaries, our army gave a general ſhout ; and 
indeed they afterwards proved very ſervice- 
| able; for being all freſh men, they repulſed 
| the rebel parties which harraſſed us, and 
| about eight at night, the emperor arrived 
| ſafe at Mequinez, with all his baggage, 
women, &c. The army, except the body- 
1 guards, were encamped without the wall 
N 5 | 
| 


for that night. 
As 
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3 
As for us poor captives, though we had 
our ſhare in the fatigues of the day's march, 
we were not allowed a moment for reſt or 


refreſhment, but were kept hard at work till 


midnight, in unloading the emperor's bag- 
gage, and removing quantities of iron from 


place to place. 


The Black army being next day quartered 


in the city, the rebels had the country 


to plunder at diſcretion. Their continual 


depredations and ſtopping proviſions from 


the city excited the indignation ot the Black 
troops, who requeſted the emperor's per- 
miſſion to go againſt the enemy, promiſing 
to chaſtiſe their inſolence wherever they 
ſhould meet them. | 

In conſequence of this loyalty to their 
ſovereign, they had daily ſkirmiſhes with the 


malecontents for near a month, in which 


time great numbers were cut off on both 

ſides. | | 
Theſe engagements were always entered 

into at ſo ſmall a diſtance from the town, 


that we, who were within the walls, could 


hear the report the muſquets. 

This was an artful ſcheme of the Blacks, 
as having always ſhelter to fly to, in caſe 
they found the enemy an oyer-match. 
They 


 — — —— m 
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They, however, maintained the field all the 
day-time, but made the town their place of 
rendezvous in the evening. It was cuſtomary 
for them to march in before it was dark, 
each firing his piece as fancy led him, 
boaſting of the petty conqueſts they had made 
over the enemy wherever they attacked them, 
and loudly vociferating, Long live Muley Ab- 
dallah ! May Mahomet enable us ts cut of 
the heads of all ſuch as dare to eſpouſe the nverefs 
of the uſurper Muley Muſtudy. 

The malecontents, finding it iii 
for them to puſh any temporary advan- 
tages which they might obtain to a deciſive 
victory, while the emperor's forces had the 

city to cover their retreat, determined to 
carry on their depredations at a greater 
diſtance from Mequinez, in order to draw 
the enemy to an engagement in a ſpot ſo 
remote from their fortifications, that, ſhould 
they be ſo fortunate as to put them to the 
rout in the field, they might have an oppor- 
tunity of completing their ſucceſs by cut- 
ting off their retreat. 

With this view, they one night removed 
their camp to ſuch a diftance, that the ſcouts 
from Mequinez could get no ſight of them 

in the > morning. N 


1 


83 
la the courſe of the day information was 
3 brought to the emperor, that the inſur- 
7 gents had in their march intercepted a 
* coffelet of conſiderable value, in its paſ- 
ſage from Hianiah to Mequinez. On re- 
F ceipt of this intelligence, the Black com- 
# manders held a council of war, in which 
it was determined to apply for the ſove- 
NF reign's leave to follow the enemy; and to 
take ſuch meaſures for their ſuppreſſion 
as ſhould effectually prevent the like mis- 
fortune in future. | 
Abdallah, tranſported at this new inſtance _ 
of the fidelity of his Black officers, not only 
aſſented to their propoſition, but, in order 
to animate them to a vigorous performance 
of it, preſented to each of the alcaides, or 
principal commanders, one of his own 
ſaddle - horſes. 

This was a mark of imperial bounty they 
had never before experienced, and was of 
itſelf ſufficient to have ſtimulated them 
to the moſt heroic acts of valour. But this 
diſtinguiſhed piece of munificence was not 
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A coffelet is a number of horſes, mules, and car- 
riages, laden with treaſure. 
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an adequate manifeſtation of the generoſity 


which the emperor's embarraſſments had 
taught him to aſſume an appearance of. 
As a further inſtance of his regard, he 
beſtowed on each of them a rich garment 
taken from the wardrobe of his deceaſed 
father. This was a preſent incomparably 
ſuperior to the former, and ſuch as had 
not been given, even to his moſt parti- 
cular favourite, ſinee his acceſſion to the 
throne. The value of this gift was en- 
hanced in the eſtimation of the receivers 
as well by the prejudices of religious ve- 
neration as by the ſentiments of civil and 
military honour; for the emperor's father, 
though as deſpotic and tyrannical as the 
ſon, having, after his death, been raiſed 
to the honour of a ſaint by canonization, 
every veſtment that belonged. to him was 
imagined to have acquired a degree ſanctity 
from. the wearer, and was confidered as a 
religious relick of peculiar efficacy in the 
preſervation of its poſſeſſor. Such reve- 
rence was the memory of the emperor's 
father held' in, that his name was often 
uſed with veneration equal to that ſhewn for 


Mahomet's itſelf. The common beggars 


of the country, when they would excite 
. 


0 

x religious Moor to an act of charity, 
think they cannot more effectually acoom- 
pliſh their aim than by implocing his 
beneficence in the name of this ſaint. 
It is to be noted likewiſe, that there is 
a kind of holy privilege conferred on the 
emperor's horſes, which is ſomewhat ana- 
logous to that poſſeſſed by the ſanctuaries of 
the Jews and Chriſtians in times paſt ; for if 
any malefaQtor, however criminal, can be 
ſo. fortunate as to lay hold of the mane or 
tail of one of thoſe, his pardon 1s certainly 


obtained. 
In addition to all this, the emperor 


authoriſed the commanders to inform the? 
individuals of their reſpective companies, 
that ſhould their efforts be ſucceſsful in the 
ſuppreſſion of rebellion, he would, on 
their return to Mequinez, beſtow one of 
the late emperor's garments on each ſol- 
dier that ſhould have diſtinguiſhed himſelf ; 
and that forty kentles (forty hundred- 
weight) of filver ſhould be diſtributed as 
a token of his royal bounty to the army 
: in general. | 
4 If the actual preſentation of the ſacred 
robes and the emperor's horſes to the al- 
x. - © cades could incite hem to bravery, the 
3 G2 promiſe 


( 532 ) 
promiſe of a large reward to. the common 
ſoldiers would, it was imagined, operate 
no leſs pewerfully, as their ordinary allow- 


ance of pay and clothing was ſo ſmall and 


ſo badly diſtributed, that they were almoſt 
total ſtrangers to both. _ 

Encouraged by theſe great promiſes, on 
the fourth day they marched out of the 


city of Mequinez; and having reached 
the neighbouring plain, they were drawn 
up by their alcaides for the emperor's 


review. To this purpoſe, the emperor 
went forth; and after continuing with 
them about three quarters of an hour, he 


expreſſed his ſatisfaction at their appear- 


ance, which at his departure was anſwered 
by a general ſhout of Long live Muley Abe 
dallah ! Down with the rebels! SW. 


As they continued their march, they fired 


their muſquets, and committed a thouſand 
irregularities which would not fail to pro- 
voke the ridicule of any one acquainted 
with the diſcipline of a European army. In 
ſhort, their march bore more 'reſemblance 


to a return from a war finiſhed by com- 


plete victory, than to a going-out to fight 
an enemy who had already handled them 


ſomewhat roughly. 


— ———————————— 
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1 
On the emperor's return to his palace 
at Mequinez, we poor captives were drawn 


up rank and file, that we might pay our 


homage to him in an orderly manner as he 
paſſed by. 

At his approach, he cd ſhort and 
ſurveyed us. In a few minutes after, he 
aſked our overſeer what place was fixed on 
for our lodging. The overſeer pointed to 
a_wall at a little diſtance, and informed 
him, that we were ſtationed at nights to 
take our reſt at the foot of it. The em- 
peror then looking round him, ſaw an 
open arch, which ſtood in front of one 
of the buildings in his garden, and di- 


rected that we ſhould quarter there, as 


2 place more convenient and comfortable 
than the other. 

This being the firſt act of humanity we 
had ever experienced from the emperor, it 
gave us no ſmall degree of pleaſure. We 
warmly congratulated each other on the 
receipt of ſo unexpected an indulgence ; 
and began to flatter ourſelves that capri- 
cious fortune was now growing weary of 
perſecuting us, and that our affairs would 
ſoon wear a more favourable aſpect. In 


wo our minds received no leſs refreſh- 
ment 


(6-4 3 5 
ment from reflections of this nature than f 
did our bodies on being ſheltered from 
the cold dews which had before nightly 
deſcended upon us. 

This pleaſure, however, was not with- 
out its alloy; for the malicious Moors, 
1 grudging us even this little convenience, 
| diſturbed us repeatedly in the night, by 
| pelting us with clods of earth, and now 
| and then a ſtone. Though this was to 
| their unfeeling minds a matter of mere 4 
diverſion, yet it was of ſerious import to | 
| us, as we lay in imminent danger of having 
our brains beat out by a cowardly enemy 
whom we could not ſee, and durſt not at 
any rate attack. We, however, in ſome 
degree ſcreened ourſelves. from the intended 
effects of theſe aſſaults. Luckily for us, 
there grew within the encloſures of the 
garden ſeveral hedges of canes, which were 
u ed there as aqueducts; and with a quantity 
of theſe interwoven, we formed ſuch a fence 
towards the opening of the arch within 
which we lay, as afforded a tolerable degree 
of protection. | 

Upon the whale, the Infarct of the 
emperor's ſubjects was of great ſervice to 
us ; for the attention of our maſters being | 

| diverted 


„ 

diverted to weightier affairs, we had ſome 
reſpite from the toils which would otherwiſe 
have been impoſed on us: Nay, there 


is reaſon to imagine, that many of us 


owed our lives to this public diſturbance ; 
for had not the emperor been driven from 
Bufcoran Caſtle, the majority of us muſt 
inevitably have periſhed under the conti- 
nuance of the inceflant labours that we 
underwent during his encampment near 
that place. | 

In our preſent better circumſtances, ſuch 
as had been reduced to the brink of the 
grave began to recover ſtrength; and all 
that were able employed themſelves in 
patching the few rags that remained to 
cover our nakedneſs. Our allowance too 
was greater now than at Bufcoran, being 
increaſed to two pence per day each man. 
We had licence to go into the town, to 
lay out our pittance to the beſt advantage; 
and though the natives of the country 
are moſt notoriouſly addicted to take all 
advantages of the inexperience of ſtran- 
gers, we were upon the whole but little 
ſufferers in this particular, having by this 
time got a competent acquaintance with 


their mercenary diſpoſitions, and obtained 
>» . © a 
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a ſmattering of the language ſufficient to 
enable us to do our little buſineſs without 
being duped by their artifices. _ 

As the Black army had now been ab- 
ſent for a conſiderable time, and we had 
heard of only a few inconſiderable ſkir- 
miſhes with ſmall parties of the enemy, 
we began to believe that the main body 
of the malecontents had diſperſed them- 
ſelves in a panic. However, about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, the city of Me- 
quinez was put into a great alarm by a 
vague account of the commencement of 
a general action, the event of which was 
ſtill a matter of uncertainty. 

From this painful ſtate of doubt and 
ſuſpence the citizens were relieved about 
three hours after, by the arrival of an ex- 
_ preſs from the commander in chief, with 
advice of a complete victory over the 
rebels. + | 

Soon after this, the army returned to 
Mequinez with colours flying ; the ſoldiers 
wantonly diſcharging their muſquets at 
their own pleaſure, and exhibiting ten 
thouſand moſt extravagant and ludicrous 
airs of triumph and exultation. As a 
further teſtimony of their ſucceſs, they 
: | diſplayed 
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diſplayed the ſpoils of the enemy's camp; 
and brought with them in baſkets the heads 


of a number of the friends of Muley Muſtu- 
dy, which were immediately nailed by the 
ears in the market; places and other public 
parts of the city. 

At laſt the army were drawn up in a line, 
near the walls of the palace; and a running 
fire (after the manner of rejoicing in that 
country) was kept up for ſeveral minutes, 
each man diſcharging his piece rapidly one 
after another, proceeding from right to left, 
till every ſoldier had fired thrice. 

This ceremony being over, the ſoldiers 
diſperſed themſelves through every part of 
the city, each diſcharging his piece before 
the door of his reſpective quarters, repeating 
Down with the rebels! Long live our great 
ſovereign Muley Abdallah ! and concluding 


with a triumphant huzza. 


As we had been bleſt with a confider- 
able reſpite from the ſeverity of labour, 
we began to imagine that this was a 
deſigned indulgence, ariſing from ſome 
extraordinary circumſtance which had par- 
ticularly operated in our favour with the 
emperor. This circumftance, we flattered 
ourſelves, could be nothing leſs than his 

= majeſty” Q 
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having authentic intelligence of the Bri- 
tiſn ambaſſador's arrival at Gibraltar; 
which would ſoon be followed by his 


appearance at Mequinez, and our happy 


deliverance out of the houſe of bondage. 

Proportioned to our elation of ſpirit 
in the pleaſing contemplation of theſe 
ideas, was the dejection we felt at the. 
diſcovery that it was. but a fiction of our 
fancies, which our wiſhes rather than, a 


ſober judgment had led us to entertain 


as matter of fact. 
In the midſt of this reverie, we were 
haſtily ſummoned, ts appear before the 


emperor. The moſt languiſhing eye in 


our company ſparkled with pleaſure at 


the. citation, and we haſtened with all“ 


fpeed to receive. a promiſe, if not "_ ad- 
tual gift of freedom. 

Conceive then, if. poſſible, our morti- 
fication. on receiving orders from the 
empetor to loſe no time in removing, a8 
enormous pile of wood that ſtood in his 
way to a more commodi ous ſituation at 4 
quarter of a mile's diſtance. | 

In this buſineſs we were labourioudly: 


engaged two days; at the Expiration of 


which the emperor, expreſſed great diſ- 
pleaſure, 


1. 39 

pleaſure, as a conſiderable ſhare of the 
Work remained to be done. Near an hun- 
dred of his foot-guards were next morn- 
ing ordered to aſſiſt us; and here we had 
a new inſtance of the impatience of his 
temper, and of the arbitrary and deſpotic 
deominion which he poſſeſſed over the lives 
of his ſubjects. 

When he had determined on the ſpeedy 
completion of this job, he would attend 
For hours together, to mark its progreſs, 
and compel-our overſeers to keep every 
Labourer ſtrictly to it. In the number 
of our aſſiſtants were two ſuperannuated 
ſoldiers, ſo weakened by the infirmities of 
old age, that their tottering limbs could 
ſcarce carry the load with which nature 
herſelf had burthened them. After two 
or three turns, their little abilities were 
exhauſted, and they determined to apply 
to the emperor himſelf, truſting they 
Thould find a relief from their taſk through 
his clemeney and a conſideration of their 
4nfirmities. 

Accordingly, having declined their work, 
#he emperor noticed it with reſentment z 
MF#hereupon they addrefſed him in the moſt 
humble and ſubmiſſive manner, aſſuring 
Aike him 
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him of their willingneſs to obey all his 


commands, and that nothing but down- 


right incapacity had occaſioned their ceſ- 
ſation from labour: They likewiſe repre- 
ſented, that they had faithfully ſerved in 
the army eighteen years during the life- 
time of the Blefled Muley Iſhmael, his 
father; and had continued in his own 


ſervice from his acceſſion. On theſe conſi- 
derations, they entreated his - majeſty to 
pity their infirmities, and hoped he would 


charitably afford them ſome ſupport dur- 
ing the ſhort remainder of a life hither- 
to devoted to the ſeryice of his good 
father and himſelf, = | 
To this juſt and pathetic remonſtrance 
he replied, that he plainly perceived they 


were unable to labour any longer; and, 


ſuch being the caſe, he thought it his 
duty ro relinquiſh all expectation of future 


ſervice. from them, and to take imme- 
diate care that they ſhould be ſecured as 


much as poſſible from the evils of old 
age and poverty. Having delivered this 
anſwer with a diabolic ſneer, he turned to 


two of his guards, and gave them orders 
to eaſe the old men of all their cares by 


ſnhooting them thro' the head inſtantly, 


His 


r 


1 
. His commands were executed in a mo- 
ment. Now, ſaid he, in return for your 
. ſervices, I have taken effeftual care that you 


f »ſhould not languiſb in poverty and diſeaſe. Your 
2 'forrows in this life are at an end; and 1 
'$ ; ſhall ſhew you a further mark of my care, 
2 by ordering your bodies a decent interment. 


_ Having ſoon finiſhed the removal of the 
wood, we were remanded to our lodgings 


Xx in the arch; and from this time we ex- 
8 perienced no' more hard labour at. Me- 


quinez, where we remained in the whole 
about. fix weeks, It is not to be under- 
ſtood, that during this period of leiſure 
we were wholly inactive. The truth is, 
4 there was ſome work to be done every 
4 day, ſuch as might he accompliſhed by 
fix-or ſeven us; and this being performed 
1 in rotation, we had no reaſon to murmur 
or complain. 
During our reſidence at Mequinez, the 
emperor had employed ſome of his Moors 
in removing a number of large oil-jars to 
2 ſtore-houſe intended for that particular 
article. Having been negligent in this 
buſineſs, and fearing the emperor's arrival 
before the work ſhould be finiſhed, they 
applied to our overſeer for ſome of us 
} ts 
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to aſſiſt them. This requeſt was readily 
complied with, and fix of us ſet about 
removing the jars with all expedition; 
but before we had finiſhed, the emperer 
came out of his apartment, mounted his 


horſe, and rode towards us. 


On his approach, we all, according, to 
euſtom, cried out, Long live Muley Aldal- 
Jah, aur good maſter! and then fell pro- 
ſtrate before him, and kiſſed the ground... 
After this, we ranged ourſelves in a _ 
to receive his commands. 

The emperor diſcovering that ſome uf 
us had aſſiſted the Moors in the removal 
of the jars, ſent a meſſenger to require 
the immediate attendance of our over- 
ſeer. He inſtantly came, and the empe- 


ror aſked him, with a frown, Ay are the 


Cbriftians ſet upan this work ?® Who: gave 


you orders for the purpoſe ® The overſeer, 


conſcious of his error, and trembling for 
the .confequences of the difcavery, threw 
imſelf av the emperor s feet, and beg - 
ged forgiveneſs in the moſt eatneſt manner. 
The emperor turned a deaf car to all his 
ientreaties; and, to convince his ſubjects 
that none ſhould dare employ his Chriſ- 
Fand work not 3 by him, 
ROE Ws he 
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"the ordered 2 pair of iron fetters to be 


ſent for; and in the mean time directed 
four of his guards to extend the gver- 
ſeer at full length and baſtinado him till 
the meſſenger returned. Happily for him, 

the fetters were foon brought; for he 
eould net have long endured the ſeverity 
of, the baftinado. The irons being laid 


before the emperor, he commanded the 


exccutioners to ceaſe beating him, and 
faſten the heavy chains about his legs. 
This being done, he ſent an attendant. for 
an inftrument reſembling that which our 
gardeners uſe to root up weeds ; and de- 


livering it to the degraded. overſcer, ſent 
him, bruiſed, and, fettered as he was, to 


make mortar, 

This work, to W he had; never 
been accuſtomed, he was now obliged ta 
follow, very cloſely for fourteen ſucceſſive. 


days. And at the expiration of that | 
term, there is little daubt but he had 


fully determined never to offend his lord 
and maſter by employing his Chriſtian 


ſlaves, in the work allotted to Maors. 


Ts: ſay the truth, we received aurſelves 


ſome little ſatisfaction from his chaſtiſe- 


ment and degradation, We. had, to our 


ſorrow, 
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ſotrrow, often experienced the ill effects of 
that luſt of deſpotiſm and brutal ferocity 
which marked the conduct of this petty 
tyrant; it was therefore natural for us 
to be ſomewhat pleaſed to ſee our cauſe, 
as it were providentially, revenged on 
him by a higher defpot, of principles 
and character the very proverypes of his 
own. 8 

This ſeverity to out 6vetſeer being, at 
his releaſe, ſucceeded by a preſent to us 
from the emperor of five large bowls vf 
cuſcuſu (containing about half a buſhet 
each, with a quantity of minced mutten 
in it) we flattered ourſelves that the em- 
peror was not ſo implacable an enemy 
to the Chriſtians as we had at firſt took 
him to be. This, however, was a wrong 
conceit; for every ptinciple of the man 
Was fwallowed up in the ruling paſſion 
of the tyrant. The luſt of uncontrouled 
dominion, an impatience of the leaſt ob- 
ſtruction to his deſires, hurried him into 
the moſt ſhocking acts of cruelty. An 
error, even in the endeavour to pleaſe 
him, would excite his anger. In ſhort, his 
barbarities were the effects of his nature; his 


benieſivence the offspring of fear or caprice. 
Though 
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Though we were totally innocent of 


having the leaſt ſhare in procuring the 


puniſhment of the overſeer ; yet it being 
fomewhat natural for men to conceive an 
antipathy towards any object connected 
with the cauſe of their unhappineſs, we 
were under. great apprehenſions that he 
would take opportunities to vent his ſpleen 
againſt us: His chaſtiſement, however, 
had a contrary effect; for not only he, 
but the Moors in general, were thence- 
forward extremely cautious not to bur- 
then us with any labour, or offer us any 
inſult, without being previouſly well ſatis- 


| fied of the emperor's approbation or acqui- 


eſcence. We could ſometimes overhear 
them diſcourſing. to this effect: Our em- 


peror confiders theſe Chriſtian Infidels as a 


valuable part of his property, on account of 
the revenue he expects in their ranſom ; and 
for the ſame reaſon, he looks upon them as 


his own peculiar flaves, and regards it as 


an inſult to himſelf, if any one offers to uſe 
them in any buſineſs without his expreſs or- 
ders: We muſt therefore be careful, or, for 
the next offence, inſtead of the baſtinado, he 


may order our heads to be lopped off, if the 


humour takes him. | 
[ — — 


4 
In addition to theſe favourable circum- 
ſtances, we received a viſit from the em- 
peror's aid de camp, who came to ac- 
quaint us, that he had delivered à letter 
into his majefty's hands, from the alcaide 


of Tetuan, the purport of which, he was 


well aſſured, was to notify the arrival of 
the Britiſh ambaſſador at Gibraltar, as he 
himſelf had received a letter of the ſame 
tenor from a correſpondent at Tetuan. 
This welcome information was furrher 
confirmed to us by one of the emperor's 
brothers, who came to us the ſame even- 
ing, and enquired if we had heard any 
news of the arrival of an ambaſſador from 
England. We reſpectfully anſwered, that 
we had no authentic information of that 
event, but expected daily to hear of it. 
He then aſſured us, that the ambaſſador 
was indeed at Gibraltar; and very kindly 
added, to comfort us, that he had heard 
the emperor ſay he would readily releaſe 
us, if the ambaſſador had any thing rea- 


ſonable to offer in our behalf. 


On the receipt of this good news, it 
may eaſily be imagined, we had but little 
inclination to ſleep ; we accordingly ſpent 
the night in mutual congratulations and ene 

tertaining 
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tertaining diſcourſes, in which we fancifully 
anticipated the pleaſures we expected ſoon 


to enjoy in the fight of our native coun- 


try and the company of our friends. But 
theſe agreeable ideas were in the morn- 
ing ſomewhat ſuppreſſed by one of our 
party obſerving, that there was yet much 
room to doubt the truth of the report, 


as we had not received any intelligence of 


the matter either from his excellency or 
from Mr. Petticrew, one of whom would 


very probably have been ſpeedy in ſend- 


ing us an account of ſuch importance, 
had it any foundation. 

To this it was, replied, that the empe- 
ror's brother was a man of ſuch eſtabliſhed 


good reputation, that there could be no 


reaſon to doubt his having received the 
account from the emperor ; and there was 
no rational argument to be advanced which 
could ſupport the idea of the emperor's 


intending to impoſe. on his brother or on 


=. | 
The report in the morning we found 
to be univerſal ; and before noon we ſaw 
the emperor's brother again, who affured 
us, that his majefty intended to ſend a 


letter to the alcaide of Tetuan, with orders 


12 for 
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for him to invite the Britannick ambaſ. 


ſador on ſhore ; and that a detachment 
from the Black army ſhould be ſent to 
wait on him at the alcaide's houſe, and 
eſcort him from thence to court, | 


This gave us freſh ſpirits; and the moſt 


incredulous amongſt ys. were induced to 


wait with the greater patience for the 
much-defired confirmation, under the con- 
ſideration that our labours and diſtreſſes 


were now very light in compariſon of 
what they had been. 

On the 8th of October, advices were 
received from New Fez, that the roads 
in its neighbourhood were ſo infeſted by 
the rebels, that no coffelet would attempt 


to approach that capital, on account of 


the great riſque of falling into the hands 
of the enemy; and that the citizens were 
apprehenſive of ſuffering a famine, as the 
communication with the country was fo 
much cut off, that the ſupplies of pro- 
viſion were very precarious and ſcanty ; 


wherefore they moſt earneſtly entreated 


the emperor to ſend troops to their im- 
mediate ſuccour. 


In anſwer to this requeſt, the emperor 


informed them, that he would forthwith 
pay 


0 


pay them a viſit in perſon, and make 2 


ſevere example of the diſturbers of his 


| repoſe. 


During the reſt of our | ſhort ſtay at 
Mequinez, we had the comtortable op- 


portunity of furniſhing ourſelves with a 


plenty of fruits, ſuch as pomegraintes, 


pumpkins, figs, grapes, &c. which gre'v 


in the emperor's garden in the utmoſt 


profuſion; ſo that, with our allowance of 


a blanqueen (abour two-pence) per day, 
we now lived in affluence, compared with 
our fare at Bufcoran. | 


The generality of the inhabitants of 


Mequinez are of a tolerably good com- 


plexion, moderate in height, and well 
proportioned. To give the better ſort of 


the citizens their due, they are far more 
humane and civilized than thoſe of Tan- 
gier, and indeed thoſe of any other place 


in this country at which it was our fate 
to reſide. The lower claſſes, however, 
even in this moſt poliſhed city of the 


empire. (if we may be allowed to call 


any part of ſuch an empire poliſhed) are 
extremely brutith and ſavage ; and ſo in- 
veterate is their hatred towards a Chriſ- 
tian, that they would Kill him with as 

little 


CON 3 
little ſeruple as they would the moſt ve- Fo] 1 
| nemous reptile, were they not reſtrained 
4 by the high hand of deſpotiſm, whoſe 
I tender mercies in this particular are the E 
0 effects of avarice alone, a principle more 3 
| ſordid, though perhaps not ſo pernicious 3 
I as the religious antipathy of the bigot. _ 
| Whenever they meet a Chriſtian, unleſs 5 
| deterred by ſome preſent obſtacle, they 3 
i _ greet him with reproaches and expreſſions 
| of contempt. The beſt word they can 
l utter is, You are a Coffer, that is, an Tn- 
| fidel or Unbeliever ; and when they chaſtiſe 
ll their beaſts of burden to quicken their 
progreſs, they generally accompany their 
laſhes with the words Evau abble, Enſarah, 
that is, Meud your pace, 2” Chriſtian Dog. 
During the emperor's refidence at Me- | 
quinez, the captain of a row-boat came = 
from Sallee to wait upon him. The ſea- 
officer had returned from a cruize, in 
which he had taken two prizes; and was 
come to court to deliver to his majeſty 
the ſhare of the captures which is cuſto- 
marily rendered to government, and like- 
wiſe to offer a confiderable preſent as a 
token of his loyal affection. | 
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The emperor received the preſent and 
ſhare of the prizes with all ſeeming com- 
placency and ſatisfaction; and the captain 
imagined that his ſervices were highly 
approved. But the emperor had received 
an account, that the captain had, on his 
cruiſe, met with a French merchantman, 
but had declined an engagement, fearing 
the Chriſtians might prove too ſtrong for 
him. On this information, the emperor 
had in his mind paſſed ſentence on him 
as a coward, and only waited his arrival 
for execution. 

The captain, highly pleaſed with the 
acceptance of his preſent, ſtaid only for 
his formal diſmiſſion. The emperor ob- 
ſerving he now expected his diſcharge, 
told him, he could not diſmiſs him yet, 
as he had ſome buſineſs of importance to 
ſettle, which had not yet been duly ad- 
juſted. At this the captain was ſomewhat 


chagrined, and began to ſuſpect the em- 


peror's diſpleaſure, but knew not what to 
attribute it to. The emperor, however, 
ſoon put an end to his uncertainty, by 
telling him, with an angry countenance, 
that he was determined to make him ac- 
count for the loſs of the French mer- 

chantman, 


( „ 
chantman, which, like a coward and a 
traitor, he had ran away fiom ; and that 


nothing but his life ſhould anſwer for 


the fault. | 

During this interview, the emperor was 
on horſeback, and the captain on foot. 
The emperor moved his horſe about 3o 
paces from the victim of his reſentment, 
and turning ſhort round, with his lance 
in his hand, rode full ſpeed towards him, 
and endeavoured to pierce him through 
the body. The captain, however, hoping 


to ſave his life, artfully evaded the thruſt, 
and, according to the cuſtom of the coun- 
try, caught hold of the tail of the horſe, 


(which, as has been before obſerved, is 
uſually a fanctuary from further puniſh- 


ment) imploring mercy and forgiveneſs 


in a moſt pathetic manner. The emperor, 
however, was ſufficiently conſcious that 
there was no real ſanctity in himſelf, and 
that of courſe his horſe, or its tail, could 
derive no holineſs from the rider ; he, 
therefore, made no ſcruple to facrifice 
the prejudices and good opinion of his 
ſubjects in that point to the gratificatian 
of his revenge. Doubly exaſperated by 
the evaſion which the captain had made, 

he 


i 
3 
5 
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he darted his lance into his body, and 


laid him lifeleſs in a minute, with no 
leſs than thirteen wounds, the leaſt of 
which would have produced death. 
Having thus performed the office of an 
executioner with his own hand, he com- 
manded the dead body to be dragged to 
the market-place, and there expoſed for 
three days, as a public monument of his 


Vengeance on cowardice; and after the 


expiration of that term, to be dragged in 
the ſame infamous manner without the 


walls of the city, there to remain till the 


birds and beafts of prey or the opera- 
tions of nature ſhould have deſtroyed it. 

The jacket of the unhappy victim was 
purchaſed by a Spaniſh captive, who pre- 
ſerved | it, intending (ſhould Providence 
grant him a releaſe) to exhibit the thir- 


teen holes made in it by the emperor's 


ſpear as monuments, in the face of Chriſ- 
tendom, of Barbarian tyranny. 
On the 4th of October, about ſun-ſet, 


our overſeer informed us, that we muſt 


get ' ourſelves in readineſs for a march to 
Fez the next morning; as the emperor 


had iſſued orders for the Black army. to 
| K be 


. 
be under arms, without the city-walls, at 
break of day. 


There was little difficulty (God 3 
in getting our baggage ready for the ex- 


pedition. Apparel we had none, ſave 


that on our backs; and as to proviſion, 
it being but a ſmall loaf apiece, we had ra- 


ther been more heavily laden with that 


article. 

Early in the morning of the 25th, we 
were removed in a hurry from our lodg- 
ings under the arch, the moſt commo- 
dious habitation we were ever poſſeſſed 
of. After having marched about half a 
mile, we were ordered to halt till the 
emperor ſhould overtake us. 

About eight o'clock his imperial ma- 
jeſty ſet out, preceded by a large train of 
ladies belonging to his ſeraglio, the eu- 
nuchs who attended upon them, and his 
baggage. 

As theſe ladies paſſed by us and the 


Black army, which ſtood at a little diſ- 


tance from us, we all wheeled about, to 
turn our faces from them; for it is highly 
criminal for any one to look at a lady of 
the emperor's retinue.. 


After. 
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After the ladies and their attendant 
eunuchs had advanced about half a mile, 
the baggage began to proceed. After 
this, we, the Chriſtian captives, marched 
on foot. We were followed by a part of 
the army, conſiſting of about 2coo men, 
all mounted on mules. Next came for- 
wards the emperor himſelf, mounted on 
one of his beſt horſes moſt richly capa- 
riſoned, and attended by his ſuite of 
courtiers, who kept at a reſpe&ful diſ- 
tance behind him. After theſe, followed 
the reſt of the Black army. In the rear, 
marched about 2000 of the principal in- 
habitants of the city of Mequinez, who 
cloſed the proceſſion, in token of their 
loyalty to their ſovereign. _ 

About eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
it began to rain very hard ; whereupon 
the emperor ſent orders to the ladies and 
cunuchs in the van to mend their pace, 
that the whole cavalcade might move on 
faſter. 

This new order proved exccedingly diſ- 
treſſing to us, who were obliged to walk 
all the way; eſpecially as the rain con- 
tinued the whole day without the leaſt 


intermiſſion. | 
K 2 It. 


E 

It may caſily be imagined, that as ſuch 

a number of horſe had preceded us, and 
ſo much rain had fallen, the road muſt 
have been rendered very difficult for us 
to travel in. The ſoil was ſo ſlippery, 

and our bambouches, the ſhoes of this 
country, being thoroughly ſoaked, twiſted 3 
round our feet in ſuch variety of ſhapes, 
that we had perhaps better have walked 
barefoot. | 
This dirty march from Mequinez to 
Fez could be little ſhort of 35 Engliſh 
miles. Indeed, the very mules were ſo 
' Jaded, that their riders could at laſt hardly 
get them forward. What, then, muſt 7 
have been our fatigues! Five of our 3 
company, tho' much recovered by the E 
eaſe and indulgence we had enjoyed at 4 
Mequinez, were ſtill too weak to have 
performed ſuch a journey, on the beſt 
road, in the beſt weather, without great 
pain; and it was an addition to the griefs 
both of the infirm and the moſt healthy, 
that the pierch was ſo haſtened that the 
moſt robuſt of us, however willing, were 
not permirted to halt and aſſiſt thoſe who 
lagged behind. 


The 
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The ſun was now ſetting, and we had 
yet eleven miles to Fez. The 'emperor 
ordered the army, &c. to uſe the greateſt 
expedition, that he might, if poſhble, 
reach the town before it ſhould be quite 
dark. This effort it was impoſſible for 
us to make. As the emperor paſſed us, 
ne noticed our dirty, wet, and wearied 
condition ; and, having himſelf been a 
little incommoded by the mere unpleaſant- 
nefs of the weather, this unuſual diſtreſs 
kindled in him the little ſpark of humanity 
he was capable of, and excited his com- 
paſſion towards us ſo far, that he called 
us Good men, and pointed forwards, inti- 
mating that the town was before us, and 
our fatigues would ſoon be over. He 


then gave orders for a detatchment of 


the troops to take care of us, and con- 
duct us to town as quickly as our con- 
dition would allow. | 

The emperor, however, was no ſooner 


out of fight, but the party who were 


ordered to conduct us, left their charge, 
being as defirous of getting to the end 
of their journey, and entering into quar- 


ters, as his majeſty. 
Being 


(7 

Being now left to ourſelves, we moved 
fowly that thoſe who had lagged behind 
might overtake us. At length, however, 
we had the pleaſure of diſcovering num- 
| bers” of lights at a diſtance, which were 
fires that the Blacks had kindled in the 
ſuburbs of Fez, in order to dry and re- 
freſh themſelves after ſo wet and diſagree- 
able a march. 

The nearer we approached the town, 
the more ſtony we found the road ; which 


in our prefent tired condition proved as 


troubleſome to our wet and bliſtered feet 
as the miry way we had already paſſed 
over. EY | 

Not only thoſe that were fick, but ſe- 


veral of us that had left Mequinez in 
health, were now incapable of proceed- . 


ing; and careleſs of life or death, they 
laid themſelves on the cold wet ground, 
where they remained all night. 
- Thoſe who had made ſhift to reach 
Fez ſheltered themſelves till the morning 
in any nook or corner they could find. 
Next day the ſtragglers dropt in one 
after another ; but the conſequences of the 
day's fatigue and the expoſure at night 


werd 


1 


were ſo fatal, that ſeveral of them were 


obliged to uſe crutches for a fortnight 
after; and John Neale and Wilham Ri- 
chards grew worſe daily, till death at 
the expiration. of three weeks put an end 


to their mileries. 


At Fez, we ſaw our young. compamons, 
whom the emperor had ſelected and ſent 
thither to aſſiſt his gunſmiths. They were, 
however, but little better conditioned than 
ourſelves ; for the town of Old Fez (from 
which the money appointed for their allow- 


_ance was raiſed) having rebelled, they had 


now no other ſubſiſtence but what their 
maſters afforded them ; and this could be 
but very little, as the diſtreſſed circum- 
ſtances of the city had reduced the maſters 
themſelves to great neceſſity. 

The following is a copy of a letter, which 


the ſixteen young captives ſent to his excel- 


lency William Latton, eſq. then at Gibraltar. 


Nez Fez, Oct. 26, 1746, N. 8. 


Honoured fir, 
Mis have made bold to trouble 
vo with theſe few lines, to acquaint you of our 


*/age here in Fez. Sir, we have not had one 
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* fluſe allotuance Kube we have been here. As for 
our maſters, they give us ſometimes a loaf of breatl 
aud fix fluſes, and ſometimes nothing; jo that 
if it wwas not for the ſmall ſubſiſtence eue have 


from the Spaniards and Portugueſe, we muſt 


certainly have periſhed. Sir, we therefore beg, 
that your goodneſs will take it into conſideration, 
and ſend us a ſmall matter of relief, without which 
we muſt certainly ſtarve to death for want of 
ſubbſiſtence, or turn Muhometans, wwhich' they are 
daily at us to do. Sir, it is a moſt terrible thing 
for any Chriſtian to think on, that a man muſt be 
forced to turn and renounce his Gad and * for 


want of. "ſubſi tence. 


The cuſtomary allowance 'for Chriſtians 
at Old Fez is no more than half a blan- 
queen per day; which, at this time was 
conſiderably reduced in value by the ad- 
vanced prices of proviſions. The ſame 
quantity of bread uſually fold for à ſum 
equal to a half- penny was raiſed to the 
value of five farthings; and the number 
of inhabitants being ener aſed by the ar- 
rival of the army, the bakers could not 
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* Twenty-four fluſes qual two pence ſterling, 


ſupply 


4 


a 
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ſupply their beſt cuſtomers faſt enough, 
as the officers claimed the privilege of 
being firft ſerved. 

In this ſtate of affairs, we were obliged to 
take up with a cheaper commodity. We 
purchaſed horſe-beans, and laid them in wa- 


ter to ſoak, and during the interval ſaunter'd 


up and down the town, to pick up ſticks 
and other materials to make a fire. 

Our manner of dreffing this food was as 
follows : After the horſe-beans had ſoaked 
a conſiderable time, we took off the hulls, 
and boiled them upwards of two hours, 


which diffolved them in the manner of 
fplit peas; when boiled ſufficiently, we 


added a ſmall quantity of oil, which, with 
a little falt, rendered our meſs not ſo very 
indelicate, eſpecially as we ſeldom made 
above one meal a day, and conſequently 
did not want that ſweeteſt ſauce, a good 
appetite. 

On the 12th of November, 5 we 
received the agreeable confirmation of the 
ambaſſador's arrival at Gibraltar, and con- 


ſidered our releaſe as certainly to take 


place in a fhort time. 
We were how ſet to <learing rubbiſh 
from an apartment which led to the rooms 
L in 
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in which the emperor refided. To: this we 
were kept cloſe from morning till night, 
when were conveyed to a priſon, where we 
had nothing to repoſe our wearied limbs on 
but the cold earth; and our daily allowance 
of proviſion being ſcarcely ſufficient for half 
a meal was eagerly devoured by us as. ſoon as 
we received it in the morning. 

On the 22d of November, we received a 
letter from his excellency fir Wm. Latton, 
in which he pathetically lamented our me- 
lancholy fituation, and informed us, that 
he hoped, by the bounty of our gracious 
ſovereign, to be ſhortly able to effect our 
liberty. He encouraged. us, therefore; to 


baniſh all thoughts af i embracing Mahome- 


taniſm. 


This was accompanied with a packet of 
letters from our friends in England; in the 
peruſal of which we ſpent the happieſt even- 
ing we had known ſince the commencement 


of our captivity ; and reſolved to brave the 


ſevereſt labours with ſpirit and intrepidity, 
little ſuſpecting that they were yet to have 
a duration of four long years. 

Having finiſhed the clearance of the rub- 


biſh one day about noon, 'we were permitted 


to reſt ourſelves during the remainder. This 
time 


—— — 
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time ſome employed in repairing their tat- 
ters, whilſt others went upon the ſearch for 
firing to cook our horſe-beans, upon which 
we now made a more comfortable meal than 
we had known ſince we were ſet to clearing 
the apartment. 

But our leiſure was ſoon over; for very 
early the next morning we were rouſed by 
our overſeer, who took us to a place where 
we found a number of pickaxes. Of theſe 
he bid us take one each, and follow him. 
He then conducted us to a caſtle about two 
miles from Fez. The name of the fortreſs 
is Doer Dabibah, which the emperor was 
going to rebuild ; but we little imagined 
the completion of ſo large a work would 
have fallen to our lot. 

The emperor was in a Himer, or tent, at 
a little diſtance. 'Thither our overſcer 
went, and informed him that we were at 
the caſtle according to his order. He then 
bid the overſeer to ſet us to pull down a 
wall about 200 yards from the caſtle. 

At this we laboured near a quarter of a 
year, from day-break till night, Sundays 
not excepted, and in all weathers; which, 
with the ſcanty allowance of a penny per 
day, had again much impaired our health. 
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This wall being demoliſhed we were ſer 


to work upon another eighteen feet thick. 
Our method in deſtroying theſe walls-was, 


to dig trenches in them with our pickaxes 


about three feet deep, and then throw off 
pieces of a ton weight with 8. wooden 


levers. 


As proviſions ſtill continue very dear, it 
was propoſed to apply to the emperor for 
an augmentation of our allowance. But, 
as ſuch an act ſeemed to be an experiment 
which might not only affe& ourſelves, but 


might poſſibly involve the Chriſtian captives 
of every other nation in greater miſeries, it 
was judged requiſite that their ſenſe of the 


project ſhould be firſt taken. There were 


in captivity before us ſeveral natives of 


France, Spain, Portugal, &c. whoſe caſes 


were far more deplorable than our own, 


as Muley Abdallah had determined never 
to releaſe them on any terms whatever. 
On diſcovering our deſign to theſe, they 


were ſhocked at the idea; and expreſſing 


their apprehenſions that a general maſſacre 
would enſue on ſuch attempt, they prevai led 


on us to drop its execution for that time. 
However, finding our ſtrength decline 


daily, we reſolved to make the trial at all 


even ts. 


= 
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events. Accordingly, as the emperor one 
day came to view the work, one of us 
ran towards him and preſtrated himſelf on 
the ground. The emperor noticing him, 
ordered an attendant to hear what he had 
to ſay. The meffenger was informed, that 
at Bufcoran and Mequinez rhe emperor 
had been pleaſed to allow us a blanqueen 
per day; and that ſince our arrival at 
Fez, tho' proviſions were here much. dearer, 
ve had not received but half a blanqueen 
per day, on which we could not ſabfilt ; 
wherefore we hoped his majeſty would be 
ſo good as to order us our uſual allow- 
ance or ſomething more, that we might 
perform our work with greater vigour and 
expedition. 

The emperor being acquainted with this, 
replied Bono, bono, that is, Good, good; and 
ordered us a blanqueen per day. On this 
we all kifled the ground, and cricd out, 
Liba cama ſeede, that is, Long life to our 
maſter. Our apprehenfions of ſtarving were 
now at an end; and at night we received the 
congratulations and thanks of the Chriſtians 
in general, the emperor having ordered 
the uſual allowance of every one to be 


doubled. 
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As xe had been ſo extraordinarily ſuc- 
ceſsful in an undertaking which bore an 
appearance of ſuch great danger, we con- 


ſidered ourſelves as particular favoured by 
Providence, which had ſoftened the heart 


of the fierceſt tyrant on earth in our behalf. 


There was, among the Chriſtian captives 
who were here before us, a perſon that 


always had a great eſteem for the Engliſh, 


named Jean Baptiſta, a Neapolitan by birth, 
and of conſiderable worth, tho' ſo unfortunate 


as to be a captive, He with great com- 


paſhon noticed our miſerable condition, and 
perceiving that the place where we lay, 
when it rain'd, afforded us little or no 


ſhelter, he built apartments for us. But 


when the houſe was almoſt finiſhed, our 
proſpect of happineſs was loſt ; for in build- 
ings here the roofs are flat ; and the timbers 
thereof having dirt firſt laid upon them, 
the work is finiſhed with loamy earth mix'd 
with lime. Too great a quantity of this 
being laid on, the additional weight of 
tour of our people broke the main beam ; 
and the whole roof fell in. Our friend, 
Jean Baptiſta, being in the lower room, 
was unfortunately ſmother'd under the rub- 
biſh, as was Francis Strong, one of our 


people; 


6 
people; and ſeveral others were ſo bruiſed 
that their lives were deſpaired of. By this: 
diſaſter, we loſt our habitation and our friend 
in an inſtant; and had the additional taſk, 
when we came from our work every night, 
to clear away the rubbiſh, and build the 
Houſe ourſelves in the beſt manner we were 
able. 
Having pulled. down the ſecond wall, the 
emperor ordered us to leave work for the 
day. | 
Next morning, February 2oth, 1746-7, 
the emperor ordered us to dig a trench for 
the foundation of a new caſtle, the dimen- 
fions of which were to extend twelve yards 
beyond the walls of the old one. In a 
fortnight the trench was finiſhed, and we 
then began to build the walls, which were 
conſtructed in the following manner : The 
materials which had been taken from the 
old walls were aimoſt reduced to powder 
and mixed with a quantity of fine loamy 
earth, well tempered with lime and water. 
A wooden caſe, according to the thickneſs, 
| height, and length of the intended wall, 
being erected, and well ſecured from pro- 

jections, we filled it to the height of about 
18 inches with the materials aforeſat.!, and 
; | | then 
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then hat and trod them down till they 
became like paſte, Thus we proceeded, 
layer upon layer, till we had filled the 
caſe ; which being removed, left the whole 
wall as one ſmooth ſtone, which hardening 
in the ſun became much. ſtronger than 
any European ſtructure. 

The keeper who had the cuſtody of us 
at nights was an old man of a ſpiteful 
and covetous diſpoſition, who uſed every 
means he could deviſe to draw a profit 
from our little allowance; and when we 
ſeemed diſpleaſed at his impoſitions, he 
would beat us with great ſeverity. Unable 
to put up with this treatment, Simon 
M Kenzie, John Butler, and John Draycoat 
deſerted their work, and fled to the rebels at 
Old Fez, which is about half a mile from 
New Fez, and there turned Mahometans. 

Intelligence of their elopement was ſoon 
carried to the emperor, who, not knowing 
the ſeverity that had occaſioned it, gave 
orders for our being more ſtrictly looked to 
in future. Under ſanction of this order, 
our keeper ſet no bounds to his cruelty ; 
and would ſometimes drag us by the beards 
till he tore them from us by the roots. On 
this, we told him plainly, that, if he did 

not 


1 
not treat us better, we would certainly apply 
for redreſs to the emperor himſelf. This 
he imagined we had not the reſolution fo do, 
and told us, that he had full powers to uſe 
his own diſcretion towards us, and would 
let us know that he was our emperor. 

Next day, as the emperor rode by us, 
Mr. Nelſon, one of our midſhipmen, got 
out of the caſe in which he was at work, and 
proſtrated himſelf before him. The emperor 
ſaw by his countenance that he wanted to aſk 
redreſs of ſoine grievance, and ordered one 
of his ſuite to hear what he had to ſay. Mr. 
Nelſon intimated, that he could not readily 
find words to make his caſe known, and 
therefore wiſhed that Manſs might be ſuf- 
fered to act as his interpreter. 

Manſs was a Dutchman, who had been a 
captive above 15 years, and was ſo much in 
favour with Muley Abdallah as to have been 


entruſted with the care of his ſtores, and had 


ſometimes very large ſums of money ia his 
hands. | | 
The emperor immediately ſent for Manſs, 
who came with all expedition, having been 
previouſl y acquainted by us that we ſhould 
requeſt his aſſiſtance, which he was the more 
ready to give in this affair, as he himſelf had 
often 
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keeper in the former part of his captivity: 
After ſome conference with Mr. Nelſon, 


Manſs informed the emperor, that the con- 


duct of our keeper was fo cruel that we were 
in danger of be ing erippled ; that this had 
been the cauſe of the elopement of the three 


who- had taken ſhelter at Old Fez; and that 
on our telling him we would inform the 


emperor of his behaviour, he had replied 


that he would let n he was our 
emperor. ö 


On hearing this, his el ei; Haw- 


keda { as muchas to ſay, That's fine! Then 
being informed, that he had cruelly uſed 


four of us the preceding night, theſe were 


called before him ; and being thus ſatisfied 
of the truth, he ordered the keeper to appear 
in his preſence next morning. 


When we returned at night, the keeper, 


having heard of our appeal, ſhook his ſtick 


at us, ſaying he ſhould have the pleaſure of 


uſing it on us in the morning by the empe- 
ror's order. He did not, however, think 
fit to exerciſe it that night, being, perhaps, 
ſufficiently buſied in framing. pretexts for 
his uſage againſt the morning. Indee, 

we were not without lome concern, leſt * 


ſhould 


often experienced the tyranny of the ſame 
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98987 
mould invent an artful lye which might turn 
the ſcale againſt us. 

In the morning, our keeper . be- 
fore the emperor in his beſt clothes, with his 
ſtick in his hand, which was at leaſt four 
inches in circumference. The four Engliſh 
captives were ſent for, viz. Thomas Nelſon, 
William Lucas, Thomas James, and Felix 
Conway. This Conway, having been a cap- 
tive above ſixteen years, could ſpeak the 
language well, and was of great uſe in this 
affair. The captives having been heard, 
the emperor aſked the keeper what reaſons 
he had for his conduct. The ſtrongeſt al- 
legation he could make againſt us was, that 
we ſang and were noiſy in the night. The 
emperor then aſked the overſeer, if we 
worked well by day; and he anſwered, yes. 


Well then, ſaid the emperor to the Keeper, if 


they obey my orders in the day, the night 1s their 
own. I never bid you deny them any pleaſure, 
when they could find time to divert themſelves. 
Three are already gone thro" your uſage ; and I 
hall ſhortly have not one left. 

Felix Conway, at the inſtance of Mr. 
Nelſon, told the emperor that the large ſtick 
in the keeper's hand was what he beat us 


with ; on which the emperor ordered four 
* | ſticks 
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ſticks to be fetched, adding, Let them be 


good ones. The frighted keeper now cried, 
Larbe, ſeede, larbe ! that is, Pardon, mafter, 
pardon! But the emperor turned a deaf 


ear to all his entreaties ; and the ſticks being 
brought, the culprit was extended on the 
ground. To each of the four captives was 
given a ſtick, with orders to break it on the 


the kee per s bones, under penalty of having 


it broke on his own. Whilſt they were 
executing this bufineſs, the emperor ſeveral 


times cried out, Drubel roſs, that is, Beat 


vim over the head; and as faſt as they broke 
their ſticks, others were given them. This 
beating Was continued near fifteen minutes ; 
when the emperor, thinking him dead, 
| cried out, A cloſs, that is, Enough ; and bid 
the four return to their labour. On this, 
they cried, Liba cama ſeede, that is, Long 
Life to our maſter ; and departed. The em- 


peror then ordered the old man to be drag- 


ged to his own houſe by the heels; and ſer 
a guard to ſee it punctually done. 


On our return at night, we were told that 
he expired an hour after he was brought 
home. The captives in general rejoiced at 
the death of the old man; and ſaid they 


ſhould think were much obliged to the 


Engliſh, 
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Engliſh, for the courage they had ſhewn on 


this and former occaſions, as long as wy 


lived. 
This affair, however, procured us the 


greateſt hatred of the Moors, who were par- 


ticularly offended by the emperor's giving 
the captives (what they thought) the ſweet 
revenge of beating their enemy to death with 


their own hands. But, happily, the very 


tranſaction which made them hate us pre- 
vented them from doing us any injury, as 
it gave them reaſon to fear a ſimilar puniſh- 
ment, ſhould they attempt it. 

Many parts of the country being ſtill in 
arms, particularly Old Fez, Tangier, La- 


rach, Arzelah, Saaffa, and the province of 
| Beneſeens ; ; the malecontents muſtered their 


forces once more, and encamped within a 
league of the caſtle of Doer Dabibah, which 
we were erecting. It being harveft-time, 


the rebels cut down, burnt, or otherwiſe 
deſtroyed all that ſtood in their way be- 
yond the reach of the cannon of New Fez. 


The Black army encamped on the oppoſite 


fide of the caſtle, where they remained ten 


days, without attempting to repreſs the in- 


ſolence of the rebels, who daily fent parties 
to diſcharge their muſquets as a defiance. 


On 
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On the cleventh day, the rebels advanced 
in a body within muſquet-ſhot of the caſtle, 
and challenged the emperor's forces to an 
engagement. This was a provocation the 
Black officers could not paſs over, and ap- 
plication was made to the emperor for leave 
to attack the enemy. 

Aboat ten o'cloek, the emperor mounted 
his horſe; and in about an hour after, his 
army were drawn up in order of battle, be- 
tween the caſtle and the enemy. In the in- 
terim, our overſeer took us to the town, and 
ſtationed us at the great guns in the towers 
on the baſtions, as the emperor imagined we 
could manage them better than the Moors, 
ſhould occaſion require it. 

At twelve o'clock, orders being given to 
engage, the Blacks (as their cuſtom is) diſ- 
charged their picces all at once, and then 
ruſhed on ſword in hand with the utmoſt. 
fury. The bloody conflict was moſt obſti- 
nately maintained for three hours; at which 
time the rebels were routed with a dreadful 
ſlaughter. This, indeed, deſerved the name 
of a victory, as the rebels ſuſtained a loſs of 
three to one, and left their camp and a num- 
her of priſoners in the hands of the Blacks. 
The priſoners were ſoon brought before the 

emperor ; 
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emperor ; and by his orders, they were alt 
inſtantly ſhot. 

Early next morning, we were ſet to work 
again at the caſtle. We had amongſt us a 
poor Spaniard not perfectly in his ſenſes ; 
and as the emperor rode by, he ſtood ſtill, 
and refuſed to work any longer. The em- 
peror obſerving this, ordered him to proceed 
in his labour ; but the poor creature, after 
ſtaring wildly at his majeſty for ſome time, 
anſwered, I will not. You are not the emperor 
Maley Mufludy ; by and by he will be my maſter. 
The emperor not underſtanding him, bid a 
Portugueſe (who waited to take charge of 
his horſe) to explaia what he ſaid. This the 
Portugueſe did, without mentioning the in- 
ſanity of the Spaniard, who continued laugh- 
ing in the emperor's face. His majeſty, 
enraged at his inſolence, ordered two of his 
attendants to beat him with ſticks. This 
they did with great ſeverity; and deſiſting 
by the emperor's order, the man was aſked * 
if he would not return to his work. He ne- 
vertheleſs repeated his crime with a louder 
voice; on which he was baſtinadoed once 
more, but to as little effect. A third beat- 
ing proved his laſt ; for the blows were now 
repeated ſo faſt and ſo ſeverely, that the 

emperor 
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emperor thought him dead, and ordered 
him to be carried to our priſon. There a 2 
fellow-captive bled him; but he NET. : 
in about an hour. 
On ſending for the overſeer afterwards, to 
_ enquire what nation the unfortunate man ; 
| belonged to, the emperor was informed of 5 
his inſanity, and reprimanded the overſeer 7 
very ſharply for not * him of it | 
before. 
Thoſe who attend on the emperor. gene- 
rally wait at the door of his apartment, and 
liſten to hear if he ſtirs, that they may be : 
ready to pay obedience to him when he 2 
comes out. It any of his ſervants, who have : 
appointments in other parts of the palace, 
happen to be converſing with their friends 5 
at ſuch time, all is confuſion; each runs to . 
his ſtation, and thoſe wkoſe buſineſs it is to 
ſtay range themſelves as quickly as poſſible. 
On ſuch an occaſion, a ſervant dropt the 
key of the apartment entruſted to his care. 
The emperor ſaw this ; and afterwards rode 
to his tent, leaving orders for the man to 
follow him inſtantly. On his arrival, the em- 
peror demanded the key ; and the ſervant 
expreſſed the greateſt concern at not being 
able to produce it, The emperor then told 
Os him, 
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him, that he ſhould not commit. ſuch a fault 
again; and ordered his brains to be beat out 
immediately, which was accordingly done, 
in the preſence of a number of us, with an 
inſtrument reſembling a gardener's hoe. 
Two days before the feſtival of Melute, 
one of the greateſt in the year, the emperor 
ordered us to come before his tent. On our 
arrival, we heard him converſe with his 
brothers, concerning admiral Stewart, who 
had made a grand appearance there, as am- 
baſſador from England, in the time of their 
father Muley Iſhmael. After bidding us fit 
on the ground, he ſaid, by an interpreter, 
The Moors ſhall not fight with the Engliſh. be- 
cauſe the Engliſh never fight with the Moors. 
The ambaſſador will come ſoon ; and then you 
ſhall all go to your own country. On this, we 
cried aloud, Long life to Muley Abdallah. 'A 
_ ſmall ſum of money was then given us by 
his order, and we returned to our labour 
highly pleaſed at receiving the hope of a re- 
leaſe from the emperor's own mouth. _ 
December 2oth, 1747, notwithſtanding 
their late defeat, the rebels again encamped 
in conſiderable force, near the ſame ſpot as 
before. The emperor alſo muſtered all his 
ſtrength; and on the third day after their 
N appearance, 
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appearance, having ſent us to Fez as before, 
he- gave them battle. The diſpute laſted 
from noon till darkneſs put an end to it; at 
which time both parties retreated to thein 
camps, each claiming the victory. 

Early next morning, the emperor drew 
forth his army, and animated them to a 
ſecond attack by an oration to the following 
effect: Friends, I truſt you will not eafily give 
up the honour which you have won by ſo much 
toil and blood. You have ſettled and eſtabliſhed 
on the throne a prince of your own choice, whoſe 
father often led you to the conqueſt of your enemies. 
The foes who now appear in arms againſt me are 
your's alſo, and ſeek to deprive you of the honour 
of maintaining (what you have ſo often ſworn to 
ſupport ) my government on the throne of the ever 
bleſſed Muley Iſhmael. They attempt io ſet a 
uſurper over you, to whoſe treaſon and revenge, 
if ſucceſsful, they will moſt afſuredly ſacrifice you. 
The woice of Honour and Religion, and the duty 
of ſelf-preſervation, call on you once more to 
attack the audacious rebels who have already fled 
before you. Be therefore united and determined, 
and they dare not withſland the fury of your vic- 
ſlorious arms. 

An account of this ſpeech was given us by 
a Moor, whoſe buſineſs it was to keep the 
flies 
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been a priſoner at Liſhon, from whence he 


neral, and continued doubtful till one, at 


| horſes, ammunition, camp-cquipage, &c. in 
the hands of the victors. 


in a triumphant manner before the emperor, 


feaſting, and other acts of rejoicing. 
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Ries from the emperor. T bis Moor had 


had eſcaped to Morocco on board an Engliſh 
ſhip ; and from this circumſtance he always 
ſhewed a friendſhip for us. 
As ſoon as the emperor had finiſhed his 
harangue, the whole army ſhouted, Long life 
to Muley Abdallah, our ſultan ! and denounced 
deſtruction on the rebels. 

About ſeven o'clock, the armies began to 
move; and at nine, the action became ge- 


which time the Black horſemen rode furiouſly 
into the midſt of the rebels. In this charge 
they were ſo well ſupported by the provincial 
troops, that the malecontents, after vainly 
attempting to repel the aſſault, were obliged 
to fly to the mountains for ſhelter, leaving 
a vaſt number of ſlain on the field, and their 


Next day the army difplayed the ſpoils 


who received the congratulations of the al- 
caids on the occaſio#; after which the fol- 
diers returned tò their tents, and ſpent the 
reſt of the day in diſcharging their pieces, 
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Shortly after this, the Beneſeens, under the 
protection of their mufti or high-prieſt, 
whoſe perſon and commands are here. con- 
f.dered by the vulgar as moſt ſacred, came 
to the emperor with preſents and promiſes 


of future obedience. The emperor, willing 


to induce the reſt of his rebellious ſubjects 
to follow this example, bid them return 
home, and endeavour to merit God's forgive- 
neſs of their diſloyalty, by a peaceable con- 
duct thereafter, and they ſhould find . 
clement and merciful alſo. | 
This had its defired effect, The towns of 

Arzelah, Larach, and Saaffa made their 
peace in the ſame manner. Old Fez like- 
wiſe ſent to the emperor; but their offer of 
obedience was accompanied with certain ſti- 
pulations. Theſe the emperor would not 
admit of. As the rebel intereſt declined 
rapidly and his own advanced in proportion, 
he would accept of unconditional ſubmiſſion 
only. | 

To accompliſh the fopwpalcn of the rebels, 
he ſent orders to the different provinces, to 
raiſe new levies of men and money, and for- 
ward them immediately to Doer Dabibah or 


Bufcoran. Having received conſiderable aids 


from the Hianians and other diſtricts, he, on 
| the 


( 101 ) 
the 5th of June, removed with the army to 
Bufcoran; where he was joined by 20,000 
Beneſeens, lately the moſt: numerous and 
powerful party of his enemies. On this, he 
ſent a ſtrong detachment to the ſouthward, 
which eafily reduced a diſtrict from «ones 
the town of Old Fez derived its principal 
ſupplies of provifions, &c. | 
The people of Sallee were now about to 
ſue for peace; but before they had applied 


to the emperor, their governor was taken, 


as he was hunting, by a party of Beneſecns, 
and brought priſoner to the royal camp. His 
majeſty very politically took this opportu- 
nity alſo ro convince the refractory that they 
had no great reaſon to drea the conſequence 
of a ready ſubmiſſion ; for he not only gave 
the governor an immediate pardon, but pre- 
ſented him with a horſe, and ſent him back 
to Sallee with a commiſhon to aſſure the 
inhabitants of his royal mercy, and to raiſe 
ſupplies for his ſervice ; all which the gover- 
nor very gladly executed. 

Before the emperor removed from Doer 
| Dabibah to Bufcoran, he ſelected four Chriſ- 
tian ſlaves to take care of four of his horſes. 
One of thoſe watched alternately by night, 
in the manner of his guards. Alexander 
5 : Scot, 
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6 
Scot, one of the four, being one night on 
this duty, fell aſleep with the bridle in his 
hand, during which the gold breaſt-plate 
was ſtolen from the horſe. Soon after the 
horſes were led as uſual to the back of the 
emperor's tent, to wait his rifing, and paſs 
his review, that he might chooſe which he 
fancied moſt. Scot, ſtill ignorant of his loſs, 
ſat on the ground eating a cruſt of bread, 
when an alcaide that uſed to overſee the 
horſes ſurpriſed him with a ſmart ſtroke, 
and cried, Sirrah, where's your horſe's breaſt- 
plate! Scot, looking at the beaſt, was ſtruck 
dumb at miſſing it; and after a minute's re- 
flection ran to conſult Manſs on the occaſion. 
Getting no advice there, he returned almoſt 
frantic to his horſe. Each horſe, beſides the 
Chriſtian ſlave, had four Moors to attend it ; 
and the emperor being now rifing, his com- 
panions left him behind for ſome time ; the 
Moors telling him at parting, that he muſt 
aſk the emperor for a new breaſt-plate, who 
would either give him one, or a muſquet- 
ball through his body. Soon after, the 
emperor came to view the horſes; and Scot, 
on 2ccount of his loſs, was left by his four 
aſſiſtant Moors to anſwer for it alone. Thus 
circumſtanced he feld on the ground, crying 


in 
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in a piteous tone, Long live my noble maſter 


the great Abdallah! Have mercy upon me! 1 
have loft my horſe's breaſt-plate. The emperor 
ſent a perſon to enquire into the matter, and 
being informed thereof, ordered Scot to go 
for another immediately. Imagining him- 
ſelf pardoned, Scot ran to the ſtore-keeper, 
and ſoon brought his horſe before the em- 
peror (who was now at the caſtle we worked 
in) with a new breaſt-plate of filver. He 
was then bid to wait without the walls ; and 
the emperor ſent every one out of the caſtle 
except his lanceman and muſquet-bearer. 
As we paſſed we took a farewell of him, ex- 
pecting that hour to be his laſt. He was then 
ordered before his majeſty, who aſked him, 
Where was you when the breaſt-plate was Holen? 
Scot making frivolous excuſes, the empercr 
levelled the muſquet at his head, ſay ing, Vl 
lain, tell me no lies. He afterwards made feints 
of killing him with the ſpear; and Scot fell 
on his face ſo frightened, that when taken up 
he could not ſtand. The emperor, thinking 
him ſufficiently puniſhed by the terror, diſ- 
miſſed him; but when he came out of the 


caſtle, he was kicked, cuffed, ſpit on, pelted 


with dirt, and treated with every mark of 
IE by the Mooriſh ſoldiers ; who diſ- 
approved 
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approved of the lenity ſhewn a Chriſtian for 


an offence which might poſſibly have coſt an 


hundred Moors their lives. Next day, how- 


ever, the care of Scot's horſe was given to 
another Chriſtian. 

Three days after, was the Ramadan, a ſort 
of lent kept by the Mahometans by order of 


their Koran, during which they faſt all day 


from the firſt appearance of the new moon 
to that of the next. They not only abſtain 
from eating, and drinking, but dare not 
waſh their mouth, or even ſwallow their 
ſpittle. The men, indeed, may bathe; but 
they muſt keep the head above water, leſt a 
drop ſhould enter at the mouth or ears, &c. 
Women muſt not bathe at all; and the faſt 
is deemed void if a man kiſs or touch them. 
However, to make amends, they feaſt all 


night, and generally ſpend more in this 


month than in ſix others. From this faſt 
travelling and ſick perſons only are excuſed ; 
but then they muſt faſt an equal number of 
days, when the impediment is removed. 
Breaking this faſt 1s ordered to be expiated 
by giving alms to the poor. The reaſon why 
this faſt is kept in the month of Ramadan is 
becauſe the Koran (as they ſay) was ſent from 
heaven in this month. This month, in the 

courſe” 


(10 

courſe of 33 years, this month happens in all 
the ſeaſons; for the Turks, Arabs, &c. 
reckon their months from the firſt appear- 
ance of one moon to the firſt appearance of 
the next. 

The emperor ſlept moſt part of the firſt 
day of this faſt, and the guards diverted 
themſelves as they liked. Among a party at 
foot-ball was a Moor with a bag at his back, 


from which hung out the end of the ſtrap 


belonging to the breaſt-plate. Scot hearing 
of this ſeized him, and, by help of ſome 
other captives, carried him before the em- 
peror. His majeſty aſked him, why he 
committed the theft; to which he made a 
very trifling reply. Oa this the emperor 
ordered him to be ſtripped and laid on his 
back, and fix attendants to ſtand on his arms, 
legs, head, and breaſt ; which done, he took 
the knife from his own fide, and delivered it 
to one of the guards, bidding him cut the 
thief 's throat, which was inſtant!y executed. 
The body was then dragged by a mule to 
Fez, and expoſed in the market- place for a 
week; when the emperor ſent it a pardon, 
that it might be buried. 

After the emperor's removal to Bufcoran, 


our overſeers began to ſhew an inclination 
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to revenge the death our late keeper; and 
ſought every pretence for beating us, which 
they often did with great ſeverity. However, 
we toid them reſolutely, that the emperor 
ſhould be acquainted with our t eatment, and 
that we had no doubt of his repaying them 
with intereſt for their barbarity. This but 
enraged them more ; and they continually 
raiſed accuſations againſt us to the alcaide of 
Fez, by whoſe orders we were at nights kept 
in irons. Mr. Nelſon, having been the man 
who commenced the charge againft the late. 
keeper, was particularly marked for ven- 
geance, and, without a charge againſt him, 
the alcaide had him laid on his face and baſti- 
nadoed till he was nearly expiring. 

A report of the emperor's ſpeedy return to 
Fez, however, quite altered their behaviour. 
Fearing we ſhould execute our threat of 
complaining to him, they ſuffered us to work 
as we pleaſed, and would have let us remain 
idle for a day together. 

On the 2oth of July, 1748, we had com- 
pleted the caſtle of Doer Dabibah, which 
was of a ſquare form, each ſide meaſuring 
260 yards long, 8 yards high, and 4 feet 
thick, and incloſing between 5 and 6 acres 
of ground, After having finiſhed the build- 


ing, 


U 


„ 
mg, we were employed for a confiderable 
time in filling up a large pit, out of waen 
we had dug materials. 

The report of the emperor's return to Fez 
was groundleſs. From Bufcoran he went to 
Mequinez, whete he received advice that 
Muley Muſtudy was a priſoner at Tangier, 


the inhabitants of which now offered to de- 


liver him into the hands of Abdallah, as a 
means of purchaſing their pardon. 

To this the emp ror replied, that he could 
ſee little claim they had to mercy, as they 
had ſhewn no inclination to ſubmit till they 
could no longer refiſt, and had committed a 
new act of perfidy in offering to betray the 
man they had ſolicited to be their leader; 
wherefore he'ſhould grant them no terms till 
he had received ample ſatisfaction. 
On the news of Muley Muſtudy's impri- 
ſonment, the people of Old Fez engaged 
Muley Tibe to intercede with Abdallah in 
their behalf; and having thus obtained par- 
don, the city was a ſcene of rejoicing for three 
days ſucceſſively. 

NMuley Tibe was a prieſt of eminent rank, 
and was regarded as a faint by the Moors 
on the following grounds: An alcaide of 
U had formerly offended Abdallah, 
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( 108380 
and took ſanctuary with Muley Tibe. The 
emperor demanded the delinquent; but the 
prieſt, unwilling to abate his church-privi- 
leges, replied, that he wondered how his 
majeſty could defire him to reſign the prero- 
. ragive which God and the holy prophet Ma- 
homet had given him. Abdallah's rage, 
however, was too great to give way to Tibe's 
arguments; and the prieſt and alcaide were 
both brought to him by force. The empe- 
ror told Tibe, he would now ſew him that 
he was the greateſt ſaint of the two; for, 
let the prieſt pray as much he plealcd, he 
| ſhould not keep on the offender's head; 
which was inſtantly cut. off before Tibe's 
face. The emperor then forced the prieſt to 
pay a conſiderable fine, and threatened him 
with death on a ſecond diſobedience. Tibe, 
{ſtill keeping his claim to divine delegation, 
. told Abdallah, that he ſhould ſoon be ſenſible 
of his raſhneſs in offering ſuch an indignity 
to a miniſter of the holy prophet; and at the 
very juncture, a violent earthquake luckily 
took place, which ſo terrified the emperor, 
that he inſtantly reſtored the fine, and beg- 
ged the prieſt's interceſſion with Mahomet. 
After this, Tibe was conſidered as a faint 
indeed. | [151391 
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On the ſubmiſhon of Old Fez its commu- 
nication with New Fez was opened; and 
theſe being greateſt places of the empire for 
commerce, trade began to revive. 

We now received a letter from the ambaſ- 
ſador, in which he informed us he ſhould 
be as ſpcedy as poſfible in obtaining our diſ- 
charge. And October ziſt, 1748, we had 
a letter from Mr. Petticrew, to acquaint us, 

that the bearers of it had the royal orders to 
conduct us to the alcaide of Tetuan; at 
which place he hoped to ſee us ſoon; and 
that he had provided jillabees (coarſe blanket 
cloaks) and hambouches, and ſome mules, 
for our acommodation on the road. 

Me received inexpreſſible joy from this 
news, and were congratulated by the Chriſ- 
tian captives of other nations; who often 
dropt tears at the thoughts of their own 
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nez, to inform the emperor that the alcaide 
of Tetuan's people were come to Fez. He 
returned in the afternoon of November the 
12th; and about four o'clock, we received 


orders to leave work, and prepare for our 
journey 


hopeleſs condition, as nothing but extreme e 4 
poverty could induce the emperor to releaſe wy 

2 Spaniard or Portugueſe.! ” x 1 
Next morning a courier ſet off for Mequi- | 9 
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journey to Tetuan, being to ſet out next 


\ morning. Now, indeed, we cried out with 


fincerity, Long life to Muley Abdallah! 

When we left work, our Black overfeer 
ſaid, I have now no more to dowith you; and if 
you ever catch me in your country, 1 expect no 
better uſage than you have had here. We, how- 
ever, were ſo well pleafed with our affairs, 
that we pafled over this jeering ſpeech. 

On our return to our lodgmgs, Thomas 
Stanton, Thomas Beale, Emanuel Rocheſter, 
and Edward Fitzgerald, four of the youngeſt 
of us, were ſelected by the emperor's order, 
to be fent to him at Mequinez, there to re- 
main till the ambaſſador ſhould pay his de- 
mands; and then to be preſented without 
ranſom, as a return for the gift ſent by his 
Britannic majeſty. They parted from us 
very ſorrowfully, doubting whether they 
ſhould ever follow us to England. 

The next day, however, was ſpent in pro- 
curing proviſions for our journey, as no 
place on the road could ſupply us. And 
early on the 14th, we gladly turned out at 
the firſt call; and were conducted two miles 
from Fez by the alcaide of that city, who 
delivered us to the guard from Tetuan. 


After 


6 


After theſe had taken leave of each other, 


we proceeded about 300 yards, and then, by 


deſire of our guard, turned round and cried, 
Long life to ſeede Booker (the alcaide of Fez), 
concluding with three huzzas. 

The weather being fine, we proſecuted our 
Journey with all the mirth imaginable ; and 
on the evening of the 19th, arrived within 
16 miles of Tetuan; where we were met by 
another guard, who brought us horſes and 
mules, that we might reach the town next 
day before it was late. This evening we lay 
in a pleaſant meadow ; and the nights being 
ſomewhat cool at this ſeaſon, we made three 
large fires, and ſlept in the center of them, 
as we had every night before. 

Early next morning, we mounted the 
beaſts, and at twelve o'clock ſaw Tetuan, 
diſtant about two miles. As we advanced, 
we met numbers of the inhabitants, moſtly 
women, who here ride aſtride. 

At the gate of the town we were met by 
Mr. Petticrew and two or three Engliſh mer- 
chants who reſided there, to whom we bowed 
as we paſſed, Within the gate ſtood “ Hedge 
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* Hedge, or Albedge, is a religious title of honour, 
given to thoſe mufſulmen who have made a pilgrimage 
to the tomb of Mahomet at Mecca, DS 
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Mahomet Tomim, alcaide of Tetuan, and 
other heads of the rown, with a guard of 200 
ſoldiers. We ſaluted the alcaide, according 
to cuſtom, with Long life to thee, maſter ! 
Some of the multitude that crowded round 
called us Jnfidels, Dogs without ſouls, &c. 
however, as often as they were detected, the 
guard was ordered to knock them down. 
\Ve were put into a priſon, where we re- 
ceived ſome ftewed mutton, bread, and a 
cup of wine each, provided by Mr. Petti- 
crew, who viſited us about four o'clock, and 
informed us, that we ſhould be allowed two 
blanqueens and a half per day, being equi- 
valent to five pence, though he called it ſix 
pence, as allowed to priſoners of war. To 
purchaſe proviſions, ſome of us were per- 
mitted to go about the town ; but a Pre 
conſtantly accompanied us. 
In December, we each received a ſoldier's 
coat, breeches, ſhirt, cap, ſtockings, fhoes, 
and buckles, from his excellency at Gibral- 
tar; and having been ſo long almoſt naked, 
we now fancied ourſelves ſoine of the beſt- 
dreſſed gentlemen in Tetuan; and were no 
leſs pleaſed to be ſtared at, than the men, 
women, and children were in following us 
whenever we went about the town. | 
January 


( 42g ) 


January 2d, 1748-9, in the evening we ſaw 


a fail ſtanding into the bay, and next morn- 
ing, by a glaſs, from the top of Mr. Petti- 
crew's houſe, the union-flag was ſeen at her 
maſt-head, indicating that the ambaſſador 
was on board, Mr. Petticrew waited on the 
alcaide, and then went on board the veſſel, 
which was the Brave Sherbeck, captain Haſ- 
well, belonging to Gibraltar. 

January 4th, in the morning, his excel- 
lency landed at Marteene, the port where 
goods are ſhipped or landed, about fix miles 
below the town. On receiving news of this, 
we hoiſted a union-flag, which we had made 
for the purpoſe, on the top of our priſon. 
About ſeven o'clock, the alcaide ſent his 
beſt horſe for the ambaſſador's uſe; and all 
the Chriſtian merchants went to meet him. 


At nine, the alcaide ſet out with the town 


| ſoldiers. About eleven, the ambaſſador ſet 
off from Marteene, the ſoldiers firing all the 


way; and on his approaching Tetuan, the 


Inhabitants crouded the walls, and the guns 


were fired to ſalute him, In ſhort, the day of 


his entry was a holiday amongſt all ranks of 
the town's people ; and it may reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed, that we were not behind hand 
in rejoicings on the occaſion. 
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January 5th, we addreſſed his excelleney 
oa his ſafe arrival; and, on repreſenting the 
impaired ſtate of gur preſent habitat ion, one 
half of us were removed te Another in the 
Jews Quarter. 

Some time elapſing without 2 nds 
our redemption, the aleaide deſired kis ex- 
cellenoy to expedite the bufineſs ; and after 

ſeveral conferenoes to no purpoſe, threatened 
to ſhut us up in the Metammor, or town- 

dungeon. Terrified at this, we ſent a memo- 
rial to the ambaſſador on the ſubje, who 
anſwered, that he had done, and ſhould do, 
every thing towards our redemption, that 
his inſtruct ions would admit of. | 

February 5th, the alcaide ſent for fix of 
us; and Thomas Nelſon, Oſborn Noble, 
William Lucas, Jobn Price, John Haynes, 
and Ephraim Moore we nominated by us to 
wait upon him. On theic arrival, ke bid 
them fit down at his right hand on the mat ; 
and ſpoke, by his interpreter, as follows: 1 
have long carried on a great trade with Gibraltar, 
and have been in many parts of Europe. I have 
been well uſed by the Chriſtians, aud have a par- 
ticular eſteem for the Engliſh. For theſe reaſons 
T have ſent for you, that you may know how > 
wiſh to releaſe you. I. ſhewed my readineſs to do 

this, 


6115.) 
this, by getting you hither before the arrival of 
your ambaſſador, who now refuſes to depofit your 
redemption-monty till you are on board. As you 
bave ſo long been near the emperor”s perſon, you 
know his temper and charafter, and muſt be ſenſi- 
ble bow dangerous it æpould be for me to incur 1 
ſuſpicion of my neglecting to finiſh this bufineſs : 
muft therefore defire you to inform the Ws >, 5 
that this is the laſt day I can Permit you to go 
. #h0ut the toten. 

They then afked the alcaide, if the whole 
redemption-money for the captives delivered 
to Mr. Sollicoffre was demanded, without 
abating the two-thirds thereof, which had 

' bcen paid the late baſhaw Hamet. He re- 
plied, I demand no more than the money for your 
redemption. The ſums due for the laft faves muſt 
be ſettled with the emperor. 

After acquainting the ambaffador with 
what had paſſed, they returned by his ex- 
cellency's direction, to inform the alcaide, 
that the money ſhould be immediately ſent 
for; and to requeſt the continuance of our 
uſual liberty. They at the ſame time hin:cd 
the ambafſador's doubt of our being releaſ d, 
if he ſhould pay the money before we were 
embarked. The atcaide anſwered, /Fhen I 
am Jatisfied the money is on board the ſhip, you 


P2 hal 


( 

ball embark: I defire no payment till then. 

So tell the ambaſſador to ſend for the money; 

and in the mean time you ſhall have your uſua 
1 indulgence. 
1 The ambaſſador ſaid he would ſend for 
: the money by the firſt veſſel that ſhould go 
to Gibraltar ; and one failing ſhortly, we 
expected her return in two or three days 
after with the money. The eaſterly winds 
prevented her coming back ſome days ; but 
on their change to the weſtward, a veſlel 
arrived from Gibraltar, from the commander 
of which we could learn no particulars, he 
only ſaying, we need not doubt of being 
ſoon at Gibraltar. 

This night, however, we were drove to 
our priſons in a very uncivil manner ; and 
next day the alcaide ſent for the fix who 
had been with him before, and ſaid to them, 
J am ſurpriſed your ambaſſador ſhould trifle 
with me in this manner. A veſſel is arrived, 
but no money. Inform him, therefore, that J. 
expect a poſitive aſſi france to-morrow, whether he 
intends to pay the money or not ; that you may 
either be diſcharged, or return to the emperor in 
irons, for I muſt delay no longer. But upon 
the arguments and entreaties of our people, 
the alcaide conſented to wait the arrival of 

| another 
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another ſhip. And the ambaſſador being 
told of what had paſſed, defired us not to 
deſpond, and gave us his promiſe that it 
ſhould not be long before we got at liberty. 

Several veſſels arrived without brir, ging 
the money; but as the alcaide did not alter 
his conduct towards us, we had no doubt of 
his being ſatisfied that affairs were in train 
for accompliſhing our deſires. 

Accordingly, March 14th, in the evening, 
the Brave Sherbeck re- entered the bay, apd 
next morning captain'Haſwe!l came to the 
ambaſſador's. At two o'clock, the alcaide 
ſent for us all in a great hurry; and we 
obeyed his ſummons immediately, though 
not without ſome anxiety, as we imagined 
the preſent hour would produce our enlarge- 
ment, or re-commit us to the miicries of 
ſlavery. | 

When we came before the alcaide, we 
ranged ourſelves in a line, and he picked 
out the following twenty-five : John Crook, 
Edward Hutchins, William Earl, Thomas 
Jones a Black, John Linguiſt, Kinſbe Betten, 
Arthur Price, John Haynes, Thomas Ball, 
Thomas Pearce, William Hudſon, Thomas 
Lawſon, John Trot, John Gibſon, George 


Edger, Ephraim Moore, James Wells, John 
Buckland, 
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Bathland: James Pridham, Richard Gough; 
James Bartie, Alexander Hamiiton, Thomas 


Belſon, Felix Conway, and Timothy Sulli- 


van. The alcaide then directed Felix Con- 
way to acquaint us, that thoſe he had pieked 
out were to embark to-morrow, and the reſt 
to ſtay ſome ſhort time longer, as there was 
not money enough yet arrived to redeem all. 

Thoſe who had been ſelected were lodged 


that night in a houſe by themfelves; and 


next morning, March 16th, they received 


a certificate each from the ambaſſador, who 


diſmiſſed them with wiſhes for a happy voy- 


age to England. About noon, they were 


received without the walls by Mr. Petticrew, 
captain Haſwell, and the alcaide, and. found 
twelve mules prepared to aſſiſt them in their 
Journey to Marteene, the roads being vey 
bad through heavy rain. 

They had not gone far before a ſhower 
came on, and the alcaide remarked, that, as 
the weather was likely to be bad, it might 
be better for us to defer the journey. Mr. 
Petticrew, from obſervation of the alcaide's 
countenance, ſuſpected that he was in fear of 
the emperor's diſpleaſure for letting us em- 
bark without his knowledge, and ſaid to 
him A If hon do not care to part with 
them, 


( 119 ) 
them, w0hen do you expett to touch the money? Do 
you think the governor of Gibraltar will offer it 


8 ſecond time, or ever take your word again? or 
can you ſuppoſe the merchants, zwhen they hear of 


the breach of your word, will think them ſeluss 
Jafe in trading with yo? On this, the al- 
caide agreed to their proceeding ; and ſome 
mounted the mules, whilft thoſe who went 
on foot marched with ſuch ſpirit that they 
got to Marteene before the riders. On ar- 
riving there, two Moors were ſent in a boat 
to get the money from the ſhip ; on receipt 
of which, they were to hoift and ſtrike the 
boat's enſign three times; at which fignal 
the Engliſh were to put off ſhore, and the 
Moors to return. The fignal being given at 
three o'clock, the releaſed tumbled over each 
other into two boats, with joy inexpreſhible z 
and being got aboard, returned moſt ſincere 
thanks to God for their deliverance. 

On the 19th they ſet fail, and next day 
reached Gibraltar; from whence they ſailed 
on the 25th, in his majeſty's ſhip the Crown ; 
and arrived at Portſmouth on May 11th. 
Setting out for London immediately, they 
dehvered a repreſentation of their ſufferings 
to the king, who gracioufly ordered a bounty 
#f ;1. each man; to which the Prince of 
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(120) 
Wales added gol. to be divided amongſt the 
whole. 
When the Brave Sherbeck left the bay of 
Tetuan, on the 19th of March, 1749, we, the 
remaining twenty-ſeven, beheld her depar- 
ture with longing eyes. We, however, con- 
ſoled each other with the hope of her ſpeedy 
return to fetch us, little imagining that our 
captivity was to endure almoſt two years 
longer. | 
About three weeks after, his excellency 
was informed that a veſſel was entering the 
bay. By help of a glaſs, he knew her to be 
his majeſty's ſhip the Nightingale, which, 
as he had been adviſed, was to bring money 
from Cadiz for our redemption. And the 
ſame evening, Mr. Petticrew waited on the 
alcaide, to acquaint him with its arrival. 
Our hearts were now elated with the hope 
a releaſe next day; but to our great morti- 
_ fication, Mr. Petticrew brought advice that 
the alcaide had received new orders from the 
emperor, not to part with us till he had re- 
ceived the whole redemption-money for the 
captives delivered to Mr. Sollicoffre, who 
had paid 8,2011. to the late baſhaw Hamet, 
which that officer had applied to the ſupport 
of a rebellion 3 ä Abdallah, who 


would 


E 


would not, therefore, allow the payment to 
be duly made. The other ſum remaining 


due for us was 4,3991. 1s. and 350 Mexico 
dollars as head- money. 

Next day, the ambaſſador viſited the al- 
caide, and repreſented to him, that the late 
baſhaw had refuſed to let Mr. Sollicoffre 
take away the captives till he had paid him 
the 8, 2011. and if the money had not been 
remitted to the emperor, the baſhaw's family 
ought to account for it. He was, therefore, 
ready to pay the 4,399l. 1s. and the head- 
money, as agreed, for us, but no more. 


The alcaide then told the ambaſſador, 


that, if the emperor's claims were not ſatis- 


fied, he ſhould put us into the Metammor, 
and ſend us in 1rons, and his -excellency 
with us, to the emperor ; and moreover that 


carſairs would be directed to attack the Bri- 
tiſh merchant-ſhips, which would increaſe ' 
the number of ep en and confequently 
raiſe the emperor's demands. 


Upon this, his excellency diſpatched Mr. ; 


Stevens, firſt lieutenant of the Nightingale, 


with an account of his ſituation, to England. 


And ſo confident was the alcaide of the ſuc- 


ceſs of his threats, that he wrote the empc- 
ror he had actually received the 4, 399 
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-a0d the head-money for us. Mr. Stevens 
left Tetuan the 28th of April, and © AR 

in about two months. 

The alcaide, finding no- money likely to 
arrive, was with difficulty diſſurded from 
ſending us back to Fez; and his excellency, 
to prevent an attack on the Britifh veſſels, 
gave him a promiſſory note for rhe payment 
of his whole demand in two: mant hs. | 

This time being elapſed alfo without pay- 
ment, and the emperor ſending a preſſing 
demand for the money tothe alcaide, he was 
_ obliged to raiſe the ſum, which he had told 
the emperor he had received, by contribu- 
tion from the town, Vexed at this, he put 
us into the Metammor, a deep and damp. 
dungeon, where day-light never entered: 
and, after abuſing the ambaſſador, wrote a 
letter of complaint againſt him to the gover 
nor of Gibraltar. 

In the. beginning of September, Mr. Per- 
ticrew ſet off for England, to lay the ſtate of 
affairs before the miniftry. And after we 
had been in the Metammor three weeks, 
commodore Keppel entered the bay with his. 
ſquadron. The commodore promiſed to 
pay: the 4,899 l. 15. which the alcaide now 
conſented to take, and to wait for the reſt 

. till 


69 : 
*M' anſwers arrived from England. Upon 
this, we were releaſed from the dungeon; 
but, as the commodore did not perform his 
promiſe, we were ſoon obliged to re- enter it. 
The ambaſſtdor had written to the gover- 
nor of Gibraltar, requeſting him to fend the 
4,399l. which was in his poſſeffion ; and the 
governor now fent an anfwer to his excel- 
lency, with a ſharp letter of reproof to the 
alcaide, but no money. Enraged at this, 
the alcaide ordered the ambaſſador's houfe 
to be inveſted by a party of ſoldiers, who 
dragged away his ſecretary, Mr. Charles 
Sturgis, tore his clothes, and tumbled him, 


'with a Portugueſe ſervant of the ambaſſador, 


into our dungeon. The ambaſſador himſelf 
was arreſted, and a ſet of heavy irons were 
brought into his houfe, which would have 
'been put on him, had not the En gliſh mer- 
chants interpoſed with the alcaide. Two 
Blacks were placed at his ſtreet-door, and 
two military rufflans at the door of his cham- 
ber. Not a letter could reach him till it was 
opened by the alcaide, and interpreted by 
two Engliſh apoſtates. No one could viſit 
him, not even the Jew who uſed to ſhave 
him. His property was ſeized, and part of 
the preſents intended for the emperor. * 
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After the ſecretary had lain 23 days in the 
Metammor, which was a pit 20 feet deep, 
kept.damp by ſprings which aroſe in it, and 
without light or air, except what entered at 
a little hole at top,/thro' which the Moors caſt 
dead dogs, cats, ſtones, &c. upon us; we 
ſay, after the ſecretary had lain there 23 
days, his health was ſo impaired that his life 
was in danger; which being repreſented to 
the alcaide, he was permitted to go to the 
ambaſſador's, but not to ſtir abroad without 
a guard. " 
In addition to theſe indignities, the alcaide 
wrote an account of what he done to the 
governor of Gibraltar, with a threat of ſeiz- 
ing the effects of the Engliſh merchants in 
Tetuan. General Bland, then governor of 
Gibraltar, immediately ſhewed his reſent- 
ment of the inſult offered his royal maſter 
in the perſon of his ambaſſador, by ſeizing 
the Mooriſh merchants, and their effects, 
within his juriſdiction; and informing the 
 alcaide, that he would ſend no money till he 
had expreſs ſo to do from England. 
During theſe tranſactions, we lay 50 days 
in the Metammor, the horrors of which were 
increaſed by the reduction of our allowance 
to one blanqueen per day, the laying out of 
which 


6125) 
which we were obliged to entruſt to the 
Moors, who generally cheated us in their 
accounts, and ſometimes kept the whole. 
The prices of proviſions were befides raiſed 
enormouſly by a plague and famine, which 
reigned throughout the country; and we 
were deprived of many aſſiſtances we had 
occaſionally received, as the preſent diſpute 
had cut off the common correſpondence with 
Gibraltar, and the Engliſh traders were fear- 
ful of approaching Tetuan, leſt they ſhould 
be laid hold of. 
The ſpirited conduct of governor Bland 
produced a clamour amongſt the Mooriſh 
merchants againſt the alcaide, who had 
enemies. enough among the principal men 
in. Tetuan ; he therefore loſt all hopes of 
ſucceeding by ſeverities. Accordingly, he 3} 
liberated the ambaſſador and his houſhold ; 725 
and we once more beheld the cheering light | 3 [ 
of the ſun, and breathed in open air. The 
commerce with Gibraltar was alſo reſtored to 
its ordinary courſe. 3 
We were not, however, allowed to remain 
idle. A few days after we left the Metam- 
mor, we were taken to a place on the river, 
at ſome diſtance from the town-walls, and 
there ſet to aſſiſt the ſnipwrights, who were 
building 
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building a forty-oared galley, which was to 
mount 9 carriage guns and 20 ſwivels, and 
carry 250 men. Her keel was. 90 feet long, 
her breadth 20. In this employment, we 


continued ſome months, being led in the 


morning from the priſon we were put into at 


our arrival at Tetuan, and reconducted to it 
at night; and though many of the Moors 


who worked with us died of the plague, not 
one of us wete attacked by it. 
November, 1750, Mr. Petticrew returned 
to Gibraltar, and from thence to Tetuarr. 
After waiting on the ambaſſador and alcaide, 
and ſettling the terms of our redemption, he 


went back to Gibraltar for the money. 


Before Mr. Petticrew's return with the 
money, the animoſities between the alcaide 
and che principal men in Tetuan increafed to 
ſuch height, that they reſolved upon his 
death. Accordingly, as he was at prayers 
in one of the moſques, or churches, one of 
a ſet of hired ruffians ſtabbed him in the 
neck, and the reſt immediately plunged their 
daggers into his body, and left him dead on 
the ſpot. The commiſfion of ſuch a deed in 
ſuch a place was conſſdered by the generality 
of the people as an abominable profanation, 
the moſques being allowed ſanctuaries for 
the worſt of criminals, ** 


(1270 


One Luchus being now choſen alcaide by 


the inhabitants, he ſent a preſent to the em- 
peror, who confirmed his election, and gave 


him a commiſſion to continue the buſineſs 


reſpecting us. 

Mr. Petticrew waited at Gibraltar till he 
ſhould have information of the new alcaide's 
power to proceed in our affairs; and having 


received a copy of the emperor's inſtructions 


to the alcaide, he entered the bay of Tetuan, 
in his majeſty's ſhip. the Sea-Horſe, on the 
2th of December, 1750; and immediately 
ſent the alcaide notice of his arrival; upon 
which we were ordered to the water-fide for 
embarkation. 


Next day, Mr. Petticrew waited' on the 


ambaſſador and alcaide ; and after ceremo- 
nials were finiſhed, we were ordered into the 
beats that were to take us on board the Sca- 
Harſe. This was fo eagerly executed, that 
we ran inte the water as high as our waiſts, 
each thinking himſelf happieſt, if he could 
get in firſt. At putting off, we gave the am- 
baffador, Mr. Petticrew, and the gentlemen 
who accompanied them, three cheers, which 


they kindly anfwered, and we repeated the 


ſalute. Being on board, we failed that even- 


ing, and on the gth caſt anchor in thebay of 


G1braltar ; 
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Gibraltar, from whence we returned to Eng- 
land as ſpeedily as opportunities offered. 

It will be recollected, that we four, George 
Beale, Thomas Stanton, Edward Fitzgerald, 
and Emanuel Rocheſter, were ſelected from: 
our fellow-captives, at Old Fez, on the rzth 
of November, 1748, in order to be * 
without ranſom, when the emperor's claims 
ſhould be ſatisfied. e 

On our ſeparation from the reſt, we were 
conducted, under guard, to a den in which 
the emperor's lions had been kept; from 
whence we were removed to a place wherein 
doves had been fed. This was a moſt un- 
ſavoury dwelling, in which we had a ſtink- 
ing fox for a fellow-priſoner. _ 

After laying there three days and three, 
nights, with very little food, we were or- 
dercd to the emperor at Mequinez ; and 1 in. 
two days we reached that city. ; 

The emperor had been 11] ſome.time, and. 
being recovered, was gone to the moſque, it 
being Friday, the Mahometa: ſabbath. On 
his return to the palace, he went to a tent, 
and ſent for vs. When we came before him, 
we paid him the cuſtomary homage ;: after 
which he aſked Fitzgeraid what his name 
was. Fitzgerald anſwered, Ned. To which 

the 


| ( 129 ) : | 
the emperor rephed, Then, Ned, here's ſome- 


thing for you; giving him about a pound of 


bread to be divided amongſt us. He then 
ordered a ſaddle-horſe to be given to the care 
of each of us. This office obliged us to be 
up every morning at four o'clock, as much 
time and pains were required to put the 
horſes in the condition the emperor deſired. 
We firſt waſhed and ſcraped them very clean, 
and then gave them a poliſh all over with 
our bare hands. 

An inhabitant of Mequinez had been mar- 
ried 14 years, and went to a diſtant part of 


the country, promiſing his wife to return as 


ſoon as circumſtances ſhould permit. After 
a long interval, ſhe took the title of a widow 


and got another huſband. The abſentee, 


hearing of this, returned to Mequinez, and 
demanded his wife. The man in poſſeſſion 
refuſed to part with her, and the firſt huſband 
appealed to the emperor. Upon this, both 
Huſbands, the wife, and her two brothers, 


were ordered into the royal preſence ; where 


the plaintiff ſtated his caſe. The emperor 
then ordered the men to ſtand on one fide, 
and the woman other. Now, ſaid he, Till 
adminiſler the ſame juſtice as my great father hath 
heren on a like occaſion ; and bid the woman 

R chooſe 


* N * -* s wt - 4 ” 's ny 1 5 3 r ** 0 _ KS ao as S . 92 2 3 3 * d WY - "2 8 4 = * 
2 JT 2 — r - * WEI ga mt ATA 57 1 > — og, n 2 * = r A — I ls MIS” — bs 5 ” $ eg A mas ora — 
r n e i. — 8 SC EE a ERAS KS x42 ; 5 mag 3-22 5 * . 2 a at. I A Y 
"A „ 2 oF f Y - __ | N : OT r ZS es OT TT Ea AN ers Sn RE 
8 3s. + if 0 > Þ A as Me Rn GIS 4 8 W 
ey — ”, x 2 2 7 


—_ 1 


HASH 


= 
oo — - 
r G4, ME "IF 
. Ne 


* ah 20 7 ; De * 7 — 1 n 2 KY mY * 6 1 1 2 f d 
— — i 22 * as nel. Moe 3% ale ka... 2 is nnr ö >; a x nn * * 911 RR 8 , e ee ON — 2 
£* P as, >, wn x4 ho. MR 8 2 1 eee ths — bx mh, 6,2 per 8 a : l 1 — 
d. n 05 AKN. r rt te CITY = ed a. ASSES ATA EL Ss EN * 2 TA ne OS 2 L 
— — * „ 7 U — 2 . * a 


oo 
r 
- ban —— —— 
3 ny ons . -_ 


* F 3 «>» 


9 
193 
* $ 
15 
1 
"2073 
3x 
73 
: 
3 
1. 
(iy 
418 
17 
4 
1 
$1 
I: i 
$ * , 
27 
by * 4! 
4-H 
3 
8 
© ey 
3 
5 
1 
af 
i : 
W 
8 
1 
j 1 
8 
4 
"i 
1 
1 8 
* = 
5 
B+ 
& 
41 
4 
= 
* ; 
"bk. 
4 
IF 
A. 
. 
1 
1 
=> 
A 
"m4 
_ 
* 
2 3% 
97 
WH 
>..." 
"** 
© i 
- þ4 
* 
"I 
1 
444 
* 
* 
12 


if 
4 


rr 
F Tg. . 


— 


ry 2 2 R 3* , "EL oF - +4, 7-H FS 
— Eo... by — A . . re 
1 e — * I — 


N 
— 

— e>" 
* 


wa 8 — IRE * 
* * * — way OY Ig + _—_ . m—_ - 0 . 
3 p > A. — AE — J g 1 bs 1 eu 8 * . a Mi. 
* e r aA . Wer ts A * > 8 f * — n — 2 4 - * e rr Den: . 7 Sa 
A N % * CE e e *» * 1 * O " n * > l * , * — Ne * * * . * 9 by OTB Se OS 2 . 8 Tp: 11 — . 
2 . Ts a * * 4 9 4 P 7 © Or 9 — 2 ar » 2 * * \ T LOS * 8 
2 1 . 24 g * \ . 5 © l 2 — o9- > ev. ip 1 5 . 
— — — — by 53 4 * — 2 


2 r e 
A EN 


( 130 ) 
Alete the man ſhe liked beſt. She preferred 
the new huſband; and the other three men 
were ſhot by order of the emperor, who told 
the couple to go home and live happily, as 
Tr: cut off all occaſion of jealouſy. 

ot long after our arrival, there -was a 
mutiny in the Black army. A-vaſt multitude 
of the ſoldiers-ſurrounded the palace, and 
demanded a large arrear of pay which they 
they ſaid was due to them, and alſo a reſto- 
ration of their long guns, which had been put 
1nto the emperor's magazines when the late 
rebellion ceaſed. The emperor told' them; 
that if they then diſperſed quietly, and came 
next morning in a- dutiful manner, affairs 
ſhould be ſettled to their ſatisfaction; bur 
if they perſiſted to act in defiance of his au- 
thority, they ſhould ſoon feel the weight of 
his reſentment. Upon this they departed, 
though not altogether ſatisfied. 

Next morning, the guns were brought 
forth by the emperor's order, and laid on 
the ground about a quarter of a mile from 
the palace. When the ſoldiers returned, 
they entered the palace-gate in a tumultous - 
and inſolent manner; but the emperor re- 
ſolving not to ſee them, after they had ſome 
time waited without receiving the money 
5 . 5 required, 


n 
vequired, they took the arms and marched 
off in diſguſt. The emperor, however, ſent 


them word, that he would give them the 


money on the following Friday, and in the 
mean time ſent an expreſs to New Fez, com- 
manding the Leudiers (a body of ſtout dif- 
ciplincd men quartered there, on whom the 
emperor principally relied) to ſend 500 of 
their corps immediately to his aid. 

This was ſo ſpeedily executed, that they 
arrived next morning, and the emperor re- 
turned with them to Doer Dabibah before 
it was generally known they had been at 
Mequinez. - 

The keeper of his majeſty's 8 ſtore- 
houſes, &c. expected that the Black army, 
on hearing of the emperor's flight, would 
have attempted to pillage thoſe places; and 
he accordingly locked up the gates, and 


would ſuffer no one to go in or out. In this 


eonjuncture, we were made cloſe priſoners, 
and were ſo little regarded, that we received 
pot the leaſt ſuſtenance for three days and 
two nights. 

When the emperor arrived at Doer Da- 


bibah, he grew ſullen, and ſpoke to no one 


for three days. At the end of that time, 
be wrote to the commander of the Blacks, 
R 2 telling 
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( 132 ) 
telling him, that he expected his wives and 
Chriſtian ſlaves to be allowed to come to him 
immediately; which, after conſultation, the 


army agreed to. And now we, who had 


juſt refreſhed ourſelves with two or three 


meals after our long faſt, were obliged to 


march 35 miles on foot to Fer, carrying a 
heavy muſquet, without a morſel to eat all 
the Way. 

On our arrival at Doer Dabibah, we were 
again impriſoned, but not without victuals, 
for three days; at the end whereof, we were 
ſet to digging up the ground; and after- 
wards to our old employments of attending 
horſes, and demoliſhing walls. 

After ſome time the Blacks began to wiſh 
for reconciliation, and the emperor's youngeſſ 
ſon undertook the office of mediator. On 
admiſſion to his father, he repreſented that 


the army had recovered a ſenſe of their duty, 


and deſired his majeſty's pardon of rheir ill 


conduct. However, the emperor's tetnper 
| had been ſo much ſoured by the mutiny, that 


he would not liſten to his ſon in the Teaſt; 
and (though he had not ſeen him for ſeven 
years) he drove him from his preſetice with 
a threat of ptiniſhing him for undertaking 


the buſineſs he had. In fhort, the emperors 
behaviour 


cm) 


bebteibur about this time was conſtantly 
ſavage and bloody. 
As the emperor was one day looking on 
us, whilſt were demoliſhing an old wall, 
a perfon of diſtinction, who was thought a 
favourite, made complaint of one who had 
ſtolen his horſe. The emperor having taken 
ſome ſecret diſguſt at him, without the leaſt 
expoſtulation, ordered fix of his attendants 
to ſhoot him through the head; and they in- 
ſtantly laid the complainant dead at his feet. 

The body was then dragged to a convenient 

diſtance, and left to rot above ground, as the 
emperor never ordered its interment. 

Another day, the emperor ſaw three per- 
ſons of quality walking near the ornamental 
borderings in his garden; and, imagining 
they had treſpaſſed beyond theth, he imme- 
diately ordered them to be brought to him, 
and laid on their backs. This done, he took 
his lance and ran it thro? their hearts; and 
ordered their bodies to remain unburied 
ſome days. 

The fame day, as he was going to mount 
his horſe, he was baulked by the ſtirrup's 
| flipping ; on which he bid the perfon who 
kept the flies from him to ſhoot the inan 
chat brought the horſe ; 8e was inſtantly 


done, 


(1340 
dene, and the body expoſed with the other 
three. 

Next day, two boys at play making more 
noiſe.than he liked, he ſent a meſſenger from 
his apartment in the caſtle, to ſee what was 
the matter. The meſſenger brought word 
that the diſturbance was made by two Chriſ- 
tian ſlaves ; on which the emperor ordered 
them to be brought in. The lads being pro- 


duced, his majeſty aſked the meſſenger how 


he dared tell him a lie, and immediately 
drew his ſword, and cut the throats. of all 
three. 

In 1750, there fell, near Fez, a ſhower of 
hail-ſtones ſo large that all the fruits of the 


earth were deſtroyed for a conſiderable way 
round, and many cattle killed ; which raiſed 


the price of proviſion very much. 
At the ſame time, the plague raged thro” 


the whole empire, particularly in Old and 


New Fez ; in the former of which 900 per- 
ſons died in a day, in the latter above 500. 
This great mortality would not admit of re- 
gular interments; ſo that the dead bodies 
were piled on the backs of mules and camels, 

and conveyed to the grave by loads. 
A Moor, who was at work for the emperor 
with us, was lamenting before his majeſty 
| that 


| _ | 

that his brother was dead of this peſtilence, 
and he had not means of paying for his in- 
terment. The emperor grew angry at his 
mentioning ſuch a matter in his preſence, 
and ordered eight men to toſs him into the 
air till his bones were broke; after which he 
bid the dead body to go Keep his brother 
company. 

To enumerate the acts of barbarity com- 
mitted by this tyrant is impoſſible. The 
moſt credible reporters informed us, that in 
the 24 years from his acceſſion, he had maſ- 
ſacred 10,000 Blacks and 7, ooo Whites. 

Juſt at this time, Fitzgerald received ad- 
vice from our brethren at Tetuan of the am- 


baſſador's arrival; and a few days after, as 


we were leading the emperor's horſes, he 
aſked Fitzgerald, why the ambaſſador did 
not bring the money. Fitzgerald replied, 
that he hoped his excellency would ſoon 
come to Fez with the ranſom- money and a 
preſent from the king of Great-Britain. 
The emperor then ſaid the ambaſſador was 
come with no other view than to cheat him 
of the money; and bid Fitzgerald tell him 
the truth, or he would make him fwallow 
the contents of his gun; adding, that he 
would ſend orders to Tetuan, to put his ex- 
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( 196 ) 
cellency in irons, and give him the baſtinade 
to the bargain. 

This threat frightened us greatly. How- 
ever, we were ſoon relieved by a letter from 
Mr. Petticrew, acquainting us, that he was 
about to bring the money and preſents from 
Gibraltar. Accordingly, he ſoon arrived at 
New Fez; and the money and preſents were 
ſent to the emperor the ſame day; but as the 
weather continued bad, he could not ſee his 
majeſty for ſix days, during which he lodged 
with a Jew, in the quarter occupied by that 
people, at New Fez. 

On one of the Mooriſh holidays, Mr. Pet- 
ticrew and his ſuite waited on the emperor 
in the following order: Mr. Petticrew rode 
fingly in front ; fix gentlemen, who came 
from Gibraltar on purpoſe to add dignity to 
his appearance, followed two and two; and 
ſix ſervants, in the ſame order, cloſed the 
proceſſion. As they approached the caſtle, 
the emperor met them on horſeback, and 
kiſſing his hand, cried, Bono, bono, Engliſh. 
Mr. Petticrew and his company then ſaluted 
his majeſty, who ordered 500 ſoldiers to fire 
their muſquets as a return of their compli- 
ments, which concluded the ceremony, and 
the Engliſh returned to Fez. 


Here 
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Here we were detained 20 days by the 
exceſhve rains ; for the eountry being moun- 
tainous, and no trouble taken in repairing 
roads or erecting bridges, the waters ſwell 
the rivers and cover the vallies to ſuch ex- 
tent as to render travelling very dangerous. 

We were all impatient to be gone, and 
ſet out rather too ſoon ; for in our firſt day's 
march, we found the river Sabu ſo ſwelled 
that we were obliged to ſend back to Fez for 
planks to form a raft, to ferry ourſclves and 
our baggage over on; but when the planks 
were brought, they were of ſuch heavy wood 
they ſunk with the leaſt burthen ; ſo that we 
were obliged to get theep-ſkins, and fill 
them with air in manner of bloyn bladders, 
which being ticd to the raft ſupported it to 
our with, and a Moor having acroſſed with 
a rope, the men and baggage were hauled 
over on the ſtage, and the horſes and mules 
ſwam the river. This night Mr. Petticrew 
pitched his tent on a hill at a {mall diſtance 
to which place we were employed to remove 
the baggage. This kept us at work till mid- 
night, and from four next morning till four 
in the afternoon ; during which we received 
very little refreſhment, a want we little ex- 
pected to feel under Chriſtian maſters. 

8 At 


6 
At fix in the evening we decamped, and 

marched fix miles to Harkeka, where we 

again pitched tent. The fatigue we had un- 

dergone at the river Sabu had ſo exbauſted 

Fitzgerald's ſtrength, and our path was ſo 
covered with ftones and: briars, that it was 
with the greateſt difficulty he got to the end 

of this evening's journey. Indeed, he applied 
to Mr. Petticrew for leave to ride one of the 
mules, and was promiſed chat indulgence 
during the reſt of the journey; but that gen- 

tleman was in general ſo very attentive to his 
own convenience, that he forgot this pro- 
miſe, and had no time to beſto on our ac 
commodation. 

Next day's march being made 1 in fine wea- 
ther, the gentlemen amuſed themſelves in 
ſhooting wild fowl, which croſſed our road 
in great plenty. This day we proceeded 
near 40 miles. 

Next day we reached the river Workes; 
which we croſſed in the manner we did the 
Sabu; we had, however, better fare here, 
as a bullock was purchaſed and dreſſed, of 
which we came in for a ſhare. 

Me had now accompliſhed the moſt trou- 
bleſome part of our journey, and next day 
reached the town of Beni-Auregagen, where 

was 
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wis a fort of market, and plenty of beef, 
mutton, fiſh, bread, &c. Mr. Petticrew and 
the gentlemen dined here on a fine diſh of 
fiſh, and loaves were given us. After this, 
we proceeded to Darcober, where our maſ- 
ters refreſhed themſelves with good liquors, 
and came to reſolution of travelling all night, 
in order to reach Tetuan, which we did next 
day about noon. | 
Here we lodged at a Jew's, and were al- 
lowed three blanqueens .per day during our 
ftay, which was about five weeks. 

In the courſe of this time, Mr. Petticrew 
employed us to paint his houſe ; and having 
| finiſhed the job, we expected a reward. In- 
ſtead of this, we were ſent for, and charged 
with having ſpoken diſreſpecttully of him. 
We averred our innocence ; but he paid no 
regard to this, and ſent to the alcaide for a 
guard of ſoldiers, who lodged us in a priſon 
for that night. Next day the guard brought 
us to him again, and he gave them a crown, 
which he ſaid ſhould be deducted from our 
allowance. He bid us not be refractory, 
as he would take care to mortify us if we 
diſpleaſed him; and on leaving the houſe, 
the ſervant bid us come there no more, and 
think ourſelves well off in the lenity ſhewn. 
22 On 


1409 
On the 11th of April, 17571, the Nightin- 
gale man of war anchored in the bay; the 
captain of which had brought money to ſa- 
tisfy the emperor for 4 Spaniards and 4 Ha- 
noverians, whoſe relcaſe we waited for. 

On the 12th, we went to the port, and the 
money being depoſited, we got into the 
Nightingale's boat. At putting off, we for- 
got Mr. Petticrew's ill treatment of us, and 
took leave of him and the barbarians with 
three hearty huzzas. 

The wind being unfair, we were three days 
and nights on our way to Gibraltar; where 
we ftaid a fortnight. We ſhipped ourſelves 
for London on board the Tyber and Julius 
Cæſar, the firſt of which arrived in the river 
Thames May zoth, and the latter on the 
2d of June. And about a month after our 
happy return, we received his majeſty” 3 
bounty of 51. per man. 


The kingdoms of Fez and Morocco, now 
one empire, are formed out of the Roman 
province anciently called Mauritania Tingi- 
tana, ſituated at the north-weſt extremity of 


Africa, waſhed on the north by the waters of 
| the 


G 
the Mediterranean and the Streights of Gib- 
raltar, and on the weſt by the Atlantic Ocean. 
On the eaſt lay Mauritania Cæſarienſis, now 
the ſtate of Algiers; and on the ſouth 
Gætulia, now the province of Tafilet, an- 
nexed to the Morocco empire ; which all 
together 1s at preſent reckoned to extend 
about 500 miles in length and 450 in breadth. 

The hiſtory of the country is very obſcure 
till about a century before the birth of Chriſt, 
when we find Bocchus, its king, aſſiſting 
Jugurtha the Numidian againſt the Romans. 
This part of the world then knew little of the 
Romans, and was little known by them, till 
Jugurtha, hard preſſed by their general Ma- 
rius, applied to his father-in-law Bocchus 
for aſſiſtance. . Their conjoined forces, how- 
ever, could not withſtand that of the Ro- 
mans, with whom Bocchus made his peace, 
by treacherouſly delivering up the huſband 
of his daughter to grace the triumph of 
Marius. | 

In the year 46 before Chriſt, Bogud, king 
of part of Mauritania, joined the arms of 
Julius Cæſar in the ſubjection of the elder 
Juba, his neighbour ; and in the year fol- 
lowing had a ſhare in Cæſar's victory over 


Cneius Pompey, at Munda in Spain. It is 
ſaid 
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ſaid the Roman made very valuable preſents 
to the Moor, who did not ſcruple to allow 


him the embraces of his queen Eunoe in re- 
turn. After Cæſar's aſſaſſination, he ſided 


with Antony againſt Octavius, and made a 
diverſion in favour of the former in Spain ; 
but whilſt abſent on this buſineſs, he loft his 
own kingdom by the revolt of his ſub- 
jects, who were aſſiſted by Octavius in fixing 
a ſecond Bocchus or the throne. | 

Before Chriſt 43, Octavius (then Auguſtus 
Czſar) confirmed Bocchus's acquiſition, and 
granted the inhabitants of Tingis the N 
leges of Roman citizens. 

Juba the younger, a child, was delivered 
on the death of his father to Cæſar, who 
beſtowed ſuch a noble education on him, that 
he afterwards equalled ſome of the moſt 
learned Greeks. He continued at Rome till 
Auguſtus (B. C. 30) gave him the govern- 
ment of Mauritania. His ſubjects enjoyed 
ſuch bleſſings under him, that they ranked 
him among their gods. He had married 


Cleopatra, daughter of Antony and Cleopa- 


tra, and, after a long reign, was ſucceeded 
(in the year 30 after Chriſt) by Ptolomy Se- 


lene, his ſon, 


This 
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This prince, about 10 years after, was in- 
vited to the court of the emperor Caligula, 
who, either from envy of the attention paid 
him at Rome, or a deſire of ſeizing his riches, 
cauſed him to be arreſted, baniſhed, and aſ- 
ſaſſi nated. 

On receiving news of Protemy's $ 4 

 Ademon, his freedman, took arms to reſiſt 
the Romans. Claudius, ſucceeding Caligula 
in 41, ſent an army to reduce him, which 
being reinforced the following year, the 
whole country, from the Mediterranean to 
Mount Atlas, ſubmitted to the emperor, 
who divided it into two provinces, and ſet 
a Roman knight over each. To the weſtern 
province (comprehending the preſent empire 
of Morocco) he gave the name of Maurita- 
nia Tingitana, from Tingis, its capital city, 
now Tangiers: The eaftern (now the Al- 
gerine territory) he called Mauritania Cæſa- 
rienſis, from Ceſar, a ſurname which he had 
in common with the other Roman emperors. 

In the ſtate of a Roman province the 
country remained during 400 years. 

Before the middle of the third century, 
however, the Romans had long experienced 
the valour of the Lower Germans. Various 
tribes of theſe, united under the title of 
Franks. 
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Franks or Freemen, left the banks of the 
Rhine, and, in the reigns of Valerian and 
Gallicnus (between the years 250 and 260) 
marchcd through Gaul into Spain, which 
being exhauſted by their depredations, a 
party of them took ſhipping and tranſported 
themſelves acroſs the Streights of Gibraltar, 
to plunder the fruitful provinces of Mauri- 
rania. 8 

The African Chriftians ſoon: formed one 
principal member of the church; and the 
practice in theſe parts, of appointing biſhops 
to inconſiderable towns and villages, magni- 
fied the ſplendor and importance of their re- 
ligious ſocieties, which in the third century 
were animated by the zeal of Tertullian, di- 
rected by the abilities of Cyprian, and ad- 
orned by the eloquence of Lactantius. 

Early in the fourth century, the peace of 
the Africans was diſturbed by the double 
election of a biſhop of Carthage. Cæcilian 
and Majorinus were the rivals; and the 
early death of the latter made way for Dona- 
tus. Cæcilian's party had elected him with- 
out waiting the arrival of the Numidian 
biſhops ; and theſe elected Maiorinus. The 
controverſy was tried in five ſueceſſive tribu- 
nals appointed by the emperor Conſtantine; 

and 
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and at the end of three years, Cæcilian was 
declared primate of Africa. The Donatiſts 
refuſed obedience to one they deemed a 
uſurper, and being themſelves excomunica- 


ted, they excommunicated their adverſaries 


in return. They rebaptized and reordained 
their proſelytes; and whenever they ob- 
tained the poſſeſſion of a church that had 
been uſed by their antagoniſts, they waſhed 
the pavement, ſcraped the walls, burnt the 
altar, which was generally of wood, melted 
the plate, and caſt the holy euchariſt to the 
dogs. The contending parties were mixed, 


yet ſeparated, in all the cities of Africa ; 


which were diſtracted for 300 years by this 
ſchiſm, till Chriſtianity itſelf was expelled by 
the religion of Mahomet. 

Though proſcribed by the laws, the Do- 
natiſts maintained their ſuperior numbers in 
ſome provinces, and 400 biſhops acknow- 


ledged the juriſdiction of their primate. The 


attempt to reſtore the unity of the church 
by the ſword of the magiſtrate increaſed the 


mutual hatred. The ferocious and 1lliterate 
peaſants of Numidia and Mauritania, imper- 


fectly ſubdued by the Romans, and as im- 
perfectly converted to Chriſtianity, ſupported 


the cauſe of their Donatiſt teachers with a 
9 furious 
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furious zeal. The violence which baniſhed 
their biſhops, demoliſhed their churches, 
and interrupted their aſſemblies was repelled 
with equal violence. Driven from their 
native villages, they aſſembled on the edge 
of the Gztulian deſert, and exchanged the 
habits of labour for a life of rapine. Their 


leaders afſumed the title of Captains of the 


Saints ; their principal. weapon was a huge 
club, which they termed an Iſraelite; and 
Praiſe be to God was their cry of war. At firſt 
their depredations were coloured by a plea 
of neceſſity, but they ſoon became licentious | 
tyrants, and burnt the villages they had 
plundered. They pretended to reſtore the 
primitive equality of mankind ; flaves and 
debtors flocked to their ſtandard ; and the 
the ſlighteſt reſiſtance provoked them to- 
murder. Theſe Circumcelliones (as they 
were called) ſometimes engaged and defeated 
the troops of the province. In 348, the 
emperor Conſtans ſent Macarius to ſuppreſs 
them ; and at Bagai they unſucceſsfully at- 
tacked an advanced guard of his army. The 
action was bloody and deciſive ; and the 
Donatiſt captives died, glorying as martyrs, 
either by the ſword, the axe, or the fire. 


. 5 
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In the year 364, the Roman Empire was 
divided by Valentinian, who gave the pro- 
vinces of the Eaſt to his brother Valens. 
and of thoſe of the Weſt, which he retained, 
the Mauritaniæ were a part. 

The Africans had long groaned under che 
tyranny and avarice of Romanus, their mili- 
tary governor. Nabal, one of the moſt 
powerful Mooriſh princes that acknowledged 
the ſupremacy of. Rome, left, by his wives 
and concubines, a numerous iſſue; the in- 
heritance of his riches was diſputed; and 
Zamma, one of his ſons, was flais by his 
brother Firmus. Romanus, from hatred or 
avarice, proſecuted the legal revenge of this 
murder with implacable zeal; and Firmus 
ſaw he muſt either preſent his neck to the 
executioner, or truſt to his own ſword. The 
Africans received him as the deliverer of his 
country. Cæſarea was plundered and burnt 
(A. D. 372); the refractory ſaw the danger of 
reſiſtance, and Firmus ſeemed only to doubt, 
whether he ſhould take the diadem of a 
Mooriſh king, or the purple of a Roman 
emperor. In the year following, however, 
Theodoſius, the general of Valentinian, ap- 
peared with a ſmall band of veterans; and 
Fin, affected to ſolicit the imperial cle» 
by + 2 : 3 1 4 
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mency, whilſt he ſecretly endeavoured te 
ſeduce the troops, and engage the indepen- 
dent Gætulians to aſhiſt him. The wary 
Theodoſius received and diſmiſſed him with 
a friendly embrace; but he ſuſpected, and 
ſoon diſcovered, a dark conſpiracy. The 
guilty were abandoned, according to cuſtom, 
to the fury of military execution, or ſuffered 
the amputation of both their hands. Firmus 
eſcaped to Mount Atlas; and Theodoſius 
followed with his little army, ſeldom more 
than 3500 men. The military ill of their 
leader repeatedly repulſed and vanquiſhed 
armies of 20,000 Moors ; and Firmus, to 
avoid being delivered up by Igmazen, king 
of the Iſaflenſes, with whom he had taken 
ſhelter, ſtrangled himſelf in the night. 

Gildo obtained, as a reward of his ſeemin 
fidelity, the forfeited poſſeſſions of his bro- 
ther Firmus; be had long ferved in the 
Roman armies, and was raiſed to the dignity 
of a military count. Theodofius the empe- 
ror (ſon of the general) inveſted him with 
the command of Africa ; he ſoon uſurped 
the adminiſtration of juſtice and the finances ; ; 
and for twelve years (from 386 to 398) kept 
poſſeſſion of an office, from which he could 
not be removed without the danger of a civil 
War. 
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war. If the gueſts who were invited to his 
table expreſſed their juſt fears of his poiſon, 
he loudly ſummoned his executioners. The 
wives and daughters of his ſubjects were pro- 
ſtituted to his luſt, and then delivered to the 
black or ſwarthy guardians of his throne. 
The death of Theodoſius, and the diſcord of 
his ſons Honorius and Arcadius, confirmed 
the power of Gildo. He was, however, ac- 
cuſed to the ſenate by Stilicho, the miniſter 
and general of the Weſtern Empire, and con- 
demned as a rebel. The fubſiſtence of Rome 
depended on the harveſts of Africa, and it 
was feared a declaration of war might pro- 
voke the Moor to withold the uſual ſupplies 
of corn; but a reſource was found in the 
provinces of Gaul; and Honorius committed 
the conduct of the war in Africa to Stilicho. 
The diſcordant ſpirit of the ſons of Nabal 
ſtill ſubfiſted ; and Maſcezel, to avoid the 
deadly fury of his brother, had fled to the 
imperial court at Milan ; where he ſoon 
heard of the murder of his children by their 
inhuman uncle. Stilicho gave the command 
of the troops to the enraged father ; and 
Gildo was prepared with an army of 70,000 
men to reſiſt his attack. In the face of this 


hoſt of naked and diforderly barbarians, 
whole 
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| whoſe left arm, inſtead of a ſhield, was pro- 


tected only by a mantle, who were diſarmed 
as ſoon as they had darted their javelins, 
Maſcezel encamped with his 5,000 veterans. 
After a delay of three days, he gave the ſignal 
for a general engagement ; and advancing 


in front with offers of peace and pardon, he 


encountered one of the foremoſt ſtandard- 
bearers of the Africans ; and on his refuſing 
to yield, ſtruck him on the arm with his 
ſword. The ſtandard ſunk with the blow, 
and the ſuppoſed act of ſubmiſſion was re- 
peated by all the ſtandards in the line. The 
coliorts that had been ſeduced by Gildo now 
proclaimed the name of Honorius, their law- 
ful ſovereign. ; the barbarians fled in confu- 
ſion; and Maſcezel obtained an eaſy and 
almoſt bloodleſs victory. Gildo efcaped to 
the coaſt, and took ſhip in hope of reaching 


ſome friendly port in the Eaſtern Empire of 


Arcadius ; but an adverſe wind forced him 
into the harbour of Tabraca ; and the inha- 
bitants, to prove the return of their loyalty 
to Honorius, confined him in a dungeon, 
where he copied the example of ſuicide. 
which had been ſet by his brother Firmus. 
In 427, Boniface, .governor of Africa, 
being recalled from that charge by the em- 
1: | preſs 
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preſs Placidia, and doubting his perſonal 
ſafety at an intriguing court, took the reſo- 
lution of retaining his goverment, and armed 
the provinces in his defence. Though he 
ſucceſsfully eluded or repelled the firſt en- 
deavours to reduce him, he was conſcious 
of his inability to reſiſt the regular forces of 
the Weſtern Empire at the head of the diſ- 
orderly Africans. The Vandals, Suevi, and 
Alani had croſſed the Pyrenees, and had 
deſolated Spain for twenty years by their 
attacks on the imperial ſubjects, and by their 
mutual diſcords. The Vandals had obtained 
a ſuperiority by the defeat of the Suevic and 
the Roman forces. In this conjuncture, 
Boniface diſpatched a friend to the camp of 
Gonderic, thelr king, with the propoſal 


of an alliance and the offer of a ſettlement. 
The death of Gonderic ſerved only to for- 


ward the enterprize. He was ſucceeded by 
his baſtard-brother the terrible Genſeric; a 
prince of middle ſtature, and lamed in one 
leg by a fall from his horſe ; ſlow and cau- 
tious in ſpeech, averſe to luxury, iraſcible, 
vindictive, ambitious, politic, and brave. 
The propoſa!s of Boniface were accepted ; 
but in the moment of his departure, Her- 


manric, king of the —_— preſumed to ravage 
the 
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the territory which Genſeric was about to 
abandon. Enraged at the inſult, he purſued 
the flying Suevi, drove their king and his 
army into the river Anas, and calmly returned 
to embark his victorious troops, who croſſed 
the Herculean Streight (now the Streight of 
Gibraltar) in veſſels furniſhed by the Spa- 
niards who wiſhed their departure, and by 
the African general who had aſked their 
aſſiſtance. | 
The Alani were already under the command 
of Genſeric; the hope of plunder had excited 
many Gothic adventurers, and the deſire of 
repairing their fortunes by the ſame means 
which had ruined them, united ſome provin- 
cials to the Vandals: Yet this various mul- 
titude amounted only to 50,000 effective 
men; but the diſcontents of Africa ſoon fur- 
niſhed numerous allies. The Mauritanians 
towards Gætulia and the Atlantic had rather 
been exaſperated than ſubdued by the Roman 
arms ; and when the firſt difficulties, arifing 
from a mutual ignorance of each other's 
language, were ſomewhat removed, the 
Moors joined the Vandals, to revenge them- 
ſelves on the Romans who had expelled 
them from their native ſoil. Nor was the 
perſccution of the Donatiſts a little inſtru- 
. mental 
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mental in increaſing to the powers of Genſe- 
ric, whom theſe fanatics eee as a 
deliverer. 

The empreſs Placidia ( who governed du- 
ring the minority of her ſon Valentinian III.) 
was aſtoniſhed at the conduct of Boniface, 
whoſe fidelity and ſervices ſhe had been 
much indebted to. An ambaſſador was ſent 
to confer with him ; and Boniface and Pla- 
cidia were ſoon convinced of the treachery 
of Etius, his political rival, who had inſti- 
gated the empreſs to the recal, and the 
governor to a revolt. The repentance of 
Boniface was ſincere, and the Roman garri- 
ſons returned with their general to the alle- 
giance of Valentinian; but Genſeric, reject- 
ing all terms-of accommodation, refuſed to 
_ relinquiſh the poſſeſſions he had obtained. 
The troops of Boniface (A. D. 430) were 
defeated ; and the victorious Germans, ra- 


vaging the open country, confined the Ro- 


mans within the walls of Carthage, Cirta, 
and Hippo Regius. 'This populous and fer- 
tile region, the granary of the Roman Em- 
pire, was on a ſudden deſolated from Tangier 
to Tripoli ; the avarice and licentiouſneſs of 
the Vandals and Moors, and the religious fury 


of the Donatiſts, ſpread general deſtruction. 
U Boniface, 
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Boniface, however, retained the poſ- 


ſeſſion of Hippo (now Bona) to which the 


ſea was open, till, after fourteen months 
ſiege, the Vandals were obliged to relinquiſh 
the enterpriſe by the nn their exceſſes 
had occaſioned. 

The empreſs ſolicited and obtained the 
aſſiſtance of the emperor of the Eaſt ; and 
when the forces of the two empires had 
unired, Boniface boldly led them againſt the 
enemy; but a ſecond defeat (A. D. 431) ir- 
retrievably decided the fate of Africa. 

Eight years, however, elapſed from the 
flight of the Roman general and evacuation 
of Hippo to the reduction of Carthage. In 
this interval, Genſeric negotiated a peace, 
and conſented to reſtore the Mauritanias to 
Valentinian, who publiſhed many humane 
laws to relieve the diſtreſſed inhabitants. 

This pacific action of Genſeric was, how- 
ever, the effect rather of his policy than of 
his juſtice. He had, indeed, facrificed the 
ſons of his brother Gonderic and their mo- 
ther; and, on ſuſpicion of a confpiracy to 
Poiſon him, he had amputated the noſe and 
cars of the wife of his ſon Hunneric, and ſent 


her thus mutilated to the Gothic court of 


her royal father Theodoric at Thoulouſe, 
whoſe 
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Whole revenge the artful Vandal found means. 
to fruſtrate, by inciting the Huns to an in- 


vaſion of Gaul: But the ſeditions of the 
Moors and Germans, the oppoſition of the 


Donatiſts and Catholics, and the antipathies 


of the. Arians (whoſe diſciple he was) and 


the Trinitarians, continually produced con- 


ſpiracies which diſturbed his reign ; and 
more Vandal blood was. ſhed by the execu- 


tioner than in the field of battle. Thus cir- 


cumſtanced, he fubſcribed the treaty; the 
vigilance of the Romans was relaxed by his 
proteſtations of friendſhip ; and Carthage 
was ſurpriſed by the Vandals, (A. D. 439) 
and reduced to ſervitude. The attempt to 
ſecrete any treaſure was puniſhed with death, 


and the lands of the province (now the Tu- 


niſian territory) were divided among the bar- 
barians, whoſe monarch reſerved the fertile 
diſtrict of Byzacium and its neighbourhood 
as his peculiar domain. 


The poſſeſſion of a territory, ſtretching | 


above ninety days journey along the coaſt of 
the Mediterranean from Tangier to Tripoli, 
did not ſatisfy the ambition of Genſeric; he 
caſt his eyes towards the ſea, and created a 
naval power which might render every ma- 


re country acceſſible to his arms. His 


U 2 conqueſt 


CL 
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conqueſt of Sicily (A. D. 454) and ravages 
in the Italian neighbourhourhood, alarmed 
the Romans, whoſe, alliances and armaments 
were rendered ineffeftual by the policy of 
Genſeric and the irruption of his confe- 
derate the king of the Huns, which obliged 
the emperors to retinquiſh an African war 
to ſecure domeſtic ſafety. 

Valentinian had forcibly violated the wife 
of Maximus, an illuſtrious ſenator; and the 
nobleman, having revenged the diſho10ur by 
the death of his ſovereign, was placed on the 
vacant throne by the voice of the ſenate and 
people. His wife did not long furvive her 
violation ; and Maximus had completed his 
revenge in ſupplying her place with the per- 


ſon of the empreſs Eudoxia. The confeſſion 


of her new huſband confirmed her ſuſpicions 
that Valentinian had been aſſaſſinated by bis 
direction, and ſhe meditated vengeance in 
her turn. To effect this, ſhe invited Genſeric 
to the attack of Rome; ; and when the Van- 
dals had diſembarked at the mouth of the 
Tyber, Maximus would have made a preci- 
pitate retreat; but no ſooner did he appear 
in the ſtreets, than his ſeditious ſubjects 
affaulted him with ſtones; a foldier gave 
him the firſt wound ; the domeſtics of Eu- 
doxia 


wh „ 
doxia ſignaliſed themſelves in her ſervice, 
and his mangled body was thrown into the 
river. On the third day (June 15, 455) Gen- 
ſeric advanced towards the city, and Leo its 
biſhop iſſued at the head of his clergy, to 
implore the barbarian's mercy on an unrefiſt- 
ing multitude. A promiſe of this was, in- 
deed, obtained ; but Rome was delivered to 
the licentiouſneſs of the Vandals and Moors. 
The pillage laſted fourteen days and nights ; 
and all the public and private wealth of the 
Weſtern Metropolis was conveved to the 
veſſels of Genſeric. The ſtatues of the gods 
and heroes of Paganiſm, the gilt roof of the 
Capitol, and the holy inſtruments of the 
| Jewiſh temple, the golden table and golden 
candleſticks, which Titus had brought from 
Jeruſalem 400 years before, with the ſplen- 
did ornaments of the Chriſtian churches, 
were now confounded in the facrilegious 
plunder, and tranſported from Rome to Car- 
thage by a hoſt of barbarians, who derived 
their origin from the ſhores of the Baltic. 


Eudoxia herſelf was rudely ſtripped of her 


jewels, and forced, with her two daughters, 
to follow the haughty Genſeric as a captive 
to the port of Carthage. 


Ricimer 
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Kicimer (A. D. 456) had deſtroyed on the 
coaſt of Corſica a Vandal fleet, conſiſting 
of ſixty gallies, and had returned to Rome 
with the title of the Deliverer of Italy. The 
emperor Avitus had been elected without the 
conſent of Ricimer, who now forced him to 
quit the throne, and, during an interregnum 
of ſome months, held the government him- 
ſelf with the title of Patrician. At length 
Ricimer, according to the public wiſh, in- 
veſted his friend Majorian with the imperial 
purple. A fleet of Vandals and Moors 
(A. D. 457) had entered the river Liris (now 
Garigliano) ; but the imperial troops ſur- 
priſed the invaders, who were encumbered 


with the ſpoil of Campania, and chaced them 


to their ſhips with great ſlaughter, in which 
the brother-in-law of Genſeric was-included; | 
The new emperor formed a deſign of attack- 


ing the Vandals in their African ſettlements ; 


and by a general exertion of the Empire, 
300 large gallies, anda proportionate number 
of tranſports, &c. were collected in the capa- 


_cions harbour of Carthagena in Spain. Ma-' 


jorian, deſirous of exploring the ſtate of the 
enemy with his own eyes, ventured, after 
diſguifing the colour of his hair, to yiſit 
Carthage „in the character of his own am- 

baſſador; 
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baſſador; and Genferic was afterwards mor- 
tifted by the diſcovery that he had entertained 
and diſmiſſed the emperor of the Romans. 
The Vandal king practiſed his cuſtomary 
arts of fraud and delay ; but Majorian was 
inflexible. Genſeric diſtruſted the valour of 
his native ſubjects and the fidelity of the 
vanquiſhed Africans ; and in hope of divert- 
ing the purpoſe of Majorian, he reduced 
Mauritania to a deſert, by burning its vil- 
lages and poiſoning its ſprings. But he was 
ſaved from the impending attack by the 
treachery of ſome of Majorian's ſubje&s, by 
whoſe ſecret intelligence he was enabled to 
ſurpriſe the unguarded fleet ih the bay of 
Carthagena ; many of the ſhips were ſunk, 
taken, or burnt, and the preparations of three 
years were deſtroyed in a ſingle day. He, 
however, continued to ſolicit for peace; and 
Majorian conſented to a treaty. The mis- 
fortune produced a ſedition in the army; 
and Ricimer, joining in the depoſition of the 
emperor, who died five days after, beſtowed 
the purple on his inſtrument Libius Severus. 
The life and nominal reign of Severus ceaſed 
at the end of fix years, during which (from 
467 to 467) the Vandal fleets ravaged the 
coaſts of every province of the Weftern 
Empire, 
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Empire, and ſubdued the iſland of Sar- 
dinia. This war was carried on by Genſeric 
under pretence of obtaining a proportion of 
the imperial patrimony for the eldeſt daugh- 
ter of his captive Eudoxia, who had become 
the wife of his ſon Hunneric. 

A. D. 458, the forces of both empires 
were united againſt Genſeric. The troops 
of Egypt and Libya ſubdued the cities of 
Tripoli; the Vandals were expelled Sardinia ; 
and a fleet of 1113 ſhips, with 100, ooo ſol- 
diers and mariners, failed from Conſtantino- 
ple to Carthage, under the command of 
Baſiliſcus, the brother of Vorina, wife of Leo, 
emperor of the Eaſt. The Vandals were 
repeatedly beaten ; and had theſe advantages 
been purſued, Carthage muſt have ſurren- 
dered, and the government of Genſeric 
would have been extinguiſhed. But a truce 
of five days was granted ; and during that 
interval he manned his largeſt ſhips with the 
| braveſt of the Moors and Vandals, who 
towed after them many large barks filled 
with combuſtibles. In the obſcurity of the 
night, a favourable wind impelled them 
againſt the fleet of the unſuſpecting Romans. 
Their crowded fituation affiſted the progreſs 
of the flames; and whilſt they laboured to 


extricate 


6 


extricate themſclves from the fire- ſhips, the 
gallies of Genſeric attacked them, and many 


20 


of the Romans, who eſcaped the flames, 1. 


were taken or deſtroyed by the Vandals. 

After this, Genſeric again became the ty- 
rant of the ſea, Tripoli and Sardinia returned 
to his obedience, Sicily was conquered, and 
he died (A. D. 477) in the fullneſs of years 
and military glory. 

Genſeric had, in his early youth, embraced 
the Arian doctrines; he was exaſperated to 
find that thoſe who had fled before him in 
the field till preſumed to diſpute his will in 
ſynods and churches ; and his Catholic ſub- 
_ jects were oppreſſed by intolerant laws and 
arbitrary puniſhments. 

His ſucceſſor Hunneric tormented them 
with equal fury. He, however, declared that 
his laws were only tranſcripts of thoſe which 
the Trinitarian emperors had themſelves 
made againſt ſuch as diflented from their 
eſtabliſhed religion ; and the Catholics To 
Jittle underſtood the rights of conſcience, 
that they refuſed to grant the indulgence they 
claimed; even whilſt. they felt the laſh of 
Arian perſecution, they praiſed the ſeverity 
of Hunneric, who burnt and baniſhed the 


Manichzans ; and they rejected the propoſal 
X that 


1 
that the diſciples of Arius and of Athanaſius 
ſhould enjoy a reciprocal toleration in the 
territories of the Romans and the Vandals. 
During an interval of peace, Hunneric, 


at the interceſſion of the Eaſtern emperor, 


(A. D. 480) permitted the Catholics to ſeat 
Eugenius in the epiſcopal chair of Carthage; 
but this indulgence was of ſhort duration. 
At the command of Hunneric, 466 Catho- 
lic biſhops were aſſembled at Carthage, to 
confer with their Arian adverſaries. After 


mutual reproaches, the diſputants were ſepa- 


rated ; a martyr and a confeſſor were ſelected 
from the Catholics, 28 eſcaped by "flight and 
88 by conformity, 46 were ſent to Corſica to 
cut timber for the navy, and 302 were exiled 
to the deſerts of Africa. 

A. D. 483, a train of Catholic lis and 
clergy, with 4096 of their followers, were 
torn from their habitations ; by night, they 
were .confined, like a herd of cattle, amidſt 
their own ordure ; during the day they pur- 
ſued their march over the ſcorching ſands ; 
and if they fainted with fatigue, they were 


goaded or dragged along till they expired in 


the hands of their tormentors ; and when 


theſe exiles reached the Mooriſh huts on the 


verge of Mount Atlas, if they eſcaped the 
dangers, 


13 


dangers, they were condemned to the diſ- 
treſſes of a ſavage life. 

The inhabitants of Tipaſa had long braved 
the fury of the Donatiſts and the Arians; 
and on the appointment of an Arian biſhop, 
(A. D. 484) thoſe who could procure ſhips 
paſſed into Spain. The unhappy remnant 
refuſing the communion of their King, ſtill 
held their prohibited aſſemblies: A military 
officer was diſpatched from Carthage by 
Hunneric; he collected the Catholics in the 
market place of Tipaſa, and they were de- 


prived of their right hands and their tongues. 


The reign of Hunneric was ſtained with 
the moſt rigorous perſecutions. Reſpectable 
citizens, noble matrons, and conſecrated 
virgins were ſtripped, ſuſpended with weights 
at their feet, and in this poſture torn with 
ſcourges or burnt with red-hot irons. ' The 
amputation of the ears, noſe, tongue, and 
right hand were frequent ; nor did the ſuf- 
ferings of the Catholics end with the life of 
Hunneric, who died (A. D. 484) covered 
with ſores and vermin. 

Gundamond (the ſon of Sende eldeſt ſon 
of Genſeric) ſucceeded his uncle, whoſe 
vices he copied during almoſt the whole of 
his twelve years reign; towards the end, 

755 however, 
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however, he relaxed his ſeveritics, recalled 
the Catholic exiles, and reſtored many to 
their churches. _ | 

He was ſucceeded (A. D. 496) by . 
brother Thraſimund, who exceeded all the 
Vandal princes in beauty, prudence, and 
magnanimity. Yet theſe accompliſhments 
were degraded by his intolerance. He ejected 
the Catholic biſhops ; but inſtead of tortures, 
he employed the ſeductions of wealth and 
; Aignities to convert them to his faith. He 
exacted an oath from his ſucceſſor, never to 
tolerate the Athanaſians, and died after a reign 
of twenty-ſeven years. | 

_ Hilderic, the gentle ſon of the ſavage 
Hunneric, on aſcending the throne (A. D. 
523) preferred the duties of humanity to 
the obligations of an impious oath; he re- 
pealed the laws of perſecution, recalled the 
baniſhed, and during a reign of ſeven years, 
laboured for the reſtoration of peace and 
freedom: But his Vandal ſubjects poſ- 
ſeſſed another ſpirit; and he was deprived 
of his crown and liberty (A. D. 530) by his 
couſin Gelimer, a zealous Arian. 

Gelimer renewed the acts of perſecution ; 
but his tyranny was of ſhort duration. The 
Eaſtern emperor Juſtinian, a friend of the 

Catholics, 


* 


( 5 ) 


Catholics, inſiſted on the reſtoration of Hil- 


deric, who, with his children and his bro- 
ther, were now put to death by Gelimer. 
Beliſarius, the imperial general, appeared 
(A. D. 533) with a Greek army, and defeated 
the Vandals under the command of Gunda- 
mer and Gelamund, brothers of Gelimer, 
who loſt their lives in the field. Gelimer 
himſelf, after attempting to revenge their 
deaths, received a ſecond defeat, and ſecured 
his perſonal ſafety by a precipitate flight. 


Carthage, deſerted by its Vandal king, at 
the end of 95 years from its conqueſt by Gen- 


ſeric, ſubmiſſively opened its gates to the 
victorious Beliſarius, and again acknowledged 


the imperial ſovereignty. Whilſt the clement. 


victor facilitated the progreſs of his arms by 
his generoſity and moderation, the Vandal 
diſtributed his treaſures amongſt the petty 
rulers of the Mauritanians, and recalled his 
brother Tzaſon from Sardinia. Thus rein- 
forced, he again ventured in the field. Ano- 
ther defeat, with the death of Tzaſon, and 
the capture of the Vandal and Mooriſh camy, 
with all the ſeverities of a military ſtorm, 


deciſively terminated the Vandal kingdom; 


and Gelimer, after a haſty flight with a few 


followers to the ſtrong town of Medemus, 


O! 
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on the top of the Pappuan Mountain, was 
reduced by a three month's blockade to the 
alternative of periſhing by famine, or of ſur- 
rendering to Pharas, the lieutenant of Beli- 
ſarius. Gelimer choſe the latter; and was 
ſent, bound with golden chains, and accom- 
panied with all his ill-got treaſures, to the 
court of Conſtantinople. Juſtinian heard 
his entreaties, and with his life gave him the 
fortune of a private gentleman; but unable 
to brook captivity, he ſunk under the weight 
of his diſgrace (A. D. 534) before the expi- 
ration of a year. 

On the ſucceſs of Belifarius, the opprefled 
Catholics recovered the eccleſiaſtical domi- 
nion; the laws of perſecution were enforced 
againſt the Arians ; and the difciples of 
Athanaſius executed all the ſeverities of a 
rigorous retaliation. 

The triumph of the Catholics and the 
government of the Greeks were, however, 
repeatedly diſturbed by the ſeditions of the 
imperial troops, by the inſurrections of the 
perſecuted Vandals, and by the attacks of 
the unconquered Pagans of Mauritania; 
till a new inundation of aliers from the Eaſt 
qverwhelmed the diſtracted provinces, and 
at once extinguiſhed the government and the 


religion of the Chriſtians in Africa. 
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The Arabs, whoſe country the armies of 
| Greece and Rome had never darcd to pene- 
trate, began in the-6th century to extend 
their dominions into the Afiatic and African 
provinces of the Greek Empire; and a 
2 legiſlator had been born in Arabia, whoſe 


arms and religion were to cruſh Chriſtianity 


and govern Judaiſm in the native provinces 
of Abraham, of Moſes, and of Jeſus. 
Mahomet was born'at Mecca, in Arabia, 
about the year 579. His parents, Abdallah 
and Emima, were in low circumſtances ; and 
the father dying, left young Mahomet to 
the care of his grandfather Moutaleb, who, 
at his death ſoon after, committed him to the 
protection of his uncle Abutaleb. At four- 
teen years of age, he carried arms in a war 
on the-borders of Syria; and at twenty-five 
entered into the ſervice of a widoiy, named 
Cadigha, who reſided at Mecca, and carried 
on an extenſive trade into Syria, Mahomet 
ſo gained the eſteem of his miſtreſs in the 
capacity of her factor, that ſhe ſoon made 
him her huſband ; and he continued in the 
mercantile occupation till he had attained 
his fortieth year. At this age he poſſeſſed a 
lively eloquence, an air of authority and inſi- 
nuatien, an intrepid reſolution, a habit of 
| | temperance, 


(2168-7 
temperance, anda ſpirit of liberality. Having 
informed himſelf of the ignorance, credulity, 
and enthuſiaſtic diſpoſition of his country- 
men, he found it poſſible for him to obtain 
a prophetic character. He determined to 
root out the religion of his country, which 
conſiſted in a mixed worſhip of the true God 
and of the ſtars ; to deſtroy Judaiſm, which, 
under the conqueſt of Paleſtine and the tri- 
umph of Chriſtianity, ſought an aſylum in 
Arabia; and to check the progreſs of Chriſ- 
tianity itſelf, which had been corrupted and 
diſgraced by the ſictions and animoſities of 
its ſectaries. He profeſſed to bring back 
men to the ſimple worſhip of the One True 
God adored by Abraham, from whom he 
claimed his deſcent. He began by making 
himſelf believed in his own houſe, which was 
perhaps his greateſt difficulty. His wife 
and Alt, the huſband of his daughter Fati- 
ma, were his firſt diſciples. Theſe he took 
to a cave in Mount Hara, near Mecca, 
which he had previouſly frequented, and 
there perſuaded them, that he had on that 
ipot bcen viſited by the angel Gabriel, who 
had greeted him as the apoſtle of God. The 
progreſs of his impoſture was at firſt but 
flow; and four years were ſpent in the 
converſion 
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converſion of nine perſons before he ventured 
to publiſh his divine commiſſion to the peo- 
ple of Mecca. His fellow-citizens were in- 
cenſed againſt him; and his diſciples were 
only fixteen, four of whom were women, 
when he ſent them from Mecca, where they 
were perſecuted, to preach his doctrines in 
Ethiopia. He himſelf, however, remained 
at home, and increaſed his proſelytes to an 
hundred, who followed the former, His 
enemies, however, exceeded the number of 
his friends at Mecca ; and after having been 
perſecuted, and even condemned to die, he 
fled (A. D. 622) to Medina, where his diſ- 
ciples had become confiderably numerous. 
This flight (to which the name of Hegira 
has been given) became the origin of his 
glory, and the æra of the Mahometans. 
At Medina, he gained the inhabitants to his 
ſervice; and began his empire by defeating, 
with only 113 men, the people of Mecca 
who came to attack him with a thouſand. 
His followers conſidered this victory as the 
miraculous work of God, who fought for 
them, as they did for his prophet ; and they 
flattered themſelves with a hope of conquer- 
ing the world. Mahomet took Mecca, and ſaw 
his perſecutorsat his feet. Thus encouraged, 
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he wrote to the king of Perſia, the Greek 
emperor, the governor of Egypt, and the 
kings of Abyſlinia and of a region on the 
Perfic Gulph, with propoſals for their em- 


| bracing his religion; and the two latter 


actually accepted the offer. At the end of 
nine years, by preaching and the ſword, he 
became ſovereign of all Arabia, and found 
himſelf at the head of 40,000 men intoxi- 


cated with enthuſiaſm. He now thought 


himſelf ſtrong enough to. proceed to the 
attack of the Greek and Perfian dominions ; 


and, accordingly took ſome cities of Syria 
belonging to the former : But death pre- 


vented his perſonal conqueſts from extending 
further. He died, at Medina, in the 11th 
year of the Hegira, and in the 632d of the 
Chriſtian æra, aged about 63. 

The Koran, or Alcoran, (the Bible of the 
Mahometans) derives its name from the 
Arabic A Koran, The Reading, or what 
ought to be read. The moſlem, muſſulmen, 
or true believers, maintain, that the Koran 
is of divine original ; that the firſt tranſcript, 
has been from all eternity by God's throne, 
written on a table of vaſt bigneſs ; that a 
copy from this table, in one paper volume, 


was ſent dow in the month of Ramadan to 
| the 


in) 
the loweſt heaven, and from thence delivered 
out to Mahomet by parts, ſome at Mecca, 
and ſome at Medina; though the whole was 
ſhewn to him once a year. While Mahomet 
lived it was kept in looſe ſheets ; but Abu- 
beker, the ſucceeding caliph (both king and 
high - prieſt) collected them into one volume. 
It is divided into chapters and verſes. The 
aim of Mahomet was to unite the Pagans, 
Jews, and Chriſtians in the worſhip of one 
God, and bring them into ſubjection to him- 
ſelf as God's prophet and ambaſſador. Theſe 
are, therefore, the chief points inculcated in 
the Koran. The reſt is taken up by laws and 
directions, and admonitions to virtue and 
reſignation to the divine will. Its ſtyle is 
beautiful and fluent, adorned with bold 
figures and flowery expreſſions, and where 
the majeſty and attributes of God are de- 
ſcribed it is truly ſublime. It is true, that 
contradictions, anachroniſms, falſe philoſo- 
phy, and ridiculous metaphyſics, are plenti- 


fully ſcattered throughout; and this is the 


touchſtone which proves this book, or any 
other, not to be the work of the Divinity; 
for God is neither abſurd nor ignorant; but 
men may aſcribe their erroneous writings or 
compilations to the Deity ; the imans or 
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(12) 
prieſts may labour to palliate theſe errors by 
ſophiſtry, or demand 2n implicit faith ; and 
an ignorant people may adore what they 
ſcarcely have any conception of. 
The chief article of the Mahometan creed 
is, that There is no God but one Ged. The Koran 
ince ſſantly repeats There is no other God but He. 
Your God is the only God. T am God, and there 
is no other God but I. For this reaſon, they 
reckon all thoſe to be infidels and idolaters, 
who own above one perſon in the Divinity. 
One of the firſt leſſons they teach their chil- 
dren is, that God is neither male nor female, and 
conſequently can have no children. 

The ſecond article is, that Mahomet zwas ſent 
from God; the laſt and greateſt prophet that 
God would ever ſend ; that as the Jewiſh reli- 
gion ceaſed at the coming of Jeſus, ſo the 
Chriſtian religion was to ceaſe at the coming 
of Mahomet. They own Moſes and Jeſus 
to have been great prophets, but that Maho- 
met is the Prophet by way of excellence, com- 
miſſioned to purge the Old and New Teſta- 
ment of the corruptions introduced by Jews 
and Chriſtians, and to reſtore the law of God 
to its original purity. 

They call their religion Jam, fignifying 
ſubmiſſion to the will of Goa, or the fate of ſal- 
vation. 
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vmion. They divide it into faith and practice. 
Faith comprehends fix branches, viz. Belief 
in Gcd, in his angels, in his ſcriptures, in his 
prophets, in the reſurtection and judgment, 
and in God's abſolute predeſtination botk. of 
good and evil. 

Practice has four points, viz. prayer and 
its preparatory waſhings, &c. alms-giving, 
faſting, ind the pilgrimage to Mecca. 

> mnt angels to have pure and ſubtil 
bodies of fire; that they are employed in 
writing down the actions of men, carrying the 
throne of God, and other ſervices; that the 
four moſt diſtinguiſhed angels are Gabriel, 
Michael, Azrael (or Death) who ſeparates 
ſouls from bodies, and Iſrafil who will ſound 
the trumpet at the reſurrection ; that two 
angels, who are changed every day, attend on 
every man and write down his actions. They 
call their Devil Eblis, that is Deſpair, and ſay 
he fell for refuſing to pay homage to Adam 
at the command of God. They admit of 
inferior angels good and bad. 

As to ſcripture, they believe that God in 
divers ages gave written revelations. They 
acknowledge the five books of Moſes, the 
Pſalms, and Goſpel to be divine. Mahomet 
appeals in ne Koran to certain prophecies in 

thele 


(-174 | 
"theſe books, concerning himſelf, which he 
pretends the Jews and Chriſtians have ſup- | 
preſled. _ 5 19 
They maintain, that, after death, the 
bodies of thoſe who believe in the unity of 
God and the miſhon of Mahomet; arc 
refreſhed with the air of Paradiſe; otherwiſe 
they are tormented: That the ſouls of the 
former are conveyed to heaven, where pleacs 
are aſſigned them according to merit: That 
thoſe of the wicked are tormented till they 
join their bodies at the reſurrection: That 
ze approach of the reſurrection will be 
known dy theſe ſigns, viz. the ſun's riſing in 
the weſt; a monſtrous beaſt riſing out of the 
earth in the temple of Mecca; a war with 
the Greeks and the taking of Conſtantinople; 
the coming of Anti-Chriſt ; the deſcent of 
Jeſus ; war with the Jews; the eruption of 
Gog and Magog ; a ſmoke filling all the 
earth; an eclipſe of the moon; the Arabs 
again worſhipping idols; the diſcovery of a 
vaſt heap of gold and filver by the going 
back of the river Euphrates ; the demohtion 
of the temple of Mecca by Zthiopians ; the 
ſpeaking of beaſts and inanimate things; the 
breaking out of fire ; the appearance of one 
who ſhall drive men before him with a ſtaff; 
the 


( 175 ) | 
the coming of the Mhodi, or director, a per- 


ſon of the family of Mahomet, to govern the 


| Arabians, and fill the world with righteouſ- 
neſs; and a wind that ſhall ſweep away the 
ſouls of thoſe that have but a grain of faith. 
But the immediate fign of the reſurrection 
w1ll be the ſound of the trumpet three times. 


The Koran ſays in one place, the day of 


judgment will lat a thouſand, in another 
fifty thouſand; years. The reſurrection will 
extend to angels, genii, men, and brutes, 
who will all receive retribution. To each 
will be delivered a book wherein is recorded 
all his actions, which are to be weighed in a 
balance. After examination, a part of the 
good works of him who has done an injury 
is to be taken off, and added to thoſe of the 
injured. Brutes will be changed into duſt; 
believing genii will have a place near Para- 
diſe; the unbelieving will ſuffer eternally in 
hell with human infidels. The good and 
bad are conducted to a bridge, called Alſirat, 
laid over the middle of hell, narrower and 

ſharper than the edge of a ſword, yet beſet 
with briars; over which Mahomet and his 
true moſlems will paſs like a wind ; whilft 
the wicked, being left in darkneſs, and en- 
tangled amongſt the thorns, will miſs their 
footing, 
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footing, and tumble headlong into hell; 
which has ſeven different apartments, adapted 
to different degrees of ſinners, who will ſuffer 
the exceſs both of heat and cold. Infidels 
will ſuffer eternally; but the moſlems, after 
expiating their crimes, will be delivered. 
Hell and Paradiſe are ſeparated by a wall ſo 
narrow, that the bleſſed and damned may 
_ converſe together. The righteous, after paſ- 
fing the bridge, are refreſhed by drinking at 
the pond of the prophet, and then enter 
Paradiſe, ſituated in the ſeventh heaven, next 
the throne of God ; where they are clothed 
in filk, refreſhed with delicious fruits, water, 
wine, milk, and honey, and delighted with 
mufic and the company of moſt beautiful 
girls. Both ſexes are puniſhed or rewarded 
according to their deeds, and poſleſs perpe- 
tual youth. 

Their doctrine of oredefiingrien is, that 
every minute particular which happens, even 
faith and infidelity, and conſequently eternal 
happineſs and miſery, have been unavoidably 
fixed by God from all eternity. 

As to the four points of religious practice, 
prayer 1s to be uſed five times a day, at ſtated 
hours, turning the face towards the temple 
of — to which they are directed by a 
niche 


E 
niche in their moſques: The ſoul of prayer 
(ſay they) conſiſts in ſincerity of heart, and 
muſt not be made in gay apparel or in the 
preſence of women; and without cleanlineſs 


God will not hear it. Almſgiving is fre- 
-quently inculcared in the Koran. Faſting is 
called the gate of religion, and is expreſſſy 
required in the month of Ramadan. 
pilgrimage to Mecca is ſo neceſſary, that, 
according to a tradition, he who dies with- 
out petforming it may as well die a Jew or a 
Chriſtian. 

Befides this, the fitioinctans are to 
abſtain from wine, gaming, uſury, divining 
by arrows, eating blood and ſwine's fleſh, and 
whatever dies of itſelf or is killed by accident. 
They are allowed no more than four women 
whether wives or concubines ; but Mahomet 
himſelf was permitted to take as many as he 
pleaſed ; and his example has been more fol- 
lowed than his doctrine by the princes of his 
profeſſion. Divorces are allowed ; fornica- 
tion and adultery are condemned. The day 
of the week appointed for public worſhip is 
Friday. Circumciſion is not looked on as 
eſſential to ſalvation, and is generally omit- 
ted till the age of ſeven or eight years. 
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(1780) 
The moſlems dare not touch the Koran 
without being firſt waſhed; in token of 
reſpect, they never hold it below the girdle; 
they ſwear by it, adorn it with jewels, carry 
it to war, write ſentences from it on their 
banners, and will not allow any one of a 
different religion to poſſeſs it. 

Beſides the Wk they have a book called 
the Sonna, which contains their traditians ; 
and this has divided them into two ſefts, one 
allowing and the other denying the utility of 
this book. The Koraniſts (like the Jewiſh 
Textuaries and Chriſtian Bibliſts) are the 

enemies of philoſophers, metaphyſicians, and 
ſcholaſtic writers; with them the Koran is 
every thing. The: Perſians are Koraniſts ; 
the Turks and Moors are Sonnites. 

The Mahometans a have ſcholaſtic r 
built on reaſon, as wellas the poſitive one con- 
rained in the Koran. They have their caſuiſts 

and a kind of canon law; alſo benificiaries, 
chaplains, canons, and almoners. A chapter 
of the Koran is read daily in their moſques. 
The hatib of the moſque is what we call 
the parſon of the pariſh ; the cheycs are the 
preachers, who take a text from the Koran. 

It has been reckoned, that (dividing the 

known world into 30 parts) 18 of them are 
Pagan, 
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Pagan, 6 Mahometan, 5 Chriſtian, and 1 
Jewiſh. | 

Mahomet had named Ali as his ſucceſſor, 
but Abubeker, the father of the prophet's 
third wife (for he had twelve wives and eleven 
concubines) got himſelf elected and ſup- 
ported in- the caliphate by the army. He 
extended the Arab conqueſts into Syria, and 
died (A. D. 634) on the day Damaſcus was 
taken. 24-398 

Omar, his ſacceſſor, took Jeruſalem, drove 
the Greeks from Paleſtine, Syria, Egypt, and 

Tripoli, ſubducd Perſia, and (A. D. 645) 
died by the dagger of an aſſaſfin. 

Othman, the 4th caliph, aftcr ſubduing 

Cyprus, Rhodes, part of Armenia, and all 
Barbary from. Tripoli to Tangier, was killed 
(A. D. 655) by his rebellious ſubjects. 

From this time the Chriſtians in Africa 
became ſubject to the Arabs or Saracens; and 
Mahometaniſm was there eſtabliſhed on the 
ruins of their religion. Nor were the con- 
queſts of Mahomet's diſciples thus ended: 
From the death of Othman to the year 910, 
notwithſtanding the great effuſion of blood 
in their civil conteſts for the ſucceſſion to 
the caliphate, and the irruptions of the 
Turks, who began during this time to ſpread 

2 2 themſelves, 
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( 180, ) 


themſelves beyond their native foil on the 
borders of Mount Caucaſus and the Caſpian 
Sea; notwithſtanding theſe diſtractions, the 
caliphs carried their invaſions into every 
part of Chriſtendom fituated on the Medi- 
terranean. They ravaged Afia Minor, took 
the iſles of Crete, Sicily, Sardinia, and Cor- 
ſica ; repeatedly attacked Conſtantinople ; 
conquered and erected a Mahometan king- 
dom in Spain; croſſed the Pyrenees, plun- 
dered the neighbouring parts of France, and 
took the city of Narbonne ; ranſacked the. 
ſouthern provinces of Italy, took and de- 
ſtroyed Capua, Centumcelle, and Oſtium the, 
port 0: Rome, and even pillaged the ſuburbs 
of Rome itſelf. At the commencement of 
the th century, however, the empire of the 
caliphs began to decline; and, after being 
torn in pieces by its own diſſentions, fell 
ſucceſſively into the hands of the Turks, 
and Tartars, till it became divided, as it now 
is, between the Ottoman Turks, the Sophi's 
of Perſia; and the ſtates of Barbary ; and the 
Mahometan caliph, like the Chriftian pope, 
is now-reduced from the ſummit. of civil and 
eccleſiaſtical deſpotiſm to (what he ought to 
be) the mufti or archbiſhop of his peculiar 
province, and the petty prince of his own, 
patrimony. 


| (2m 
At the end of the 8th century, Ibrahim 
Aglab, governor of the weſtern provinces of 
Africa, revolted againſt the caliph Harun 
Al Raſchid, and erected an, independent 
kingdom, which contained the territories, 
now called Tunis, Algiers, and Morocco. 
Sicily was, afterwards added to theſe domi- 
nions, which continued under the Aglabites, 
till the year 910. 

About: the time of Aglab's revolt, the 
deſcendants of Edris, of the race of Ali, 
threw off the caliph's government, and 
founded the kingdom of Fez. They kept 
court at Fez, Tangier, and Ceuta. 

In the year 910, Obeidallah (founding his 
pretenſions on a traditional prophecy, that at 
the end f 300 years (from the Hegira) the 
ſun would riſe:in the weſt) ſet up for a ſecond 
prophet, and taking the ſurname Al Mohedi, 
that is, Director of the faithful, founded a new 
_ caliphate in Africa Propria. He made 
Kairwan (a city which. the Arabs had built 
under the caliph Omar I. about 30 mites 
ſouth of Carthage) his capital; and extended, 
his dominions by conquciing the Aglabites 
and Edriſſites, and for a ſhort time ſubjected 
Egypt. He had laid the foundation of a 
new city near Kairwan, which he intended to 
make 


( 182 ) 
make his capital, and gave it the name of 
Mohedia ; but died before its completion. 

In 933, he was ſucceeded by his ſon Al 
Kayem, who finiſhed the new city. The 
end of this caliph's reign was embittered by 
the rebellion of his miniſter Yezid, who be- 
fieged him ſeven months in his new capital, 
where he ended his life during the blockade, 
in the 12th year of his rcign. 

He was ſucceeded, in 945, by his ſon Iſ- 
mael, ſurnam d Al Manſur, or the Conqueror. 
This caliph ſuppreſſed the rebels, and taking 
Yezid priſoner, put him into a dungeon, in- 
tending to inflict a moſt exemplary puniſh- 
ment upon him. The captive dying in his 
priſon, Al Manſur had his body flayed, and 
expoled the ſtuffed ſkin to public view. 

His ſon Al Moezz acceeded to the caliphate 
in 952, carried on a vigorous war againft the 
Mahometans in Spain, took Sardinia, and 
conquering Egypt, removed the feat of 
government to Cairo. 

Several wandering tribes of Saracens had 
removed from Arabia about the time .of 
the extinction of the Vandal monarchy, and 
bad diſperſed themſelves quite acroſs the in- 
terior parts of Africa from the Red Sea to 
the Atlantic. They dwelt in tents, and roving 

from 


( 1897) 


from place to place along the borders of 


Mount Atlas and the Delert of Zara, they 
ſubſiſted by the paſturage of cattle and the 
plunder of villages. 

On the removal of the government from. 
Mohedia to Cairo, ſeveral tribes of theſe 
Saracens deſcended from Mount Atlas to the 
ſhores of the Mediterranean, and poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the moſt fertile lands, which 
they ſecured by fortreſſes, and reduced me 

natives to abject flavery. | 

After this deſcent: of the Saracers to the 
coaſts, (now Tripoli, Tunis, and Algiers) 
the Zinhaghi, Muzamadini, Zeneti, Gome- 
ri, and Hoares, who had been oppreſſed by 
them in the inland provinces, recovered their 
liberty; and branches of the Muzamadini 
Gomeri, and Zeneti ſettled in the Weſtern 
Mauritania. Some of the Zeneti, called 
Mcquinezes, erected a kingdom, and ſub- 
dued the Fezians. The Mequinezes were 
in their turn vanquiſhed by another branch 
of the Zeneti, the Magoroans of Numidia; 
and theſe again by Abu Texifien. 

About the year 1076, Texifien, a chick 
marabout, or prieſt, of the Zinhagian tribe, 
diſperſed his inferior marabouts throughout 
the Provinces which had been ſubjected by 
Arabian 
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Arabian or Saracen cheyks, to preach againſt 
their tyranny, and excitethe oppreſſed natives 
to ſhake off their yoke. The Africans had 
by this time received the religion of their 
conquerors, and Texifien took upon himſelf 
the character of a prophet militant, with the 
title of Emir Mumenin, or Emperor of the faith. 
ful. Numbers of malecontents flocked to his 
ſtandard in Numidia; and having officered 
his army with prieſts (from which this family 
of princes got the name Al Marabouts) he 
marched againſt the Arabs in Mauritania 
Tingitana, and reduced great patt of that 


province. 


Texifien was ſacceeded by his fon Yuſef, 
who laid the foundation of the city of Moroc- 
co, conquered all the cbaſt of Africa from 
Egypt to Guinea, and (in 1099) failed into 
Spain to affiſt the Mahometans againſt the 
Chriſtians, whom he repulſed, and made 
confiderable conqueſts there for himſelf. 

In 1110, he was ſucceeded by his ſon Ali, 
who loſt confiderable ground in Spain, and 
was himſelf there defeated and flain by Al- 
Phonſo, king of Arragon. 

In 1115, Al Brahera ſucceeded his father 


Ali. He hatcd martial exploits, and pave 


himſelf up to luxury. In the 24th year of 
| * | | his 


( 185 ) 
his reign, Abdallah, a famous prieſt of the 
of the Muzamadini tribe, took upon himſelf 
the ſame character and title of a reformer as 
"Texifien had done before him, and with 


equal ſucceſs. Al Brahem, after repeated 
defeats, was blocked up in the ſea-port of 
Oran by Abdalmumen, the uſurper's gene- 
ral ; and attempted to eſcape by night with 
2 favourite wife behind him on horſeback ; 
but ſecing no poſſibility of getting thro” the 
_ enemy's troops, he clapped ſpurs to his 
horſe, and hurried him headlong over the 
rock, where all three were daſhed to pieces. 
The general cauſed Al Brahem's head to be 
cut off, and carried it to the city of Morocco. 
On his arrival there he found Abdallah dead; 
and was himſelf elected to fill the vacant 
throne of his maſter. 
Abdalmumen was the ſon of a potter, and 
had entered into the ſervice of Abdallah, 


who entertained ſuch an opinion of his ta- 


lents, that he raifed him to be one of his 
principal officers and miniſters; and his abi- 
lities were not over- rated. On his being 


elected to the throne, he endeavoured to 


efface his mean extract by giving out that 
he was a deſcendant of Mahomet. Al Brg- 
ham left a ſon, named Ifaac, under the care 
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of guardians who cauſed bim (in 1149) to 
be proclaimed king; and the citizens of 
Morocco took arms to ſupport him againſt 
the pretenſions of Abdalmumen. Phe city _ 
of Morocco was taken by ſtorm, and Abdal- 
mumen ſtrangled young Ifaac with his own 
hand, extirpated all remaining ue of the 
Marabout kings, maſſacred all the citizens 
and ſoldiers who: had oppoſed him, and le- 
yelled the principal buildings. of the city 
with the ground; ſo that the firſt year of 
his reign was a continual: ſcene of blood. 
While this was tranſacted, the Arabs, who 
had ſhekercd themſelves from the fury of 
Texiſien and his ſucceſſors, by hiding 
themſelves in the receſſes of Mount Atlas, 
obſerved the unſettled fate of affairs, and 
ſeized on the diſtricts of Tunis and Treme- 
ſen ; and the ſeveral provinces of Barca, 
Tripoli, Kairwan, and Bugia ſer W their 
reſpective ſovereigns. | 
In the mean time, the Abbes in 
Spain were diftrefled by the Chriſtians under 
Alphonſo, and applied to Abdalmumen for 
aid. The ſtate of African affairs permitted 
him to ſend but 30,000 men. Theſe, how- 
ever, retrieved the condition of his allies ; 
and in the courſe of a few years, by pro- 
miſes 


„ 
auiſes and compulſion, he recovered all his 
African territories, except that of the Arabs 
in Tunis. He likewiſe diſpoſſeſſed the 
Chriſtians of the city of Mohedia, which 

they had taken and held from the tune © of 
Al Braham. 

His warlike ſon Yuſef ſucceeded him in 
1156, and after eſtabliſhing two new ſove- 
reigns, his vaſſals, in Tunis and Bugia, he 
embarked for Spain, to attack the Chriſtians 
at the head of the largeſt army that had ever 
croſled the Streight of Gibraltar, conſiſting 
of 60, odo horſe and 100,000 foot. His 
ſucceſs, however, did not anſwer expecta- 
tion; and at the end of eight years, he re- 
turned to ſuppreſs a rebellion in Fremeſen ; 
after which he led to Spain a more numerous 
army than the firſt, A cruſade was formed 
againſt him at the inſtance of the pope; but 
before this Chriſtian force could attack him, 
he was flair by an arrow whilſt he was be- 
ſieging Santarino in Portugal; and his nu- 
meroùs army returned to Africa. 

Yuſef was ſucceeded by his fon Yacob, 

who found his African dominions in great 
confufion. However, having reſtored peace 
ut home by reducing the tributary prinecs 
"M ws: Tunis, and Tremeſen te their 
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former obedience, and diſtributing the un- 
Truly Arabs throughout the provinces in 
ſmall manageable parties, he proclaimed a 
general gazie, or religious war, againſt the 
Chriſtians of Spain. The muſſulmen, who 
conſidered death in ſuch a cauſe as a ſure 
road to heaven, flew to his ſtandard, and he 


entered Spain with an army of 300,000 foot 
and 100,000 horſe, and (in 1195) gave the 


Chriſtians a ſignal defeat, which obliged 
Alphonſo to ſue for peace. During his 
three years abſence on this expedition, the 
governor of the city of Morocco had afſumed 
the authority of a king ; and was not ſub- 
dued till Yacob had beſieged him a whole 
year in his capital; when the uſurper being 
driven into the citadel, and on the point of 
ſtarving, ſent out a prieſt to ſue for pardon. 
Yacob ſecmingly granted it; but on the 
ſurrender, he ordered every priſoner to be 
beheaded. After having thus conquered all 


his enemies domeſtic and foreign, and ob- 


tained the ſurname Al Manſur, or the Conque- 
ror, (in 1206) he ſuddenly diſappeared, and 
was never ſeen by his ſubjects after. Some 
report, that he was ſo ſtruck with remorſe 
at the perfidious butchery he had committed 


on the above priſoners, that he reſolved 


never 


( | 
never more to wear the crown; and accord- 
ingly wandered about in a private capacity, 
and died a poor baker at Alexandria. 
_ His ſubjects imagining him gone on 'a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, after waiting a whole 
year, ſet his ſon Mahomet on the throne, 
under the guardianſhip of an uncle. During 
this prince's minority, Alphonſo broke the 
truce, and retook ſeveral placcs in Spain. 
When Mahomet was grown up, he led the 


largeſt army into Spain that had ever been 


tranſported thither ; but the Chriſtians, hav- 
ing proclaimed a cruſade, were prepared for 
his reception ; and in 1210, he was totally 
defeated, and died ſoon after. | 

Mahomet left ſeveral ſons, whoſe bloody 
conteſts gave the tributary princes of Fez, 
Tunis, and Tremeſen, an opportunity to 
throw off their yoke ; and they have ever 
ſince been independent of the Moors. 

Abdallah, king of Fez, ſoon after made 
himſelf maſter of Morocco, and entailed 
the two crowns on his deſcendants, whole 
family name was the Benizeveni, or Beni- 
merini. Theſe held the united kingdoms 
till- 1420, when they were depoſed by the 
tamily of Oatazes. 
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During the ill- conducted government of 
the Oatazes, which continued to the begin- 
ning of the 16th century, Manuel, king of 
Portugal, carried on a very ſuoceſsful war 
againſt the Moors in their own country, and 
took their principal ſea· ports of Ceuta, Tan- 
gier, Arzila, Alcaſſarzeguer, Azamor, Ma- 
zagan, Saaffi, Cape Aguen, and the caſtle 
of Erguen, in all which he kept ſtrong gar- 
riions. Beſides his Chriſtian trodps, he had 
16,000 horſe and near 260,000 foot, which 

were com poſcd of the free wandering Arabs 
and native Berberes of Africa, both of which 
had a rooted hatred to the Mooriſh monarchs, 
who always ſtrove to enſlave them. 

Whilſt the Moors were thus harraſfed by 
the Pottugueſe, Haſſan, an old prieſt, who 
pre tended t6 be of the face of the xeriffs 
(deſcendants of Mahomet) having 6btsined 
the reputation of great wiſdom arid fan@iry, 
gave out that he and his thre e ſons had been 
favoured with divine viſions and revelarions. 
Famet and Mahomet, the two yeungeſt, 


ingratiated themſelves with the king Ma- 
homet Oataz, who kept his court at Fez, 
and obtained the government of ſeveral pto- 
vinces. Pretending great zeal fot the Ma- 
— religion, they raiſed an army to 
drive 


drive the Portugueſe Chriſtians from the 
Mooriſh empire; and having gained the 


affections of the people by ſame ſucceſs in 
their enterpriſes, (in 1516) Mahomet took 


upon himſelf the title of Prince of Hea; 


and Hamet, having poiſoned the viceroy | 
of Morocco, ſeized upon the territory com- 


mitted to his charge. The king was com- 
plimented with preſents and promiſes of 
future tribute by the uſurpers ; and contrary 
to advice.confirmed to them the poſſeſſions 
they had made themſelves maſters of, The 
xeriffs, however, ſent him no more tokens of 


fealty than ſuited their inclinations ; -and . 


the king, ſeeing his error too late, ſoon 
died of a broken heart. 

He was ſnceeeded by his ſon Hamet Oataz, 
who. prockimed his weakneſs by ſending the 
xeriff Hamet word that a ſmall tribute would 
content him; and the uſurper replied, that 
being deſcended from the Great Prophet, 
it was unlawful for him to pay tribute to 
any prince whatever. The maſk being thus 
thrown off, Oataz made ſeveral unſuceſsfut 
attempts to recover his dominions. In the 
mean time the two xeriffs had diſagreed, 
and Hamet fell into the hands of his 
* who, after ſome reproaches and 
expoſtulations, 
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expoſtulations, gave him his life and the 
province of Taffilet. Mahomet then invaded 
the territories of the Fezian monarch, who 
- marching to oppoſe him was taken priſo- 
ner; but purchaſed his freedom by the 
reſignation of Mequinez. Mahomet having 
taken poſſeſſion of that place, immediately 
laid ſiege to the cities of Old and New Fez ; 
and after two years blockade, the Old Town 


was treacheroufly delivered up; on which 


Oataz, who reſided in New Fez, refigned 
that city and his crown, on condition of re- 
ceiving a penſion from the xeriff Mahomet, 


who ſent him to live in obſcurity at the city 


of Morocco, and completed his triumph by 
publicly marrying the captive daughter. 
The xeriff Hamet having ſent ſuccours to 
the befieged Fezians, Mahomet baniſhed him 
to the deſert of Zara; and having now ex- 
pelled the Portugueſe from. Aguer, Saaffi, 


Arzila, Azamor, and Alcaſſarzeguer, broken 


oft the Berberes and Arabs from theiralliance, 
apd poſſeſſed himſelf of the empire, he com- 
menced a war on the territories of his Alge- 
rine neighbours. The city of Tremeſen was 
ſurpriſed by his ſons Harran, Abdalcader, 
and Abdallah; but here ended Mahomet's 
ſucceſsſul career. His eldeſt ſon Hartan, on 


a haſty 


| 0 970 
a haſty march, to ſurpriſe the town of Oran, 
fell fick, and died on his return to Fez. Ab- 
dalrahman, another ſon, ordered with a rein- 
forcement to Tremeſen, being on ill terms 


with his half-brother Abdallah, ſuffered him 


to be cut to pieces in battle by the Algerines. 
This perfidy was revenged in the poiſoning 
of Abdalrahman by order of his father Ma- 
homet, whoſe temper was ſo ſoured by theſe 
croſs events, that he cauſed the captive king 
of Fez and his ſon to ſtrangled. 

Buhanzon, formerly miniſter of the mur 
dered monarch, who had hith=rto ſheltered 
himſelf with the Portugueſe, now joined the 
Algerines, expelle Mahomet from Fez and 
Mequinez, and took the crown of theſe pro- 


vinces ; but his elevation was of little conti- 


nuance, he being ſoon after ſlain in battle. 
Hamet had in the mean time iffued from 
the place of his exile, and taken the city of 
Taffilet. There Mahomet once more made 
him priſoner ; and confined him and his fa- 
mily in areligious college at Morocco. 

The Algerines deſpairing of ſubduing the 
Moorith xeriff by arms, hired a Turk to 
aſſaſſinate him. This villain, pretending to 
have deſerted the Algerines through ill uſage, 
applied to Mahomet, and obtained a commiſ- 
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ſion in his guards. Soon after, his ſoldiers. 
ſhewing a diſpoſition to mutiny on account of 
arrears, he propoſed the aſſaſſination of the 
king, a ſeizure of the royal treaſure, and 
an eſcape to the Algerines. Accordingly, as 
 Mahomet fat one evening before his tent, 
the conſpirators advanced, as. if to pay their 
reſpe&s.; but ſome too-haſtily drawing their 
ſcymetars, Mahomet ſuſpected their il} 
deſigns, and.attempted to fly. Unfortunately 
he fell on his face, and the traitors inſtantly 
diſpatched him, ſeized his treaſures, wives, 
&c. and took a eircuitous road for Tremeſen - 
but they were ſoon overtaken and cut to 
pieces. 

On the xeriff's aſſaſſination, Budchar, 
governor of Morocco, cauſed Hamet, his. 
ſons, and grandſons, to be murdered. This 
cruelty was ſoon revenged. Abdallah, the 
fon of Mahomet, aſcended the throne (in 
1557) on the death of his father; and being 
fick, his ſiſter Meriam, mother of two. of the 
murdered grandſons of Hamet, communi- 
cated to Abdallah her ſuſpicions that Budchar 
intended to oppole the ſucceſſion of his ſon. 
To prove this, ſhe ſent for Budchar, who, on, 
entering the royal apartment, ſaw the body 
of the king covered with a cloth; and was 
inſormed. 


( 199 ) 

informed by Meriam that he was dead. 
Budchar unreſervedly told her, Abdallih's 
ion was too young to take the government; 
and that he was determined to ſupport the 
ſucccſhon of Abdalcader, the deceaſed's bro- 
ther. On hearing this, Abdallah threw off 
his covering, and ſhook his cane at Budchar, 
who flew from his preſence, diſguiſed him- 
ſelf in women's clothes, and left the city; 
but being ſoon brought back, Abdallah or- 
dered his head to be cut off on the ſpot. 

Abdallah, having ſecured his throne from 
any attempt of his brother or foreign enemies, 

gave himſelf up to drinking and debauchery. 
He was daily intoxicated, forcibly debauched 
his own ſiſter Meriam, beheaded his ne- 
phew merely becauſe he was a favaurite 
of the people, exerciſed the greateſt tyranny 
on his miniſters and ſubjects, and died 
univerſally hated in 1574. 

He was ſuccceded by Muley Mahomet, 
ſurnamed tbe Negro, becauſe born of a negro 
woman. On his acceſhon, thts prince be- 
headed two of his brothers and impriſoned a 
third ; being dethroned by his uncle Muley 
Moluch, he fled to Sebaſtian, king of Por- 
tugal ; and returned to Morocco with that 
monarch, in 1578, in hope of recovering 
is throne ; but they were beth ſlain at the 
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battle of Alcaſſar. Muley Moluch, being ſick, 
for ſome time commanded at this battle on 
horſeback. But his ſtrength failing, he ex- 
pired as ſoon as he was ſeated in his litter. 
Muley Hamet was cboſen to ſucceed his 
brother immediately after the battle. This 
prince conquered the kingdoms of Gago and 
Tombut ; and died in 1603, vniverſally re- 
ſpected tor his learning and pacitic temper. 
Within fix weeks after his death, four of 
his ſons were proclaimed kings; and the 
empire was a ſcene of blood till the ſword of 
Sidan, the youngeſt, won him the ſole poſ- 
ſeſhon of the government. The Arabs 
(whom Mahomet the firſt xeriff had made 
tributary) continually diſturbed his reign, 
and once drove him from the city of Mo- 
rocco. The piratical inhabitants of Sallee 
often plundered the inland provinces, till he 
_ ruined them by the aſſiſtance of ſome ſhipping 
he obtained from Charles I. of England, to 
whom he preſented 300 Chriſtian ſlaves in 
return. 

His ſon Abdalmelech ſucceeded him in 
1630, and ordered ſo ſtrict a mourning for 
his father, that the Moors had their very 
ſhirts dyed blue, that being their colour for 
ir. Chriſtian renegadoes were great objects 


of 


. 

ef his favour; and he threw thoſe who 
would not turn Mahometans to his lions, 
and ſometimes cut them to pieces with his 
own ſcymetar. The French ambaſſador at 
Conſtantinople ſent a ſharp remonſtrance to 
Abdalmelech on this ſubject; on which rhe 
tyrant {wore he would kill the firſt ambaſſa- 
der of that nation who ſhould ſet foot jn his 

dominions. Monſ. San ſon came thither ſoon 
after in that capacity, but being luckily in- 
formed of the king's threat by a French re- 
negado, he took the character of a private 
merchant only, and thus eſcaped the hands 
of the executioner, who waited in the next 
room to diſpatch him. The drunkenneſs, 
debauchery, and cruelty of Abdalmelech ren- 
dered him univerſally odious; and in the 
fourth year of his reign, a Chriſtian ſlave, 
whom he intended to have caſtrated, finding 
him aſleep in his tent, ſhot him dead with 
a piſtol. 

Muley Elwaly, his brother, whoſe eyes 
the tyrant had juſt ordered to be put out, 
was unexpectedly taken from his priſon to 
aſcend the throne. The temper of this 
prince was the reverſe of Abdalmelech's. 
He releaſed the ſtate priſoners, inereaſed 


the ſoldiers pay, exchanged his Chriſtian 
captives 


5 
captives as priſoners of war, and died in the 
12th year of his reign univerſally lamented. 

He was ſucceeded by Muley Hamet 
Cheyk, who {carcely ever left his ſeraglio, 
but let a few rapacious miniſters govern 
the realm, which gave the Arabs an op- 
portunity of taking the city of Morocco, 
and putting him to death. 
Crumel Hack, an Arab, ſucceeded for a few 
years; and after him, Muley Xeriff, who was 
taken  prifoner by Omar, prince of Illech, 
and during his captivity had two ſons by a 
negro woman. Muley Archy, the eldeſt, 
fa-ceeded to the throne of Taffilet ; and on 
his deceaſe, two of his nephews divided the 
empire of Morocco between them. 

Muley Iſmael, the youngeſt ſon of Muley 
Xeriff by the negro, dethroned theſe princes, 
and began his reign over the whole empire in 
1672. Notwithſtanding his great cruelty 
and avarice, he was a ſtrict obſerver of reli- 
gious rites; he never drank wine or ſtrong 
liquor, kept the Ramadan four whole months 
with exceſſive abſtinence, {ſcrupulouſly ob- 
ſerved the appointed waſhings and prayers, 
and never did any buſineſs of conſequence, 
without firſt praying for the direction of 
God and the Prophet. 


(20 

In the adminiſtration of juſlice, he was 
generally eaſy of acceſs, but often wild and 
extravagant. For inſtance : A poor farmer 
complained that ſome of the king's negroes 
had ſtolen two oxen from him; and the negro 
guard being drawn up, he ſhot every one the 
farmer accuſed. Then aſking him what re- 
compence he could make for the loſs of ſo 
many ſtout negroes, and the poor man not 
knowing what to anſwer, he ſhot him thro* 
the head alſo. | | 

He choſe Mequinez for his reſidence, and 
adorned it with many fine buildings, which 
he oft pulled down and rebuilt in fituations 
more agreeable to his fancy. This, ſaid he, zs 
to keep my people employed; for if 1 have a bag 
of rats, I muſt keep them in motion, or they will 
eat their way out. And indeed he treated his 
ſubjects juſt like ſo many vermin. He would 
{hoot or behead them, juſt to-ſhew his dexte- 
rity ; and tho” continually levying new taxes, 
he would neither pay or provide for his 
houſhold or ſoldiery. When his army ap- 
plied for an allowance on an expedition 
againſt the city of Morocco, which his ſon 


Mahomet had ſeized. Do you ſee, ſaid he, 


any of my mules or camels aſk for a maintenante ? 
Go, then, where Ibid yon; take victuals where 
vou 


( 264 ) 
hou can find them; and don't trouble me about 
it. When complaint of fraud or theft was 
made, he generally ordered reſtitution, not 
to the plaintiff, but to himſelf ; and if the 
accuſed was in good circumitances, he ſen- 
tenced him to a heavy puniſhment, that he 
might buy it off at a good price. The bare 
ſuſpicion of being rich coſt the lives of 
numbers of his ſubjects, which was always 
followed by confiſcation of their property. 
He kept a ſeraglio at Taffilet for the recep- 
tion of his caſt-off wives and concubines, 
when he choſe to refurniſh his new one at 
Mequinez. He had no leſs then 3000 of the 
former and 5000 of the latter, who were 
often put to death for the leaſt offence or 
diſpleaſing action. And notwithſtanding he 
was hated by all his ſubjects, he reigned for 
the long ſpace of 55 years without any con- 
ſiderable moleſtation, except from his own 
ſon Mahomer. 

This prince was born of a beautiful Geor- 
glan ſlave, a Chriſtian; and was the only 
child that had a royal education. Ajaka, a 
negro wife, who had great influence over 
the king, could not brook this preference of 
Mahomet to her ſon Sidan ; and ſhe reſolved 
on the deſtruction of the favourite and his 
mother. 
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mother. The laſt ſhe ſoon removed by an 


accuſation of infidelity : but Iſmael diſco- 
vering the falſhood, favoured Mahomet more 
than ever, and to place him out of Ajaka's 
reach, ſent him to govern the old ſeraglio 
at Taffilet. Here Mahomet had a conteſt 
with his brother Maimon, governor of the 
city, about precedence, and many of their 
followers were killed; whereupon both were 
ordered to be broughtto Mequinez in chains. 

Their father having heard their pleas, 
diſgraced Maimon, who ſaid nothing vexed 
him ſo much as to be overcome by the 
Chriſtian Mahomet. Upon this Iſmael bid 
them try which was the beſt man with ſcy- 
metars. Theſe, however, at the requeſt of 
the attendants, were exchanged for cudgels; 
with which the brothers ſoon covered Each 
other with blood. The father then bid 
them, defiſt; but Mahomet continuing his 
blows, he took Maimon's cudgel and ſtruck 
him. Mahomet then ſeized Maimon and 
threw him on the ground; on which Iſmael 
was about to pierce him with his ſpear ; but 
checking himſelf, he upbraided him with 
his Chriſtian blood, and bid him go eat 
fwinc's fleſh. Iſmael, however, ſoon loſt his 
refentmenr ; and Mahomet lived very hap- 


Ce pily 
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pily for five years after with his beloved: 
brother Muley Xeriff, at Montigara. At 
the end of that time, he was ſent againſt the 
governor of Taradunt; and obtained great 
favour by ſubduing that rebel. Ajaka now 
ſuſpected Mahomer was deſigned to ſucceed 
his father, and reſolved to ruin him at all 
events. The king being gone to attack the 
Algerine territorics, ſhe. ſent Mahomet a 
_ counterfeit order to behead an old Arabian: 
cheyk, a great favourite of Iſmael. This 
was done, and an expreſs brought news of 
the execution juſt as Iſmael returned to Me- 
quinez. Mahomet was ordered to appear; 
he did ſo, and produced the forged inſtru- 
ment; upon fight of which the king rode 
haſtily to his palace, and all expected the 
immediate death of Ajaka; but ſhe found 
means to appeaſe the angry monarch. 
Mahomet, convinced of Ajaka's deſigns, 
and her influence over his father, as he was 
returning to Taradunt, ſeized a royal cara- 
van that was on its journey from Guinea to 
Mequinez; and wrote letters to Iſmael and 
Ajaka filled with ſuch reproaches as plainly 
proved his revolt. Mahomet plundered the 
city of Morocco. Melech its governor, 
and Bauchafra a relation of Ajaka, were 
| made 


1 


made priſoners, and pretended to ſide with the 
conqneror. Mahomet, intercepted letters, 
which he produced in council, proving 
Bouchafra's plotting to deliver him into the 
Hands of his father; and as he ſulpected 
Melech of ſimilar defigns, ! he made him in- 
ſtantly cut off Bouchafra's head beſore the 


counch. 
Sidan, the ſon of Ajaka, was ſent by I. 


mael againft Mahomet; and during : an en- 
gagement Melech ſuff; tering his diviſion to 
be ſurrounded, Mahomet was forced to fly. 
Tho' this victory was owing to Malech's 
abandoning Mahomet, and Sidan interceded 
for his pardon, yet Ajaka was reſolved on 
his deſtruction for behcading her relation 
Bouchafra. At her inſtigation, his relations 
were detained at Mequinez in hope of obtain- 
ing his pardon; and were one day ranged 
on one ſide of the ſtreet, whilſt the relations 
of Ajaka and Bouchafra were placed on the 
other. Between theſe Melech was led by 
ſix negroes, and placed on a mule which 
conveyed him to the market-place ; where 
he was ſtripped, and faſtened to a plank. 
The ſawyers were about to begin their work 
at his ſcull; but Bouchafra's children, to 
whom Iſmael had committed the direction 

S 7. 
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of the matter, ordered them to begin at the 
other end; and when they had proceeded 
as far as his navel, they were ordered to 
draw the ſaw, and begin at the head; which 
they did, and continued their work till they 
had divided the body in two parts. 

Sidan, having ineffectually beſiged Tara- 
dunt, drew off his forces to Morocco. But 
as Mahomet was one day returning from 
his camp to the city of Taradunt, he was 
ſeized by a party of negroes who had lain 1 in 
ambuſh for the purpoſe. The king on re- 
ceiving news of his being taken and on his 
way to Mequinez, ſet out to meet him with 
2000 horſe and 1000 foot. The cavalcade 
was preceded by 40 Chriſtian flaves, who 
carried a large copper containing a hundred 
weight of pitch and a hundred weight of 
tallow ; fix butchers followed with large 
knives, and then a cart laden with wood. 
On the meeting of the king and prince, the 
latter, perceiving the terrible apparatus for 
execution, cried out, For God and the Pro- 
phets ſake, forgive me, father, I beſeech thee. 
But Iſmael diſregarding his cries, bid one 
of the butcher's cut off his hand and foot on 
the edge of the copper. The fellow heſi- 


fating, Iſmael cut off his head, and bid an- 
ether 
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bother perform the operation, who inſtantly 


obeyed. He then aſked Mahomet, Dojt - 


know thy father now ? and turinng about, cut 
off the executioner's head at one ſtroke of 
his ſcymetar. The prince's arm and leg were 
then dipped in the milted pitch to ſtop the 
blood ; and his father haſtened back to Me- 
quinez, whither Mahomet followed, and died 
thirteen days after of a mortification. 

On the death of his brother, Sidan laid 
ſiege to Taradunt, which ſurrendered after 
the loſs of 10,000 inhabitants by famine; 
and the conqueror mafſacred all the reſt, 
 Ifmael now grew jealous of the power of 
Sidan, and tried everv artifice to draw him 
to Mequinez. This proving ineffèctual, his 
father prevailed on three of his wives to take 

advantage of his drunkenneſs, and ſmother 
him in his ſleep; after which he delivered 
the women up to the revenge of Ajaka, who 
had their breaſts cut off, which the forced 
them to eat, and then ordered the execu- 
tioner to ſtrangle them. 


Abdalmelech, another ſon, revolted ſoon 


after; and Iſmael, dying in 1727, cut him 
off from the ſucceſſion, and left the empire 
to Muley Hamet, a younger brother. The 


Treaſures: left- by Ifmael amounted to fifty 
millions, 
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millions, beſides gold and jewels of immenſe 
value; to which Ilamet added ten millions 
extortcd Curing the lite of his father, whoſe 
laſt 800 wives he ſtripped of all their gold 
and jewels immediately aiter his death. The 
drunkenneſs and debauchery of Hamet ſoon 
provoked ſome of his ſubjects to take arms 
in favour of Abdalmelzch ; and his ſucceſs 
in ſuppreſſing this inſurtection only made 
him more intemperate and crucl. One ſer- 
vant was thrown headlong from the top of 
his palace for having ſtopped his pipe too 
hard; another was repeatedly toſſed from a 
blanket till his falls on the ground had broke 
all his limbs, for not bringing his dogs at a 
minute's time. A wife, who had diſpleaſed 
him when in a drunken fit, had all her. teeth 
drawn; but forgetting this, he afterwards 
deſired her company, and on diſcovering her 
ſad caſe, preſented her with all the teeth of 
the tooth - drawer. Having forcibly de- 
bauched two young Jeweſſes juſt atter the 
marriage ceremony, he ſent them to their 
huſbands ; but finding them regiſtered as his 
concubines, he afterwards put both couples 
to death. He was, however, depoſed in 
1728, and ſent priſoner to Taffilet, by Ab- 
dalmelech; who treated the civil and mili- 

tary 


6 
tary officers to whom he owed his elevation 
with the greateſt inſolence, oppreſſed all his 
ſubjects, and was particularly cruel to his 
Chriſtian ſlaves. His predece ſſor Hamer had 
permitted two Chriſtians of each country to 
go home on parole, to ſollicit the ranſom of 


their fellow-captives. The two Frenchmen 


returned with ſome rehgious fathers, who 
brought a vaſt ſum and rich preſents for the 
redemption of their countrymen. Hamet, 
however, had been depoſed, and before they 
could get to Mequinez, Abdalmelech had 
their perſons and property ſeized, reloaded 
the two returned captives with chains, and 
compelled the miſhonaries to quit his domt- 
nions in three days, on pain of being burat 
alive. cf 

He had not been three months on the 
throne, when his cruelty had provoked the 
Black ſoldiers to recal Hamet, who entered 
Mequinez ſword in hand, nailed his prin- 
cipal enemies to the city gates, there to 
expire in the greateſt agonies, and continued 
the pillage for three days. Abdalmelech was 
delivered up by the Fezians after a three 
month's fiege ; and Hamet finding himſelf 
near diſſolution, had his brother ſtrangled, 
te clear the way for his own ſon Bouffar. 
One 
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One of Iſmael's wives, however, obtained 
the election of her ſon Abdallah, by the diſ- 
tribution of large ſums among the Black 
troops. Bouffar and his prime miniſter, a 
reputed faint, were taken ; and Abdallah, 
addrefling the counſellor with Ler's ſee if thy 
ſanctity can ſave thee, beheaded him with his 
own hand: Abdallah had won the affections 
of the people by a hypocritical ſhew of gen- 
tleneſs, but no ſooner thought himſelf fixed 
on the throne, than he diſcovered the real 
malignity of his temper, and exerciſed it on 
an eminent alcaide, who was accufed of not 
paying the uſual tribute. He ordered him 
to be led into the court-yard cf his palace, 
and ſtripped naked. An ox being then be- 
headed and laid open, the alcaide was placed 
at full length in the body,. with only his 
head out to breathe ; and the carcaſe being 
hooped to hold him faſt, he was fed with a 
little rice now and then, juſt ro keep him 
alive till the worms which bred in the ox 
gradually devoured his fleſh from his bones: 

Muley Abdallah having not only failed in 
ſeveral attempts to retake Ceuta from the 
Spaniards, but (in 1732) loſt Oran alſo, be- 
came more cruel than ever. The leaſt miſ- 


take of his officers was puniſhed with inſtant 
| death, 
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death. The Arabs no longer willing to pay 
his great demands, took arms, and defeated 
him in a battle near Fez, to which city he 
retired, and gratified his ſpleen by the moſt 


flagrant barbarities on the innocent inhabi- 
tants. His mother, fearing the conſequences 


of his tyranny, remonſtrated with him; but 
he anſwered, My ſubjefts have no other title to 
their lives than my will; and it is one of my veſt 
pleaſures to kill them with my own hand. She 
howeyer, repeated her reproofs ſo often, that 


he determined to get rid of her; but his in- 


tention was perceived and ſhe hid herſelf 
from his vengeance, under the pretence of a 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 1 
He, however, gave one inſtance of mercy, 
by chiding his officers for having ſtripped 
4000 Arabs, whom they had taken priſoners; 
and diſmiſſed the captives with their lives 
and a preſent of clothing. But it wag not 
long before he overbalanced this by an ac- 
tion of a contrary nature. The general of 
his negroes, imagining Abdallah had a de- 


ſign upon his life, ſtirred up his troops to a 


revolt; and it was agreed to ſeat Muley Ali, 
another ſon of Itmael, on the throne. Ab- 
dallah fled, in order to ſhelter himſelf with 


the Arabs, to whom he ſhewn the above 


D d clemency; 
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clemeney; and on the way was met by eight 


of their chiefs, who were coming to offer 
their ſervices. Theſe, however, took this 


opportunity to reaſon with him on the ill 


conduct which had reduced him to his pre- 
ſent diſtreſs; and he was ſo impatient of the 
remonſtrance, that he inſtantly cut off the 
heads of all theſe friends with his own 
hand. 

Muley Ah 3 e el op- 
poſition; but Abdallah had taken alk his 
rreaſures with him, and uſed them ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully in bribing the revolted Blacks, that 
numbers of them deſcited Ali; and Abdal- 
lah (in 1736) recovered Mequinez. His 
return to that city was followed by the 


plundering of the inhabitants, by the raſing 


of the citadel, and the beheading of ever) 
foldier in the garriſon. The governor to 
avoid the cruelty of Abdallah had cut his 
own. throat, and thoſe of all his wives and 


children, except his youngeſt ſon, who was 


taken and hanged. _ 

The general of the Blacks, ſecing Ali was 
not hiked on account of his frequent intoxica- 
tion by the uſe of opium, now ſet up another: 
brother, Muley Sidi. Abdallah once more 
tried the effect of bribery, and the general 

Wa 
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was delivercd into his hands. This officer, 
however, had fled for ſanctuary to a celebrated 
moſque; and hoping to fave life by taking 
advantage of the Mooriſh ſupexititions, put 
on the holy garments of a much-reverenced 
faint, in which he was conveyed to Abdullah. 
The emperor kiſſed the ſacred veſtments with 
all ſeeming reſpe&; then ordering them 
to be taken off, plunged his ſpear into the 
breaft of the general, and called for a cup to 
receive fome of his blood, which he intended 
to drink in token of revenge. His prime 
miniſter, however, repreſented this action to 
bo beneath the dignity of a ſovereign; and 
obtained leave to ſhew his loyalty by ſwallow- 
ing the draught himſell. 

The death of the general did not put an end 
to the people's hope of dethroning the tyrant. 
Muley Sidi had a ſtrong party at Fez; the 
Blacks murmured greatly, on account of not 

being paid all the money promiſed for betray- 
ing their commander, and were ready to join 
the Fezians. Abdallah, thinking no time to 
be loſt, made ſeveral unſucceſsful attempts to 
take Fez ; but being at laſt ſignally defeated, 
he took his ſon, wives, and what treaſure he 
could get together, and fled to the mountains. 
The Fezians paid the Blacks 400,000 ducats, 
Dd 2 which 
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16 
which Abdallah had promiſed them, and 


Sidi was conſidered as firmly ſeated on the 


throne 3 bur his irregularities and frequent 
breaches of qpromite. ſoon raiſed a general 
clamour ; which Abdallah took advantage 
of, and returning from his retirement, raiſed 
an army in haſte, with which he defeated 
the troops of Sidi, who was wounded in the 


action and fled for his life. Thus Abdallah 
once more recovered the empire; in the 


poſſeſſion of which the Britiſh captives found 
him, as related in the preceding Narrative of 
their Sufferings. 


The principal divifions of the Mooriſh em- 
pire are the four large provinces (once king- 
doms) of Fez, Moroceo, Sus, and Taffilet. 

Its boundaries are, the Algerine territories on 


the eaſt, Mount Atlas on the ſouth, the 


Atlantic, Ocean on the weſt, and the Medi- 
terranean Sea on the north. iy 

Its general extent is eſtimated at about 500 | 
miles in length from north to ſouth, and al- 


moſt the ſame in breadth from eaſt to weſt. 


The climate is generally warm, but rather 
more temperate than might be expected from 
its ſouthern ſituation, being moderated by 


he mountains and ſea- breezes. The winter 


begins 


C2 
begins with November, when the rains ſet in, 
and continue till January. The tops of the 
mountains are ccvered with ſnow great part 
of the year; and the froſts r er 


ſhar p at night in the vallies, but 
to the power of the noon-day fun. Toe 
north winds of March are often piercing; 
but the ſpring commencing in February, the 
weather from . thence is generally pleaſant 
and wholeſome, except during the fertilizing 
ſhowers of the rainy month of May, which 
ſometimes continue too long, and produce 
peſtilential fevers. Their ſummer laſts from 
the end of May to the end of Auguſt, and 
their autumn from thence to November. 
The face of the country is agreeably diver- 
ſified by the branches of Mount Atlas, which 
extend thro' moſt. of the provinces. The 
higheſt parts of ſome are rugged and inac- 
ceſſible, and may be ſeen to a vaſt diſtancc at 
ſea. Their ſummits, being covered with 
ſnow. great part of the year, may be ſaid to 
have but two ſeaſons Men ſhelter them- 
ſelves and their cattle in caverns from Oc. 
tober to April, when the ſnows diſſolve, and 
the verdure of ſummer. appears immediately. 
The hills in general have many towns 
and villages, and teed plenty of cattle. The 


+ count ry 
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country has but few woods, and ſcarcely any 
timber trees. Several large rivers iſſue from 
the mountains, and fall into the Arnie 
and Mediterranean. | 

The produce conſiſts of corn wine, oil, rice, 
all ſorts of fruit, wax, honey, ſugar, gums, 
indigo, ginger, cotton, ſilk, the fineſt wool, 
and excellent hemp and flax; but the ty- 
ranny of the government ſo checks induſtry 
chat not one hundredrh part is cultivated ; 
and that which is does not produce one third 
of what might be raiſed. The mountains 
have veins of gold, ſilver, copper, and iron; 
but the indolence of the people lets them 
remain in a great meaſure unworked. Their 
rivers .and bays have abundance and variety 
of excellent fiſh. | 

The animals inhabiting the deſerts are lions, 
tigers, leopards, hyenas, and monſtrous ſer- 
pents. The horſes of Barbary have always 
been eſteemed. Other beaſts of burden are 
op amels, dromedaries, aſſes, mules, and kum- 
rahs, a creature begot by an aſs upon a cow. 
Their cows yield very little milk, and the 
ſheep but little wool, tho“ they are very 
large, as well as their goats. Boars, porcu- 
pines, foxes, apes, rabbits, hares, ferrits, 
weaſelg, moles, cameleons, and all ſorts of 
te ptiles, 
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reptiles, (many very venomous) abound 

in Morocco. Oſtriches, eagles, vultures, 

hawks, patridges, quails, and all kinds of 

poultry and wild fowl are plenty. | 
The inhabitants of this empire are of va- 


rious ſorts, Berberes, Arabs, Moors, Blacks, 


Jews, Renegadoes, and Chriſtian flaves. 
The Berberes are ſcattered all over Barbary , 
ſtile themſelves the oldeſt inhabitants, follow 
their ancient cuſtoms and language, and live 
in huts on the mountains, ſo that they have 
never been quite ſubdued. They are divid- 
ed into numerous tribes, under their reſpec- 
tive chiefs. Some of them, however, range 
from place to place, living in tents ; but 
have nevertheleſs kept themſelves from mix- 
ing with others. Theſe are the richeſt, go 
better clothed, traffic in cattle, hides, wax, 
Honey, iron, &c. and have a few manufac- 
tures of that metal, and ſome weavers. 
The Arabs are deſcended from the Maho- 
metans, which overran Barbary. In Mo- 
rocco they are of the wandering kind, who 
range from place to place, cultivate the moſt 
fruitful ſpots, and eſtimate their wealth by 
the number of their horſes, cattle, quantity 
of corn, &c. They are governed by their 
ewn cheyks or prieſts. Their encampments 


: a 


1 

are circular, and the cheyk's tent ſtands in 
the middle. They are generally a very naſty 

people, which can ſcarcely be avoided, as 

men, women, children, horſes, cattle, and 

poultry lie all together in the ſame tent. 
They pay a tythe of their property yearly to 

the emperor, who derives a conſiderable re- 

venue from this part of his ſubjects, there 

being above 300,000 taxable only in the 

kingdotu of Fez. Some tribes, however, 

live in the moſt inacceſſible parts of the 
mountains, from whence they fally out and 
plunder *travellers, caravans, and villages. 
The Moors are deſcendants of thoſe who 
were driven out of Spain in the 13th century. 
They are of two clafles ; one living in the 
open country by agriculture and grazing; the 
other inhabiting the towns and ſeaports, and 
following handicraft - trades and maritime 
commerce. The Moors are extremely ſuper- 
flirious, jealous, treacherous, covetous, and 
revengeful. The Blacks will be ſpoken of 
when an account is given of the army. 
The Jews are the principal merchants, factors, 
coiners, and bankers of this country; are here 
accounted the greateſt rogues under the ſun, 
and make themſelves ample recompence for 


for the taxes they pay, by their uncommon 
frauds 


6 


frauds and impoſitions on all they deal with. 
The Renegadoes are equally hated both by 
Moors and Chriſtians; and tho? not kept 
in abſolate ſlavery, are ſent to do military 
duty at the royal palaces and garriſons, on 
very ſlender pay. As to Chriſtian ſlaves, 
their hard condition has been fully explained 
in the foregoing Narrative. 

The general language is the modern 
Arabie, one of the moſt extenſive in the 
world, being not only in uſe thro' every part 
of this empire, but underſtood in every other 
ſtate of Barbary and all the Turkiſh domi- 
nions ; and may probably owe its preſerva- 
rion and univerſality to the frequent pilgri- 
mages to Mecca. 

The government (if tyranny deſerve that 
name) has been fully proved by the preced- 
ing hiſtory to be the moſt deſpotic under 
heaven, eſpecially ſince the xeriffs have poſ- 
ſeſſed the throne. The religion, cuſtoms, 
and prejudices of the Moors confirm their 
ſlavery. The emperor is acknowledged to 
have uncontroulable power over their lives 
and property, and in great meaſure over 
their conſciences too. As the ſucceſſor of 
Mahomet, he is the interpreter of the Koran, 
tho” the generality of the ſovereigns have not 

Ee been 
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been able to read, as was the caſe of Miles 
Iſmael, the moſt Al” obſerver of religious 
ceremonies, and the moſt bloody tyrant that 
ever burdened the earth. He appoints all 
judges (of whom thoſe at Fez and Moroc- 
co are the chief) who explain all matters 
reſpeRing religion; and, being his creatures, 
ſtrictly obſerve his will; ſo that his com- 
mands being immediately made known in 
every part, none can plead ignorance; and 
they are accordingly received with implicit- 
and religious ſubmiſfion. The Moors are 
bred up in the notion that thoſe who die in- 
the execution of his orders, are entitled to 
paradiſe, eſpecially thoſe who die by his own 
hand; ſo that it is not ſo great a wonder, 
that there is ſuch tyranny in the ſovereign 
and paſſiveneſs in the ſubject. The obe- 
dience of the Arabs, however, has always 
deen involuntary, The emperor declares 
himſelf heir of all his ſubjects, often ſeizes 
the deceaſed's effects, making ſuch proviſion 
for the family as he pleaſes; and ſometimes 
leaves the children of ſuch as have oſſended 
bim in extreme poverty. However, to keep 
up a poor pretence of juſtice, he allows the 
mufti the name of a ſuperiority in ſpirituals, 
with profeſſed Uborty to ſummon him at the 
ſuit 
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fut of the meaneſt ſubject; but the prieſt 
knows the ill conſequence of offending the 
emperor too well ever to m it by exer 


eiſing this ſpecious authority. The titles 
of the fovereign are, The moſt glorious, 
.mighty, and noble emperor of Afric; king 
of Fez, Morocco, Sus, Dabra, all the Agarbe, 
and its territories in Afric; and grand xeriff 
(that is ſucceſſor) of the great prophet 
Mahomet. The mufti and cadis are judges 
of all religious and eivil matters; as are the 
baſhaws, alcaides, &c. of the ſtate and army. 
Theſe are all flaves of the prince, and ty- 
tanrs of the people, from whom tio favour or 
juſtice can be obtained with6ut bribery. 
The higheſt poſts are purchaſed at an exor- 
bitant price, ald kept by à conftant tribute, 
rigorotifly exacted from the miſerable peo- 
ple. An inſinuation that a baſhaw does not 
pay as much as he can, diſplaces him; ſo that 
governors Keep ſpies at court to prevent others 
from undetmining them. Muley Iſmael' 
Jewiſh miniſters, Memaran and Ben Hatter, 
had a difference. Memaran having the chief 
government of the Jews, and ſuſpecting Ben 
Hatter wanted to diſplace him, offered the 
emperor a quantity of ſilver for his head. 
Ifmael feat for Ben Hatter, and informed 
: E e 2 him 
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him of what had been propoſed ; upon which 
he offered double far the head of Memaran. 
The emperor then ſent for the other, and 
taking the money from both, called them 
two fools, and bid them agree for the future. 
Ben Hatter married Memaran's daughter ; 
and both took care to ſqueeze the money 
; paid the emperor out of the Jews under their 
juriſdiction. Larbe Shott was deſcended 
from one of the beſt families in Barbary, and 
long reſided at Gibraltar, as factor for a ba- 
ſhaw who carried on trade with that place. 
His enemies waited on Muley Iſmael with a 
preſent, and accuſed him of drunkenneſs, 
infidelity, and inviting the Spaniards ta in- 
vade Morocco; on which the emperor | ſent 
for him ; without the leaſt examinatign, told 
him he was an unbeliever and unfit to live; ; 
and ordered him to be. immediately ſawn in 
two ; which was accordingly done at one of 
the gates of Mequinez.——This cuſtom of 
purchaſing the deſtruction of another pre- 
vails throughout the empire; ſo that no 
man has a minute's ſecurity. If a covetous 
villain will þe at the riſque of reimburſing 
himſelf out of the effects of the perſon he 
buys, he has only to pay the baſhaw or al- 
caide his demand, and the wretch 1s delivered 
into 
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into his hands, and often tortured to makę 
him diſcover his property. Mr. Hatfield, an 
Engliſh merchant, writes thus from Tetuan : 
Yeſterday, as Mr. Noble and ] paſſed the priſon, 
we ſaw a perſon hanging by his heels, with irons 
upon his legs, pinchers upon his noſe, his fleſh cut 
with ſciſſars, and two men drubbing him. This 
ꝛbas a bought man, who had been paid 500 durats 
fon; and they expected by theſe tortures, to force 
double the ſum rom him. 
The emperor's revenue (as may be ſup- 
poſed from what has been ſaid) can ſcarce be 
computed ; but his more regular income 
ariſes from a poll-tax on every head, a twelfth 
ot all corn, fruits, &c. a tenth of cattle and 
goods, and various duties on exports and im- 
ports. Male Jews above 15 years old pay 
fix crownsa year, beſides occaſional exactions. 
Chriſtians pay ſo dear for licence to trade, 
that few ſettle till enticed by the emperor 
or his governors; who having once fixed 
them, extort moſt extravagantly; to which 
they muſt ſubmit, or quit the country with- 
out their effects or debts. The alcaides, &c. 
buy their governments, as has been hinted; 
be ſides which, they build and fit out all the 
King s eruiſers, and give him half their prizes; 
the other half 18 divided between the gover- 
nor 
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nor and the ſhip's crew. All the priſoners 
become the ſlaves of the emperor, who pays 
50 crowns per head for that half which 
pertains to the alcaide, &. Detachments 
of Black troops collect the revenue annually, 
and ſeverely treat defaulters; yet the whole 
amount of theſe taxes have been computed 
at no more than 265, ooo. ſterling. The 
emperor has alſo conſiderable profits on the 
trade to N egroland, and the caravans which 
travel eaſtward. But the moſt ſcandalous 
tributes are thoſe required of foreign princes, 
whoſe ambaſſadors are the prey of every ' 
officer they fall in the way of, from the em- 
peror himſelf to the meaneſt of his ſervants. 


| Their monies are, 
A fiuſe of copper, worth 1-12th of a pen T 


24 fluſes make a blanquil of flver 6 
4 blanquils - an unce 
7 blanquils - an octavo — 
14 blanquils - a quarto — 
2 quartos - a medio 

— — 
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27 blanquils - a dollar 
200 blanquils a piſtole I 
The Jews are both coiners arid melters, and 
make conſiderable profits by both; beſides 


they are continually leſſenin g and debaſing the 
coin, 
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_ evin, ſo that it is dangerous to take any. from 

them without the ſcales and touchſtone. 
The ordinary land-force is eſtimated at 

Zo, odo horſe and foot.——Renegadoes are 


forced into the foot ſervice, generally do 


duty at the palaces and garriſons, receive 
only 20 blanquils a month and a little flour, 
are poorly clothed, and often purpoſely ex- 
poſed in battle. The Mooriſh troops, 
about 40,000, are levied, paid, and armed 
by the alcaides, in numbers proportioned to 
their diſtricts. More are raiſed on emergen- 
cies; but they are in general of little ſcrvice, 
as they want diſcipline, are ſcattered in ſmall 
parties over the whole country, and when 
collected cannot be armed, as the royal arſe- 
nal docs not afford above 10,000 muſquets ; 
ſo that when on duty the greater part have 
no other weapons than a ſword, ſpear, or a 
mere club. The main force of the empe- 
ror conſiſts in about 40,000 Blacks, who 
are taken from Guinea in their infancy, 
trained only to arms, and know no maſter 
but the ſovereign, to whoſe perſon they are 
generally firm friends, tho' fometimes mu- 
tinous for lack of due pay. Muley Iſmael, 
being born of a negro woman, had a great 
fondneſs for this kind of ſoldiers; and he 
--_. took 
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took pains to improve and increaſe them. 
They have ever fince bcen the only troops 
to which the emperor truſts the care of his 
perſon, palaces, wives, concubines, &c. 
They have accordingly the principal offices, 
and are dreaded by all the reſt of his ſubjects. 
Notwithſtanding their continual wars, and 
the pains taken by the late xeriffs, military 
diſcipline is very imperfect. Their cavalry 
are indeed ſurprizingly expert, but this is 
rather a diſplay of agility than martial 
manœuvres. When drawn up for battle, 
the horſe are ſtationed on the' right and 
jeft, and the foot in the center, forming 
if ground admit, only two ranks, which 
are eaſily broken by an attack of the horſe ; 
of which they ſtand in ſuch fear, that 50 will 
drive 500 foot. The Black cavalry which 
are near the royal perſon are armed with guns, 
feymetars, and piſtols; thoſe at a diſtance 
have only muſquets and lances. The infantry: 
are a motley crew ; ſome armed with guns; 
others only with broad-ſwords, pikes, bows, 
or clubs. They advance to action with a 
ſhour, and a ſhort prayer for victory. At 
firſt they fight (eſpecially againſt Chriſtians) 
with a moſt enthuſiaſtic fury; but if re- 
pulſed are ſeldom rallied, particularly if the 

| 8 enemy 
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enemy be Mahometans. The Arabs and 

Berberes are not called to the field, but on 
preſſing emergencies. Their duty is to ſup- 
ply the army with meat, corn, butter, oil, 
honey, &c. wherever they encamp, on pain 
of military execution. Sometimes, how- 
ever, (being Mahometans) they are allowed 
an- opportunity of meriting heaven by an 
expedition againſt the Chriſtians ; but are 
diſarmed and ſent home at the end of the 
campaign. | 

The navy of Morocco has always been in- 
confiderable. Twelve veſſels, of 20 guns and 
200 men each, are the utmoſt on record. 
Nor is this to be wondered at, as they have 
neither ports, timber, nor tackle. 
The little trade is chiefly in the hands of 
Jews and Chriſtians. Exports are copper, 
tin, wool, hides, honey, wax, dates, raiſins, 
almonds, olives, indigo, gum, ivory, &c. 
Imports are cloths, linen, lead, iron, hard- 
ware, and warlike ſtores. A caravan ſets 
out annually from Fez to Mecca, on the 
double principle of religion and trade; 


which carries fine woollens, {kins, cochineal, 


indigo, and oftrich feathers; and brings 


back ſilk, muſlin, and dfugs. The caravans 
to Guinea carry woollen and ſilk goods, ſalt, 


Ft oil, 
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al, &e, and return with gold duſt, ivory, 
and negroes. The trade of Morocco might 
be more but they want ports, and (a much 
greater requiſite) induſtry. The heavy port 
duties are another obſtacle. The Engliſh 
indeed pay but half as much as other na- 
tions; but who can be willing to trade with a. 
people who. practiſe the groſſeſt frauds on 
ſtrangers with impunity. 

The religion of Morocco has already been 
jaid to be Mahometaniſm, of which (as 
taught by the Koran) an account has been 
Siven. But Mahometaniſm has its ſectaries; 
and the Moors follow the doctrines of Me- 
ech, one of Mahomet's immediate diſciples, 
and ſteward of his houſhold. To theſe they 
have added various: ſuperſtitions of their 
own ; ſuch as placing victuals and money on 
the graves of their relations, that they may 
not want in the other world ; .making the 
graves wide at bottom, to give them room 
to gather up their bones at the reſurrection ; 
and burying but one in a grave, that they 
may not miſtake each other's bones. They 
embelliſh the ſepulchres with tomb-ſtones, 
cupolas, &c. and will not ſutfer Chriſtians to 
approach them. The burial-grounds, which 
are generally without the walls of the cities, 
are 
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ate crowded every Friday (their ſabbatir) 
by relations of the deceaſed, eſpecially fe- 
males, who are dreſſed in blue as mourning, 
and pray very devoutly ; in which they are 
aſſiſted by the marabouts, a ſort of monks, 
who have cells in the neighbourhood, and 
repeat ſcraps of the Koran, &c. in propor- 
tion as they are paid for their trouble. Thoſe 
who have made the pilgrimage to Mecca 
are particularly venerated; and even the 
horſes, camels, &c. which have been there 
are eſteemed holy, exempted from labour, 
well fed, and buried with great reſpect. 
Theſe beaſts are diſtinguiſhed by ſtrings of 
beads, and texts of the Koran written on 
parchment and ſewed in filk, which are 
hung about their necks. If their owners 
cannot maintain them, they are allowed a 
ſubſiſtence from the revenues of the moſque, 
or pariſh-church ; and there are many devo- 
tees who delight to feed them. Muley Iſmael 
had one of theſe horſes conſtantly led before 
-that he rode on, which was richly ornament- 
cd, and attended by a Chriſtian ſlave, who 
carried a pot to catch its excrements, and a 
napkin to wipe it clean. They enter their 
moſques barefooted, and behave there with 
-great devotion. No Chriſtian can enter 
: x2 them; 
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them ; nor are any of their women admitted, 
for fear they ſhould divert the attention of 
the men; ſo that the females muſt either 
pray at home, or at the ſepulchres. If a 
man abſent himſelf from the moſque eight 
days, he is incapable of being a witneſs for 
the firſt offence, fined for the ſecond, and 
burnt for the third. Ideots and lunatics arc 
conſidered as perſons inſpired. The ſepul- 
chres of theſe and of ſuch as have gone-to 
Mecca, and likewiſe the moſques, are ſanc- 
tuaries for all crimes, except treaſon. They 
hold, that all perſons, of every nation and 
religion, who die before the age of fifteen, 


may be ſaved ; but none ofder, except the 


moſlems of their own ſect. All the virgins 
of other religions, that die before the age of 
fifteen, are reſerved to make up the ſeyenty 
females allowed to each moſlem in paradife. 
The regular prieſt hood conſiſts of the muftis 
of Fez and Morocco, who may be conſidered 
as archbiſhops; of the hatibs of the great 
moſques in other large cities, who are a fort 
of biſhops; and thoſe of common moſques, who 
are as pariſh prieſts, The habit of the 


Mooriſh clergy is like that of the laity ; but 


they diſtinguiſh themſelves by dying their 
beards red, and cutting the upper leathers of 
| their 
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their ſhoes or flippers into the ſhape of 
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 fleurs-de-lis.—— The cheyks of the grazing 
Arabs are elected, and ſometimes hereditary, 
governors of their particular tribes, and hold 
the triple authority of prieſt, magiſtrate, and 
general. Several inferior cheyks are tubject | 
to the controul of a particular one, called an | 
emir, who hears appeals, determines between | 
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diſagreeing tribes, and takes the command 
in chicf, when the general intereſt is at ſtake. | 
The cheyks are diſtinguiſhed by the length : 
and ſuperior fineneſs of their clothing. 

The marabouts are a ict of monkiih cheats, _ 
reſpected as laints all over the empire. They —_ 
affect great mortification and auſterity ; and 
pretend to a power of hurting any who dif- 
pleaſe them. They are of three ſorts. The 
firſt claſs live in and about the cities and 
towns, and frequently move from one to 
another; being hired by travellers, as a 
ſafeguard againſt thieves, who are here ſo 
ſuperſtitious that they will attack no com- | 
pany who have a marabout with them. They | 
{ell their prayers for the dead, and pretend 
to aſtrology, conjuration, and enchantment ; x 
on which account they raiſe conſiderable re- | 
venues from the ſuperſtitious people. The 

ſecond claſs are abſolute wanderers; abſtain 
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from all fleſh-meats, have a particular diet, 
and faſt often, wear amulets or charms, and 
pretend to have an intercourſe with angels. 
The third claſs live in woods and deſerts, 
Mun all converſation, and live only on herbs. 

The people of Morocco are generally robuſt 
and ftrong-lIrmbed. A meſſenger will go 150 
miles, for a xequin, worth gs. with great ex- 
pedition, enduring heat and cold to admira- 


tion. When the ground is deluged with 


rain and a ſtorm overhead befides, they'll 
only look tor a buſh or great ſtone, ſquat 
down with their back towards it, wrap them- 
ſelves up in their albornooce, and remain 


there all night. Some of the moſt famous 


footmen will go ſixty leagues in three days. 


They ſwim the rivers in the depth of winter, 


if the force of the current does not deter 


them. Theſe men are generally thin, and 


for ſeven or eight days journey (there betng 


no houſes on the road) carry only a little 


meal and a few figs in a goat's ſkin. 
The women have fine eyes, and ſome of 
them beautiful ſkins, which a ſtranger may 


| ſometimes have an opportunity of ſeeing, if 


he meet them in the fields; for a man may 
live a year in Morocco, and not ſee the face 


of a Mooriſh woman in the ſtreets. When | 


they 
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they. 20 abroad, they are dreſt almoſt like 
the men; their outward garment being an 
alhague, with which they cover their bes 
bringing it down to their eyes, and under- 
neath tie a piece of white cloth, to hide the 
lower part of the face - the alhagues cover, 
all but their legs, which generally are naked, 


when they are at home or viſit from the tops 


of houſes ; only ſome of the better ſort have 
their drawers ſo long, that they reach to their 
feet, hanging in great looſe folds about their 
legs; their ſhoes are the ſame as the mens. 
Within doors they appear in their hair, hay - 
ing only a ſingle binder about their foreheads; 
their hair is in two large plaits, that hang 
down behind at full length; they wear a veſt 
open from the boſom to the waiſt, to ſhew 
their embroidered ſmocks ; they faſten large 
pieces of muſlin to the ſleeves of their veſts 


which hang down very low, in the nature of 


ruffles; their drawers are longer than the 
mens, reaching generally to the calf; over 
their drawers they wear a ſhort petticoat; 
they put bracelets upon their legs and arms, 

and large ear-rings in their ears. 5 
The Mooriſh women live in the upper ap- 
partments, and often viſit one another from 
the tops of their houſes. When the women 
viſit 
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viſit one another, they leave their ſlippers at 
the door of the room, to give notice that a 
ſtranger is there; during which time the men 
refrain from goipg into their wives or daugh- 
ters, they being very punctual in obſerving 
the cuſtoms relating to women. 

The cuſtom of not letting them be ſeen 
prevails to ſuch a degree, that when a man 
wants a wife, either his mother, or ſome of 
his female relations muſt go a wooing. When 
the bargain is made, (which is done before 
the cady or juſtice) the bride is to keep with- 
in {or eight days, her friends coming to re- 
joice with her every day; and a prieſt alſo 
viſits her, and diſcourſes on that holy ſtate ; 
The buſband with his friends uſes the ſame 


| ceremonies for five days before conſumma- 
tion, in a houſe which he has, or muſt take, 


to bring his wife to The laſt day the bride 
is put into a cage, covered with 2 fine white 
linen cloth, and carried on mens ſhoulders 
to the houſe of her intended huſband ; her 
friends, relations, and muſick going before. 


Her brother (if ſhe has one) leads her into: 


the houſe, where a room is appointed for her 
and the women; the man remains alſo in his 
room with his friends. When the evening 


approaches, they are let looſe by the company, 
and, 
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are hired to lament, who make a ſad moan, 
and beat their hands and faces. If a man be 
dead, his wives get into the middle of the 
houſe, put aſhes on their heads, jump about 
in a ring, ſcream like cats, and tear their 
cheeks with their nails. Some aſk the dead, 
if he wanted any thing in this world, and 
whether he had not cuſcuſu enough? If the 


wife die, the huſband receives the viſits of 
condolence at his door; and if he be of mid- 


'dling rank, it is no ſhame for him to go 
out on the day of her death to provide for her 
funeral. They waſh the corpſe, wrap it in'a 
new ſhroud, and carry it on a bier, followed 
by a great-number of people. The relations 
light no fire for three days, but frequently 
, viſit the tomb, diſtribute bread, &c. to the 


2. poor, and throw flints on the grave, crying 


out Cetlem Allah, 1. e. The light of God, making 
loud outcries and other tokens of grief. The 
female relations cover their faces with a veil 
for a few days, and the men wear their beards 
a month. | 

Having no ſettled poſt in the country, nor 


any wheel-carriages, their light goods are 


conveyed to ſhort diſtances on horſes ; but if 
they have large quantities to be carried far, 
they, generally uſe camels. If an alcaide has 
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 viſitone e another, they leave their {lippets at 


the door of the room, to give notice that a 


ſtranger 15 there; during which time the men 


refrain from gol g into hate wives or daugh- 
ters, they being very punctual in obſerving 
the cuſtoms relating to women. 

The cuſtom of not letting them be ſeen 
prev ails to ſuch a degree, that when a man 
wants a wife, either his mother, or ſome of 
his female relations muſt go a wooing. When 


the bargain is made, (which is done before 


the cady or juſtice) the bride is to keep with- 
in ſor eight days, her friends coming to re- 


joice with her every day; and a prieſt alſo 


viſits her, and diſcourſes on that holy ſtate; 
The huſband with his friends uſes the ſame 
cexemonies for five days before conſumma- 
tion, in a houſe which he has, or muſt take, 
to bring his wife to The laſt day the bride 
is put into a cage, covered with 2 fine white 
linen cloth, and carried on mens ſhoulders 
to the houſe of her intended huſband; her 


friends, relations, and muſick going before. 
Her brother (if ſhe has one) leads her into: 


the houſe; where a room is appointed for her 
and the women; the man remains alſo in his 
room with his friends. When the evening 
plpronches, they are let looſe by the company, 


and 
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are hired to lament, who make a ſad moan, 
and beat their hands and faces. If a man be 
dead, his wives get into the middle of the 
houſe, put aſhes on their heads, jump about 
in a ring, ſcream like cats, and tear their 
cheeks with their nails. Some aſk the dead, 
if he wanted any thing in this world, and 
whether he had not cuſcuſu enough? If the 


wife die, the huſband receives the viſits of 


condolence at his door ; and if he be of mid- 
dling rank, it is no ſhame for him to go 
out on the day of her death to provide for her 
funeral. They waſh the corpſe, wrap it in'a 
new ſhroud, and carry it on a bier, followed 
by a great-number of people. The relations 
light no fire for. three days, but frequently 
, viſit the tomb, diſtribute bread, &c. to the 
poor, and throw flints on the grave, crying 
out Cellem Allah, i. e. The light of God, making 
loud outcries and other tokens of grief. The 
female relations cover their faces with a veil 
for a few days, and the men wear their beards 


a month. 
Having no ſettled poſt i in the country, nor 


any wheel-carriages, their light goods are- 


conveyed to ſhort diſtances on horſes ; but if 
they have large quantities to be carried far, 


they. generally uſe camels. If an alcaide has 
G g 2 bufineſs 
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buſineſs with the emperor, he ſends a gentic- 
man on horſeback ; but the common method 
of ſending letters is by the footmen we have 
already deſcribed. 

Learning is wholly confined to their arjetis 
and doctors of their law. They have, how- 
ever, regular ſchools in their cities and towns, 

to teach children to read, write, and caſt ac- 
counts; but all the books they read are ſhort. 
catechiſms, and at laſt the Koran; and when 
a boy has gone thro? this, he is handſomely _ 
dreſſed, placed on a horſe, and led about in 
triumph by the reſt of the ſchool-boys. The 
children never receive any other chaſtiſe- 
ment but on the ſoles of their feet with a 
ſmall rod or flat rule. 'The Moors are much 
given to aſtrology and place great confidence 
in charms. Their phyſicians are generally 
ignorant quacks, who deal in ſimples, amulets, 
and ſpells. The ſurgeons are not better; 
which gives renegadoes an opportunity of ſet- 
ing up in theſe profeſſions. 

The Koran prohibiting all games of hazard, 
the Moors abhor cards and dice, but ne 
times amuſe themſelves at draughts, cheſs, 
&c. Eating, drinking, ſleeping, women, 
borſes, and en, almoft wholly engroſs 
their 
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their time. If a perſon loſes money at any 
game, and complains to the cady, the winner 
is obliged to reſtore it, and ſuffers a fine or 
the baſtinado. | 

The Moors profeſs a creat abhorrence of 
-Chriſtians, and bring up their children to the 
ſame. They uſually call them Dogs, and 
ſeldom mention them without a curſe, 
Ambaifadors thciiſclves have been hooted at 


and pelted by the populace. They have an 


annual feaſt in memory of a victory over the 
Chriſtians, when the graveſt people paſs the 
ſtreets with wooden ſwords, lances, &c. and 
furniſh children with the ſame, making rhem 
engage and cry out, Thus we defiroy the 
_ Chriſtians. 
The Mooriſh houſes have in general no 
windows towards the ſtreets, being builr like 
our inns, with a ſquare court, and galleries 
round it, ſupported by pillars. - The rooms 
are long and narrow, four on a floor, that is 
one on each fide of the court, each opening 
to a gallery with a large folding door, at 


which all their light received. The houſes 


of the poorer fort are commonly but one ſtory 
high; thoſe of the middle claſs two; and 
thoſe of the higher ranks three, with a foun- 
tain in the middle of the open ſquare. The 
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roofs are flat; ſo that in many places they 
walk a great way on the tops of them. 

Whilſt within doors, the Moors always ſit 
or lay on mats, and never make walking a 
recreation. They think it. ridiculous, and 
ſay, 1s it not better for a man to ſtay in the place 
where he is, than to go to another merely for the 
fake of coming back again © 

When they fit at meat, they fill their bellies 
without ſpeaking to each other: They are 
extremely fond of butter- milk; and a black 1 
pitcher of it is generally brought as a deſ- | 
ſert. The principal perſon takes a ladleful, 
and then preſents it to the next; and thus it 
paſſes round the company ſeveral times. 

The tents of the Arabs are of an oblong 
oval figure, ſupported in the middle by two 
or three poſts, full of hooks, on Which they 
hang their clothes, arms, ſaddles, &c. The 
reſt of the furniture conſiſts chiefly in pots, 
diſhes, plates, a wooden peſtle and mortar to 
pound their maize in, and a portable oven. 
The tents are larger or ſmaller, according to 
the number of the family, and divided into 
apartments by curtains. The Arabs lie on 
a mat, carpet, or ſkin, without a pillow, or 
any covering but their haik, a ſort of blanket 


or large cloak, The married have a corner 
; Ep of 


( 243 ) 
of the tent ſet apart for them, and the reſt 


thift for themſelves as well as they can; ſo 


that the infide of the tent has the appearance 


of a lumber-room, where men, women, 


children, horſes, and houſhold goods are 
jumbled together. The women bake, brew, 
dreſs victuals, fetch wood and water, 
milk the cows, and do the office of grooms. 
They are, however, in other reſpects, gene- 
rally well treated. 'The luxury of the Arabs 
conſiſts principally in the dreſs of the men 


and women, and the ornaments of their horſes 


and weapons. The females adorn their heads, 
necks, arms, and legs, with gold chains, 
pearls, beads of coral, chryſtal, bugles, and 


other trinkets. They never appear abroad 


without their veils; never ſtir out but on 
family buſineſs; and the men always turn 
afide when they meet them. The women's 
apartments are acceſfible to none but their 
huſbands ; and if he be ſo poor as not to have 
a ſeparate tent for his women, he will rather 
do bufineſs with a ſtranger in the open air, 
then ſuffer him to enter. The dreſs of the 
men is a pair of trowſers, over which their 
ſhirt hangs almoſt to the knees. Upon this 


is worn a ſhort jacket of blue or black cot- 
ton, 
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ton, fine cloth, or ſerge, which laps over the 
breaſt, has long narrow ſleeves, and is tied 
round the waiſt with a broad ſaſh. The 
poorer ſort wear neither ſhirt nor jacket, but 
cover themſelves with an ordinary linen 
cloth. They commonly ſtick a cutlaſs or 
two in their ſaſh; to which they hang their 
handkerchicf and a pocket for pipes, tobac- 
co; &c. The better ſort wear red Morocco 
ſhoes and boots; but the poor generally go 
barefooted. Cheyks and other officers wear 
a red cap wrapped in white cotton as a tur- 
pan, and a ſleeveleſs ſaik or ſurtout of white 
cloth with a cape. to cover the head in wet 
weather. 

Women going abroad wear long drawers 
and woollen ſhifts with long wide ſleeves ; 
but at home they only wrap a towel round 
their middle. Some tribes have a cuſtom 
for the huſband and wife to put on a new 
ſhirt and ſhift on their wedding-day and not 
to have it waſhed or even taken off till it 
is worn out. Women wear a jacket and 
ſaſh like the men, but commonly of richer 
tuff; and over this a large blue robe reach- 
ing to their feet. Their heads and hands 
are covered with a veil. Their ears, neck, 
breaſt, arms, wriſts, almoſt every finger, 

| and 
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and heir ankles are covered with ſtrings of 
coral, amber, &c. and rings of gold, filver, 
and ivory, to which they fix little braſs bells. 
Their ſhoes are like the mens. The meaner 
ſort, however, only wrap a piece of cloth a- 
bout the body which reaches to the knee, and 

cover the head and breaſt with a veil, the 
legs and feet remaining bare. To ſupply 
the place of more coſtly finery, they mark 
their forehead, cheeks, chin, belly and thighs 
with variety of figures, which are pricked in 
and cannot be removed. 

The food of the Arabs is generally mean, 
their bread is made of millet, maize, or rice, 
made into cakes baked on the hearth or fried 
in a pan. They ſometi mes eat fiſh and fleſh, 
but never both at one meal. Their drink is 
commonly water ; and they brew a weak 
liquor from rice or millet which they mix 
with mare or camel's milk. Their greateſt 
treat is oil and vinegar well beaten together, 
and a hot cake dipped in it. They waſh 

their hands, and then fit croſs-legged round 

a mat, on which their diſhes are placed; they 

have no knives or forks, but divide the meat 

with their fingers, and each has a handker- 

chief at his girdle ro wipe his hands and 
mouth. 
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Their marriages are little better than 


bargains between the bridegroom and father 


of the bride. | P 
The former generally purchaſes. his wife 
by a prefent of camels, horſes, ſheep, and 
cows; which being delivered, the young 
man is allowed to viſit her in her own apart- 
ment, where 7c ſits dreft in her beſt orna- 
ments to reccive him. The father entering 
with him acquaints the daughter of what he 
has recerved for her, and the huſband ſays, 
A prudent and virtuous wife is never too dearly 
bought. As the woman is ſeldom ſeen till 
the purchaſe is made, if ſhe does not anſwer 
expectation, he may divorce her, but he for- 
feits the premium given. If approved of, 
the bride remains ſome time with her father, 
and receives the congratulations of her 
female friends; after which they carry her 
to her ſpouſe, either on horſeback, or in 
a fine ſedan, which is borne between two 
camels, with loud acclamations and ſongs ; 
and ſhe is reecived by his female relations 
with the ſame tokens of joy. Upon her a- 
lighting ſhe thruſts a pointed ſtick into the 
ground, intimating, that as it cannot be re- 
moved without ſome hand to pluck it up, 
ſo ſhe cannot be ſeparated from her huſband 
- unleſs 
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umleſs he divorce her. She is then hurried 
away to milk the cows, attend the bee- hives, 
feed the camels, dreſs the horles, or do ſome 
other part of her duty, after which ſhe is 
received by her huſband, and does not ftir 
from the tent for the firſt month, which being 
expired, ſhe engages in the family buſineſs 
like other wives. They marry very young,; 
the ſons at 14 or 15 years old; the girls at q 
or ten; and it is not uncommon to ſee them 
ſuckling their children at 10 or 11 years of 
age, and. ſometimes earlier. The children 
generally walk alone at a half-ycar 0/4, and 
thoſe of the poor go naked till the age of tix. 
When the mothers fetch wood or water, they 
carry their infants in a bag at their back. 
When an Arab dies, the women of that 
tent alarm the whole encampment with their 
cries and howlings; and all the women of 
the circle inſtantly join them in the hideous 
chorus. To hear their ſhricks, and ſee the 
tears, clapping of hands, beating of breaſts, 
tearing of hair, and twiſtings of th-+ body, 
which they practiſe on ſuch occaſions, one 
might imagine them under the deepeit f- 
fliction; but this is all mere cuſtom, anc 
they paſs in an inſtant from the greateſt acts 
of mourning to the higheſt jollity. The 
H h 2 men 


( 448 ) 
men never expreſs their grief aloud, but 
maintain a ſober grave appearance ; and in 


this filent guiſe they follow the corpſe to a 


neighbouring hill, where it is buried, and a 
heap of ſtones raiſed on the grave, which at 
once ſerve for a monuinent, and to keep the 
body from being dug up and eaten by the 
wild beaſts. 

The city of Morocco, from bmi the em- 


pire takes its name, was built in the 12th 


century, by Texifien and his fon Yuſef, who 
after his victories in Spain, brought 30,000 
flaves from thence, and employed them in 
building its walls, twelve miles in circumfe- 


rence. It is ſaid to have formerly contained 


100,000 houſes, and a very great number 


of palaces, moſques, &c. but by civil wars 


and the removal of the court to Mequinez, 
it has ſo dwindled that one third of it lies 
waſte, and the inhabitants are ſaid to be 
now but 25,000. It is ſituated in the moſt 
delightful plain of all Africa, about 16 miles 
north of Mount Atlas, and 170 from the At- 
lantic Ocean. Its high walls ſtill remain, 
the cement of which is ſo hard as to reſiſt 
the pick-ax ; and notwithſtanding the many 
fieges and affaults they have undergone, not 
one breah is to be ſeen in them, The royal 
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palace of Alcaſſava ls a fortreſs, ſituated on 
the ſouth fide of the city, large enough to 


contain 4000 houſes. The walls are high 
and ftrong, flanked with lofty towers, and 


ſurrounded by a good ditch, with gates to 
the north and ſouth. Thirty of the ſtate- 


rooms, and the galleries leading to them, arc 
covered with leaf gold. The gardens arc 
adorned with fiſh-ponds, terraces, &c. and 
are very delightful. Here is a moſt famous 
moſque, built by Abdalmumen, which ſtands 
in the center of a ſpacious incloſure. Its 
beautiful tower, built-by the emperor Al- 


manſor, is very lofty, and crowned with a 


ſpire 70 feet high, on the top of which were 
fixed, by an iron ſpike run thro' them, four 


large copper balls plated with gold, the firſt 


of the capacity of 8 buſhels, the ſecond 4, 


the third 2, and the higheſt 1. The vulgar 


reported them to have been placed there by 


a magician, and imagined the taking them 


down would produce a public calamity ; but 


Muley Iſhmael, in a time of neceſſity, made 
no ſcruple take them off and convert them 
to his own advantage. The moſque is de- 
corated with carvings in jaſper, marble, and 
other coſtly ſtone, which with its ſtately bra- 


zen gates, were taken by the Moors from 
55 the 


the cathedral of Seville in Spain. This and 
a few other moſques, hoſpitals, and about 
400 aquaducts moſtly decayed, are all that 
remain of the city's ancient ſplendor. Many 
ſtreets are ruinous and uninhabited ; and the 
ſtone buildings of the rich are ſo few, fo 
diſtant from each other, and ſurrounded by 
the low mud-walled houſes of the poor, that 
they give no air of conſequence to the city. 
The Jews are eſtimated at 4000, and live in 
a ſeparate quarter walled in. Foreign agents, 
_ ambaſſadors, &c. generally refide amongſt 
the Jews. The Chriſtian merchants live 
near the cuſtom-houſe. The river Tenſiſt 
runs thro' the middle of the city, arid is 
crofled by two handſome bridges. 
_ Fez1s divided into the Old and New Cities. 
Old Fez is about 9 miles in circuit, and 
the largeſt, moſt populous, and wealthieſt 
place in the empire. It is about 264 miles 
north-caſt of Morocco, and 75 from the Me- 
diterranean. It ſtands on the declivity of two 
hills and the valley between them, and is ſur- 
rounded with a ſtrong wall of ſquare ſtone, 
flanked with towers. It is ſupplied: with 
water by the river Fez, which here divides 
Irſelf into fix branches, turns 400 mills, and 
has no leſs then 250 bridges. The ſtreets are 
moſtly 
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moſtly ſtrait but narrow; and the houſes: 
have generally turrets on the tops, in which 
are the womens apartments. There are 336 
public ovens daily employed from morning 
to night. - The moſques arc about 500, and 
50 of them conſiderable. That called the 
Caruvin, ircluding its college and cloiſter, is 
a mile and half in circumference. It has 30 
ſtately gates, a roof 150 cubits long, and 80 
broad. The tower is ſtupendouſly high, 
ſupported by 3o pillars in length, and 20 in 
breadth. The roof is divided into 17 large 
arches, beſides inferior ones, and the whole 
ſuſtained by 1 500 white marble pillars. Every 
arch has large lamps burning in them, cu- 
Tiouſly wrought ; particularly that which 
hangs over the alſaki, or preacher, 's deſk is 
ſurrounded by 1 50 ſmaller ones. There are 
400 ciſterns in the cloiſter, wherein the peo- 
ple waſh before prayers. Within the cloſe 
of this moſque is a college, where the Maho- 
metan divinity, philoſophy, &c. are taught ; 
of which the mufti is preſident ; and here is 
a large library,- a rare thing in Morocco. 
The other colleges, moſques, baths, hoſpi- 
mals, &c. are very noble. Here are above 
200 large inns, which pay a tax to the go- 
_ Vernor for a licence, and are receptacles of 
| the 
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the moſt vngatura) male prokitunsbe WhO 


here parade the ſtreets in womens clothes. 
The inhabitants of the Old City are reckoned 


about 300,000. It ſwarms with tradeſmen 
and merchants of all ſorts, being the principal 
market of all Barbary, to which European 
goods are brought, and thence diſtributed 


thro' the provinces, from which their re- 
ſpective commodities are returned in ex- 


change. The Jews here, e to 
about 5090, are the principal brokers.— 
New Fez was originally built for a citadel, 

in which ſtands the royal palace, where the 


emperor ſometimes reſides. Ir ſtands about 


a mile from the Old City, is divided into 1 5 
| wards, according to the different ſorts of 
tradeſmen that dwell in them. The houſes 
are reckoned between 3 and 4,000, and the 
inhabitants at 20,000. It has a great num- 
ber of moſques, colleges, hoſpitals, &c. 
Meguineꝝ ſtands in a delightful plain, 36 
miles weſt of Fez, and 10 caſt of Sallee. It 
is about three miles in compaſs, and ſur- 
rounded with ſtout walls, outſide which are 
delicious gardens, extending a conſiderable 
way into the country. It is full of moſques, 
colleges, baths, and public buildings. Here 


15 4 continual market, to which the Arabs 
bring 
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briag their commodities for ſale. The pa- 
tace, which conſiſts of a number of ſquares 


and two noble moſques, interſperſed with 
parks, gardens, pavilions,” &c. reſembles a 


city of itſelf, In one part is the ſeraglio, in 
another the halls of ſtate, in a third the 
work-ſhops of the perſons employed in the 


royal armoury, and in a fourth the emperor's 


artillery, magazines, guard-houſes, &c. 
In the middle of the city live the Jews, 
the gates of whoſe quarter are locked up - 


every night. They have a guard to protect 


them from being plundered by the common 
people, who hite them almoſt as much as 
they do Chriſtians. It is death for a Jew to 
lift his hand againſt the meaneſt Moor; ſo 
that the very boys kick them about, and 
they have no remedy but running away. 


The Negro-Town, ſo called becauſe the 


Black troops are quartered in it, is ſeparated 
from Mequinez only by a high road. 
Sallee ſtands on the coaſt of the Atlantic 


Ocean, at the mouth of the river Buregreg, 


which divides it into two parts. Both theſe 
are ſurrounded with high walls. On the 


ſouth-eaſt is a high tower, which ſerves as a 
land-mark by day and a light-houſe by night. 


Below this are two docks ; one for building 
I 1 ſhips, 
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ſhips, the other for them to winter in: The 
harbour 1s large but ſhallow, and having a 


bar acrofs its mouth, none but light veſſels 
can enter it. The town 1s protected by two 
caſtles; and a battery on the point of a rock 


facing the bar ſecures the veſſels that ſeek 
thelter in the road from the purſuit of an 
enemy. The emperor's governor preſides 
in the town-council ; and all imports pay a 
tenth to government ; but the chief wealth 


of the place ariſes from the piradies of its 


corſairs, which are the boldeſt and moſt ex- 
pert of any in Barbary. 


Tangier ſtands in a fine bay in the Streight | 


of Gibraltar, and was once the capital of the 
province. The Portugueze took it about 
the year 1473, and made it very ftrong. It 


was given to the Englith as part of the mar- 


riage- portion of Catherine, princeſs of Por- 
tugal, wife of Charles II. who at a great coſt 
increaſed the fortifications, and built a mole 


zoo fathoms into the fea ; but finding it 


chargeable, and the parliament refuſing to 
vote money for its maintenance, he cauſed 
all the military works to be blown up in 
1684, after 22 years poſſeſſion; and not- 
withſtanding ſome attempts of the Moors to 
raiſe it, it is now but a poor fiſhing town. 
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* Feruan is ſituated at the opening of the 
Streight into the Mediterranean, and ſtands 


on the riſing of a rocky hill between two 
high mountains, about ſix miles from the 

fea, having caſtle higher on the hill, ſo that 
it commands the town. It is neither large 


nor ſtrong, being ſurrounded by a wall made 
of mud and mortar, framed in wooden caſes. 
It has a garriſon of 1 500 foot and 500 horſe. 
In the valley runs a little river, navigable 
tor ſmall veſſels as far as Marteene, a place 
about two miles from the bay, where they 
load and unload. The port is guarded by a 
ſquare caſtle, flanked with towers, and ca- 


pable of holding 5000 men. This affords a 


ſhelter to the corſairs, who reſort here for 


_ proviſions; on which acedunt the Spaniards 


once ſank a large flat-bottom veflel, full of 
ſtones, in order to choak up the entrance of 
the river; but the Moors found means to 
remove it. Tetnan contains about , 600 


houſes ; and the inhabitants, by their pira- 
cies on ſome nations and trade with others, 


are generally in pretty good circumſtances, 


tho' they dare not ſhew it, for fear of being 


fleeced by the government. The Jews are 


computed at about 5000, and have here 7 


iynagognet, tho“ but 170 houſes. The 
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n of the buildings are kept conſtantly 
white waſhed, and dazzle the eye when the 
ſun ſhines. The ſhops here are very ſmall, 
and have no doors to them; but the ſhop- 
keeper, having opened the ſhutters, jumps 
in, and fits croſs-legged on the counter. 
The goods: are kept in drawers generally 
within his reach; ſo that he ſerves his cuſ- 
tomers, who ſtand in the ſtreet, without 
moving from his place. The baſhaw's pa- 


lace is a magnificent ſtructure; as is his villa, 


about two miles from the town. The bury- 
ing-ground is ſo full of pyramids, cupolas, 
and tomb-ſtones, that it looks like a town in 


miniature. The adjacent country is covered 
with gardens, orchards, villas, and ſhady - 


walks, which, joined to a beautiful ſea-pro- 


ſpe&, render it one of the moſt delightful 
ſpots in all Barbary. 


It is remarkable, that the Africans in ge- 
neral have been characteriſed by the hiſto- 
rians of all ages, as proud, lazy, treacherous, 
cruel, revengeful, thieviſh, fraudulent, luſt- 
ful, intemperate, cowardly, ignorant, and 
ſuperſtitious ; and this character they till 
preſerve, if their enthuſiaſtic fury in their 
attacks on Chriſtians be not miſtaken for 


courage. Their own marabouts in ſome 


meaſure 
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meaſnre acknowledge the truth of the accu- 


ſation, and have invented the following 
tale as a palliative. The three ſons of 
Noah (ſay they) were of different com- 
plexions ; the firſt white, the ſecond tawny, 

and the third black, Noah was no font 
dead, than they agreed to. divide his pro- 
perty, which conſiſted of gold, filver, ivory, 
jewels, filk, woollen and linen cloth, horſes, 
camels; cattle, grain, arms, houſhold ſtuff, 
pipes, tobacco, &c. Having ſpent the day 
in ſorting the goods, they agreed to divide 


them next morning; ſothey ſupped together, 


and after a friendly. pipe, each retired to his 
own tent. The white brother, however, ſoon 
got up, took the gold, jewels, and moſt vas. 
luable goods, put them on the beſt horſes, 
and rode away to the country, where his 
white poſterity have been ever ſince. The 
tawny aroſe ſoon after with the ſame intent, 

and was ſurprized to find his brother had 
been beforehand with him; however, he 
took the remaining horſes, camels, and cat- 
tle, the beſt carpets, cloth, &c. and ſet off 
for another part of the world. The black, 
being the lazieſt of the three, came to the 
place after breakfaſt, and ſeeing neither of 


the brothers, and only a few coarſe cloths, 


ſome 
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fome millet, rice, tobacco, pipes, and other 
trifles, he immediately judged what had 
been done. In this deplorable ſituation, he 
rakes a pipe in his mouth, and fits down to 
conſider what was beſt to do, in order to 
retrieve his loſs, and revenge himſelf on his 
perfidious brothers. Upon conſideration, he 
could not gueſs what route they had taken, 
nor had he any hopes of overtaking them if 
he knew it ; ſo he thought there was. no re- 
medy but patiencc, and taking all opportu- 
nities, by force or fraud, to make repriſals 
for what they had cheated him of. This 
practice (ſay they) he conſtantly followed 
as long he lived, and at his death gave a 
folemn charge to his children to copy his 
example and publiſh his laſt requeſt to their 
_ deſcendants to the end of the world; and 
his poſterity, the Africans, have fairhfully 
obeyed the injunction ever ſince. 4 
Monſieur Mouvette, who was a flave in 
Morocco many years, gives the following 
advice to ſuch as become merchants and 
reſide in the country.——The very day or 
day after they arrive, they muſt viſit the 
governor, make him a handſome preſent, and 
wait on him frequently after, as the Moors 
are very fond of ſuch tokens of reſpect; and 
155 if 


—— — — — 22 


Gass) 
if they receive any injury, they muſt inſtantly 
complain, becauſe he gets money by fining 
the offender; and they will thus keep the 
Moors and Jews in ſome fear of impoſing on 
them. They muſt keep the governor's re- 
lations and acquaintance on their fide, that 
they may ſerve them on occaſion. | They 
mult never ſtrike a Moor, nor ſpit at him. 
They muſt not truſt to a governor's favour, 
for they have no affection, nor regard their 
promiſes, when any intereſt is in view. 
They muſt never go from one town to ano- 
ther, without the governor's leave ; it they 
do, he will become their implacable enemy. 
They muſt never truſt Jews with their goods 
under three or four ſufficient ſureties, becauſe 
they are apt to break; and then have nothing 
left to pay, befides their houſes and ſome 
gardens of very ſmall value ; nor muſt they 
take goods on credit, becauſe the Jews al- 
ways fet down a more than they dcliver, ac- 
cording to the maxim in vogue among them : 
That they will never be rich, unleſs they have 
ſomething of other mens amongſt their own. 
What the Jews call other men, are the 
Chriſtians, Turks, Moors, and Pagans, whom 
they cheat with a ſafe conſcience, provided 
they give ſome part of the gain to ſuch of 
their 
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their own as are fallen to decay, and to keep 
their poor from begging. In this particular 
their charity is wonderful, for when a man has 
loſt all, they will ſet him up three times, and 
if fortune fill frown on him, he is maintained 
amongſt the other poor. When Jews deſign 
to get in what they have entered on their 
books, they take care to pre- engage the 
judge, promiſing him half the produce of 
the fraud. The governors often take cloths 
of the merchant on credit to preſent to the 
emperor ; but as their lives and fortunes are 
very precarious, the credit ſhould be ſmall. 
Merchants muſt not be familiar with ſlaves, 
becauſe it will increaſe the demand for their 
ranſom ; and if any eſcape, they will be ſuſ- 
pected of aiding in it, and fined thrice their 
value; but they may nevertheleſs relieve 
them in ſickneſs, and adminiſter food oz 


clothing. 
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ERRATA.—Page 111, laſt line, read tomb of Mahomet 
at Medina and the temple of Mecca.— Page 167, line 1, 
read about the year 551.—Page 226, between lines 4 
and 5 from bottom, add, 54 vlanguils make a xequin of 
89%, worth g "vol | 
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